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A BEGINNING OF TERM NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2006

Welcome back to another school year.   If you are new to High March, then I would like to extend a warm welcome to you and your family and I hope that you soon settle into our community and that you will be very happy at our school.   The summer holidays now seem part of a dim and distant past and it was lovely to see the children as they returned to school this week, refreshed from their break and ready to face the challenges ahead of a new school year.

Staff News

It has been a pleasure to welcome some new members of staff this term.   Mrs Jane Corcoran joins us as the form teacher for 1C, Mrs Karan Gates will be assisting Mrs Kaul in Nursery K and running the afternoon nursery sessions and Mrs Paula Barlow now joins us on a permanent basis as a classroom assistant in Reception T.   Our two new Gap Tutors are Miss Lucy Murrell and Miss Caitlin Bennett, and Miss Laura Moretto joins the Music department as a teacher of singing and piano.   I wish these new members of staff every happiness as they join us and am sure that they will soon feel at home at High March and part of the team.

I am sure that many of you will be delighted to learn that Mrs Jo Taverner gave birth to a healthy baby girl last Friday, September 1.   Baby Sophie weighed in at 8 pounds 3 ounces and mother and baby are both doing well.   The staff have decided that the date of birth alone is something to celebrate, as Sophie is likely to be the oldest in her academic year!

Holiday Building Programme

Whilst the majority of us were enjoying a restful holiday, Mrs Picton, Mr Rolfe and Mr Brettell were very busy at school, either supervising or undertaking building programmes at both sites.   The Upper School hall has been completely transformed with new American oak flooring, panelling and doors.   A new partition has also been erected for those wet weather occasions when we need to hold two classes in the hall and I am sure that the children will enjoy using the new tables and benches at lunch time.   Extensive electrical work has also been undertaken at Upper School with the installation of a new 3-phase electricity meter.

Whilst we appreciate that the beautiful new floor will not remain in its current pristine condition indefinitely, we should be grateful if pupils, parents and staff would all play their part to help us in keeping the hall looking its best. In particular, we have been advised that stiletto heels should be avoided if at all practicable when walking on the floor!

At Junior House the former 1C classroom has been transformed into a spacious area for Nursery R.   Children and parents can now access the classroom from the playground and the children will benefit enormously from their own ensuite cloakroom and toilet facilities.   The classrooms which used to accommodate Reception T and Nursery R have been redecorated and have now been transformed to become 1C and Reception T respectively.   Junior House has also benefited from the installation of new windows to the ground floor at the front of both buildings.

Car Parking

As we are at the beginning of a new school year, and I am aware that we have many new families who are not familiar with the area, I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that unfortunately it is not possible for you to park on the school site between the hours of 8am and 4pm.   One space at Junior House is reserved for visitors, but that needs to be kept free for prospective parents who are unfamiliar with the area or for visitors to the School Office.   There will be limited car parking available at all Parents’ Evenings and it would be very helpful if parents using either car park would park considerately and only use the designated bays.

Parking permits are still available for use at St Michael’s Church and if you would like one, please do contact the School Office.   If you plan to park in one of the roads nearby then I would ask that you park considerately and respect the driveways of our neighbours.   As I have said in previous newsletters, extending the hours of use attached to our planning permission for a swimming pool at Junior House is very dependent on the goodwill of the local residents around the school. 

Swimming Pool Planning Application

We should like to extend our thanks to all parents and staff who wrote to the Planning Authority - within the very narrow timescale allocated for public comment  and at a time when many High March families will have been away on holiday -  in favour  of the School’s application to vary the hours of use condition attached to our existing permission. In spite of a certain level of objection from some neighbours to our proposals, we are hopeful that your letters of support will carry weight when the application is formally considered by South Bucks District Council at their forthcoming meeting at the end of September.   We shall keep you informed.

Introductory Parents’ Meetings

You will have noticed on the calendar that once again we are holding meetings for all the classes at different times next week.   In Junior House all parents are invited to attend the meeting for their child’s class and these will be held in the relevant classroom.   The class teachers will be talking to you about their expectations for the year ahead and you will be able to ask any questions that you might have.   Please refer to your calendar for the relevant dates for your class.

There will be a meeting for all the parents of Upper School pupils next Wednesday, September 13th, commencing at 7pm.   Refreshments will be served in the hall from 7pm and after a brief welcome from myself, parents will be invited to accompany their daughter’s form teacher to the appropriate classroom where the staff will outline the year ahead and tell you more about life in your daughter’s form.   It is anticipated that the meetings will conclude at about 8pm.   If you have more than one daughter at Upper School then we appreciate that you can’t be in more than one place at a time!   The ideal solution would be for one parent to go to one classroom and the other parent to go to the second classroom.   I appreciate that it is not always possible for both parents to attend and, if this is the case, I would recommend that you ask a friend to take notes for you or you make an alternative appointment with your daughter’s form teacher to catch up on what you have missed.

Mrs Edwards and I will then give a short presentation to Year 5 parents in the Hall on the 11+ County Selection process and entrance to independent Senior Schools at 11+.   This is the talk that we gave to Year 5 parents last year, but any parents of girls in Year 6 who missed it last Autumn term are most welcome to attend.

Additional Calendar Dates

Please will parents note the following additional dates that were not available when the termly calendar went to print:

Year 4 will be going to see “Joseph” at The Theatre Royal in Windsor on the afternoon of Thursday, November 9.   

Year 2 will be going to The Polka Theatre on Thursday, November 30 to see “Father Christmas and the Present”.  

Year 6 will be going to see “The Boyfriend” at Pipers Corner School on Wednesday, November 22.

Further details concerning these trips will follow in due course.

Calendar Alterations

Would parents kindly note that the “Recycling Activities” due to take place at Junior House on Monday, October 9, have been brought forward by one week to Monday, October 2.

The netball match due to take place against Maltman’s Green School on Thursday, November 9, is a home match for both the A and B Year 6 teams.

Activity Programme

Please note that there have had to be some changes to some of the musical activities and so a revised copy of the Activity Programme will be accompanying this newsletter.   There will be a Jazz Dancing taster session with Miss Michaela from the Monzani School of Dancing for all girls in Year 3 during Period 8 on Friday, September 15th.   This will take place during normal school hours and the girls will need their P.E. kit for this.


Security Gates

In the interests of the safety of the children, parents are kindly asked to vacate the school premises by 9 am in the morning when the blue gates will be closed.   Nursery parents who collect their child at 12 noon are asked to leave by 12:15 pm when the gates will be closed.   If you are unavoidably detained in the school grounds after these times, then you are kindly asked to leave via the front door at either site.   If you do find it necessary to exit by one of the blue gates, then it is essential that you close the gate behind you.

L.A.M.D.A. Examination Results, Summer 2006

At the end of last term I published the results of the Year 2 L.A.M.D.A. examinations and my apologies go to Julia Henderson, now in form 3J, because unfortunately an error was made.   Julia was actually awarded a distinction in her Preparatory test, and not a merit as stated in the newsletter.   Well done Julia!

We were still eagerly awaiting the results of the L.A.M.D.A. examinations for all the girls who are currently in Years 4 to 6.   As a result of the excellent teaching of both Mrs Brown and Mrs Matthews, and the hard work that the girls put in, I am delighted now to be able to publish another excellent set of results.   Particular congratulations go to Ophelia Jeffrey who was awarded the top mark overall for all of the High March entries.

	YEAR 4
	

	Caroline Aspland
	Distinction
	Genevieve Harvey
	Distinction

	Antigone Marriott
	Distinction
	Hannah Marsden
	Distinction

	Charlotte Peachey
	Distinction
	Jessica Pycroft
	Distinction

	Sasha Roberts
	Distinction
	Annabel Streete
	Distinction

	Madeleine Thornham
	Distinction
	Claudia Besant
	Merit

	Joanne Birt
	Merit
	Kate Fallowfield
	Merit

	Casey-Jayne Grant
	Merit
	Philippa Hearn
	Merit

	Ezara Hillier
	Merit
	Ella Hodge
	Merit

	Alaia Maxwell
	Merit
	Verity McVey
	Merit

	Chloe Nagle
	Merit
	Isabel Nash
	Merit

	Poppy Nutt
	Merit
	Laura Quartey
	Merit

	Isabel Smart
	Merit
	Azra Tejani
	Merit

	Gabrielle Woodward
	Merit
	Eliza Twist
	Pass


	YEAR 5
	

	Tavia Chetty
	Distinction
	Lydia Deighton
	Distinction

	Ophelia Jeffrey
	Distinction
	Fleur Tidy
	Distinction

	Sophie Brown
	Merit
	Hannah Birgani
	Merit

	Elizabeth Clarke
	Merit
	Aimee Conway
	Merit

	Natasha Custis
	Merit
	Georgina Finch
	Merit

	Caitlin Jones
	Merit
	Lydia Sefton-Minns
	Merit

	Elisha Sohi
	Merit
	Kate Standish
	Merit

	Amelia Whyman
	Merit
	Bryony Wilson
	Merit

	Emily Zayed
	Merit
	Naima Ahmad
	Pass

	Eleanor Bagshaw
	Pass
	Carmen Boettcher
	Pass

	Lindsey Sheffield
	Pass
	Phoebe Weiner
	Pass

	Claire Whittle
	Pass
	
	


	YEAR 6
	

	Sophie Adnitt
	Distinction
	Timona Chetty
	Distinction

	Annabel Johnstone
	Distinction
	Isobel McVey
	Distinction

	Sophie Palmer
	Distinction
	Jessica Tomson
	Distinction

	Sophie Arnold
	Merit
	Charlotte Brown
	Merit

	Grace Edwards
	Merit
	Liberty Harman
	Merit

	Zoë Hetzel
	Merit
	Victoria Horwood
	Merit

	Georgia Hurrell
	Merit
	Francesca Leonard
	Merit

	Clare Marsden
	Merit
	Amelia Noble
	Merit

	Sophie Pelton
	Merit
	Ella Smart
	Merit

	Emma Smith
	Merit
	Sofia Stavrou
	Merit

	Emily Stephens
	Merit
	Amy Ward
	Merit

	Gabrielle West
	Merit
	Ellen Woodward
	Merit

	Georgina Carr
	Pass
	Emily Kotz
	Pass

	Hannah Manning
	Pass
	Elena Monks
	Pass

	Isabel Spoerry
	Pass
	
	


Mobile Phones

I would like to remind all parents that we do not allow the children to have mobile phones with them during the school day.   Should you feel it necessary for your daughter to have her own mobile phone with her for the journey to and from school, then please write directly to me.   Arrangements will then be made for your daughter to hand her phone into Mrs Edwards at the start of the school day.   Thames Valley Police have asked that I circulate their guidance on mobile phones to you all and so please find a copy of their recommendations attached to this newsletter.

Textbooks

It has come to my notice that some textbooks that were brand new at the beginning of the year were returned in an unacceptable condition last term.   Whilst accidents cannot always be avoided, it would be greatly appreciated if you could encourage your daughter to take good care of school property.   In future it will be expected that any unreturned textbooks or books that need to be replaced will be charged for on the school bill.

Aftercare

Mrs Rolfe will now be running our Aftercare programme and she will be assisted by Miss Murrell.   Anyone wishing to use this service should contact Mrs Rolfe in the first instance to book a place.   Aftercare will now take place in the new Nursery R classroom, downstairs in Carngray at Junior House.   When collecting children from Aftercare, please do not enter via the School Office.   There is a doorbell for you to ring by the front door at Carngray.

Edmund Waller Celebrations

Please do try to find the time to visit St. Mary and All Saints Church in Old Beaconsfield this weekend, September 8 to 10, to view the fabric wall hangings painted by High March pupils over the Easter holidays.   Entry is free and the exhibition will be open between 10 am and 5 pm each day.

In Assembly this week I have been talking to the children about the exciting new school year that lies ahead of them.   It is my anticipation that each individual child will take full advantage of all the opportunities open to them, both inside and outside the classroom.   I am sure that you will all join with me to encourage your child to embrace a new subject, or to approach a fresh challenge, with enthusiasm and determination.   Most importantly, however, we want the children to be happy at High March and to enjoy coming to school.   I wish you all a successful and contented school year.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress  
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