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Year 5 Visit to Hampton Court

On Wednesday, 30th January, Year Five went to Hampton Court.  I was very excited to go as I had never been there before.  It was a lovely, bright sunny day.  The journey was not too long. It took about fifty minutes to get there by coach.  I sat with Ezara. We played games like “I Spy” and “Who Am I?” and we looked out of the window to pass the time.    

When we arrived at Hampton Court, we entered through a doorway decorated with golden flowers and vines.  We walked through a courtyard to reach a hall where our teachers told us to sit down.  We were all given special stickers and were then split into our form groups.  5K’s teachers were Mrs Kilbourn, Mrs Hagon and Mr Elliott.  It was our turn to go on a tour of the Tudor kitchens first of all.  Mrs Hagon led us on a short cut to the kitchens, where we met two men, dressed up in Tudor costumes.  One man was wearing a grand outfit and the other was wearing the clothes of a villager.  They were our guides to the Tudor kitchens.  The first room was for preparing meat, but we could only look inside through a glass window.  The next room was really interesting.  We had to climb up a small staircase to look into an enormous pot over the fire where the Tudors used to cook their food.  There was a wooden table with a display of half-made meat pies.   The guides told us that in Tudor times, those at Hampton Court ate two huge, hearty meals a day.  The cooks had to work ever so hard as they had to prepare food for many people.  We were also shown where the cooks kept the food to keep it cool,.This corridor had never had any sunlight and so the stones and bricks were cold.   It was also great to see the spit over the fire where the meat would have been cooked.  Ezara was chosen to turn the spit. She found that it was quite hard work.  We also saw special cooking pots, cups and Tudor stoves.

After our fascinating tour of the kitchens, we had our break and then we went to the shop.  I bought a postcard of a painting of Henry VIII for my brother and a pink feather quill for myself.  It was then our turn to listen to a talk about Henry VIII by a lady dressed in a beautifully decorated Tudor costume.  We were told about Henry VIII as a young man.   He loved all kinds of sport like jousting, archery and hunting.  He was a very competitive man, so much so that during races his courtiers would always hold back so that Henry would win every time.  The lady also told us about Henry’s wives and what he was like when he grew older.

After lunch, we visited the State Apartments and the Chapel Royal which were very grand.  We saw some tapestries hung on the walls and many paintings.  Then we went to the exhibition about Henry VIII as a young man.  There was a family tree on the wall in one of the rooms, and lots of screens which you could touch to find out more about Henry.    

Before we went back to school on the coach, we saw a poster about the ghosts at Hampton Court.  There are apparently twenty-four ghosts there.  We read that a grave of one of Henry VIII’s wives was struck by lightning and her ghost has haunted the palace ever since.  It was really spooky!!

It was a fantastic trip and really interesting to visit Hampton Court and to learn more about Henry VIII. 

By Poppy, Form 5K
