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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)
HALF TERM  NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER  2006

It seems like only yesterday that I was welcoming the children back to High March and hoping that they would all settle quickly to their new routines and timetables.   The first half of term has flown past and it is hard to believe that the clocks will now go forward and we will spend most of our daylight hours at school.   When we return to school after half term, we shall be looking forward to Christmas and all the exciting events that are associated with that time of year.   The following dates are in the blue diary, but please do make sure that you have a note of them as you are all most warmly invited to join us on these occasions:

Tuesday, November 14th 
Choir Classes for the Marlow Music Festival at Sir William Borlase





School, Marlow.   All Upper School pupils will be involved.

Wednesday, December 6th 
Reception Carol Afternoon

Wednesday, December 6th 
Years 1 and 2 Nativity for parents of 1M and 2AN

Thursday, December 7th 
Years 1 and 2 Nativity for parents of 1C and 2TM

Friday, December 8th 

Carol Service at St Mary and All Saints Church in Old Beaconsfield





All Upper School pupils will be involved and they are all expected

to attend please.

Harvest Festival

On Wednesday, 4th October and Thursday, 5th October, both Upper School and Junior House celebrated Harvest Festival and we were delighted to welcome so many parents to both of these events.   The Reverend John Wynburne joined us from St Mary and All Saints Church in Beaconsfield.   

At Upper School Harvest Festival the service began with the girls processing into the Hall to the hymn “All Things Bright and Beautiful”.   Harvest gifts were then donated which resulted in a splendid display of fresh, tinned and packaged produce.   The Reverend Wynburne showed the children different seeds, one of which, the coco de mer, is the largest seed in the world and it has a most unusual shape!   This was followed by some of the children helping the Reverend Wynburne to demonstrate the meaning of Harvest by holding up the letters that form the word “Harvest” and using these letters to form other words as he read to us all.   Pupils in form 4D then led us in prayer.

At Junior House the next day, we were overwhelmed and delighted by the number of visitors who were able to join us.   I send my apologies to those of you who had to stand or who were virtually in the playground!   We do plan to look at this for next year in order to make it an occasion that everyone who wishes to can join us in relative comfort!  The Reverend Wynburne led the service again, using the Mister Men characters to appeal to our little ones and thereby tell a story with a theme of greed.

I have once more received many letters of thanks from the old people of Beaconsfield who were the recipients of the lovely baskets and boxes of produce that the children and parents kindly donated for our Junior House Harvest Festival.   These have been shared with the children in Assembly so that they have some understanding of the thanks prompted by their generosity.   Similarly, thanks have been received from the Desborough Centre in High Wycombe for the produce in Upper School that has been distributed to needy local families.   My thanks also go to those of you who gave so generously to our retiring collection for the NSPCC.   We raised £304.39 and we were able to give this to our NSPCC representative, Mrs Lesley Boyne when she visited us in Upper School assembly last week.

Walk to School Week

Once again members of the School Travel Plan Working Party have been encouraging the children to walk to school this week by enticing them with warm sausages, fruit and cereal bars.  We are delighted that the School Travel Plan has maintained our Level 3 status from Bucks County Council.   My thanks go to all the STP committee members and to those parents who have been assisting in our weekly crocodile from St Michael’s Church.   

Parking

At this point I would like to make another plea to all parents to assist us in pursuing friendly and considerate relations with our neighbours by not parking over driveways and by only parking on the west side of Sandelswood End.   This is the side of the road closest to the school and it does ease congestion along Sandelswood End if everyone keeps to this policy.

We would very much like to encourage parents to park a short distance away from the school and then walk, cycle or scooter.   Many parents find the parking permits at St Michael’s Church a great help and these can be obtained from the School Office.   Grenfell Road is another good place to park as it is possible to access Junior House via the footpath that links Grenfell Road and Ledborough Lane.

After half-term, by popular demand from a number of neighbours and High March parents, if the parking situation does not improve, the School will consider publishing in the weekly bulletin, the make, model and registration number of any vehicle parking inconsiderately or illegally. We should also warn parents that the local Community Support Officers posted at Beaconsfield Police Station, have been spotted, parked in an unmarked car taking down the registration numbers of vehicles illegally or inconsiderately parked.

County 11+ Examinations

Year 6 are to be congratulated for their hard work leading up to the County 11+ examinations.   For the third year, we suspended homework in the two week period leading up to the tests in order that the girls should not become too tired.   We look forward to receiving the results on Friday, November 24th, and I hope to be able to share further details with you in my end of term newsletter.
Anderson Social Evening
On Friday, September 29th, many parents and staff enjoyed a tapas evening in our newly refurbished Upper School hall.   The wine and sangria flowed and entertainment was provided by the band Andalus.   There is always a friendly and warm atmosphere at the Anderson Family Social Evening and my thanks go to Mrs Rosemary Chapples, who was unfortunately unable to attend, and to Mrs Belinda Avery and Mr Michael Chapples for their warm hospitality.

Christmas Fayre

Accompanying this letter you should also receive my “pink letter” asking for your support at this term’s Christmas Fayre.   For parents new to the school, this event is held at both sites on the morning of Saturday, November 25th.   There is always a wide variety of stalls, selling items ranging from food and sweets to craft, toys, books and videos.   The children in Upper School also run some of their own stalls and there is the opportunity to visit Father Christmas or for the girls to have their hair, face and nails done!   

To ease the collection of items and to focus your minds each week on helping us with different stalls the pink letter contains a dated grid which simplifies our requests.   As last year, we are going to stagger the letters that stall holders send out to you and ask you to deliver the items requested to either Junior House or Upper School during the week after you receive each letter. 

Proposed Upper School DVD Library

Unfortunately, as yet, we do not have sufficient stocks of DVDs to open this Library after half term.   If you are having a clear out during the half term break, please do consider donating any PG or U certificated DVDs to the school so that we can start this venture as soon as possible.

School Uniform

As the colder weather approaches it is compulsory that all pupils will return to school in winter uniform after half term.   I would particularly like to draw your attention to the following points as we have received a number of queries regarding uniform:

· The winter coat is compulsory for all the children.   We are still consulting with the School Shop regarding a new coat and this will not be available to purchase this academic year.   Once a new coat is chosen there will then be a period of one year in which either coat is acceptable.   Thus, if your child has grown out of his or her coat, please do buy a new one as he or she will be able to wear it for two years.

· The uniform for Nursery children does not include the blouse.   The girls in Reception through to Year 2 may wear either the new striped blouse with a Peter Pan collar or the blue roll neck under their tunic.

· The only tights and socks that are allowed with the winter uniform are those which are navy blue.

· The new style tracksuit is for Upper School only.   Year 3 pupils may continue to wear the Junior House style tracksuit.

· If you have any complaints regarding school uniform, please do contact the School Shop in the first instance.

Finally, I hope that the weather is kind to us over our half term week so that the children can enjoy playing outside.   If you are travelling, then have a safe trip and an enjoyable holiday.   I wish you all a happy and restful half term and look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday, October 30th.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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