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CHRISTMAS  NEWSLETTER  2006

The level of anticipation and excitement has risen steadily throughout the school over the past week as we all looked forward to the various end of term events that the children have been working towards.   I would like to thank all the parents and guests who have joined us as different year groups have celebrated the birth of Jesus.   We really do appreciate your help and support and the children eagerly seek out your faces in the audience or congregation.   

At Junior House we were once more treated to two Nativity plays, one performed by Reception and the other by Years 1 and 2.   It is a credit to our talented staff at High March that our children are confident to act and sing to such a large audience.   Even some of the youngest amongst us in Nursery K entertained us on Friday morning with renditions of the various carols that they have learnt.   My thanks go to Mrs Bell and Mrs Thornham for the excellent musical training that they give and to all of the form staff and classroom assistants in Junior House because these events really are a whole team effort with everyone contributing to the success of the performances.

Our annual Carol Service at St Mary’s and All Saints Church in Old Beaconsfield for Years 3 to 6 was a truly moving and memorable event.   The service commenced with the traditional procession of Year 3 children carrying candles and we were then treated to some beautiful singing by all the children and some excellent readings and a dramatic performance of T S Eliot’s “Journey of the Magi” by a selection of our Year 6 pupils.    We were delighted that the Reverend John Wynburne was able to lead the service and particularly thrilled when he praised Mrs Bell and Mrs Matthews, saying that of all the schools with which he is associated, High March has the best readers and singers!

As I write this newsletter we are still looking forward to some more end of term celebrations.   The children still have their parties to come and the Social Group are busy planning the two discos for Years 3 to 6.   On Wednesday evening our Year 6 pupils will be part of the parade at the Beaconsfield Festival of Lights as they carry the lanterns that they have been busy making in their Art lessons.   The theme this year is “Railways” and I do hope that as many of you as possible will have supported us from the crowd as we processed past.

Christingle Celebration at St Michael’s Church
All High March families are warmly invited to a Christingle Celebration at St Michael’s Church in Beaconsfield on Sunday, December 17th at 4pm.   This is a service for children and all proceeds will go to The Children’s Society.

Children’s Carol Service at St Mary’s and All Saints Church

There will also be a Children’s Carol Service at St Mary’s and All Saints Church at 4pm on Christmas Eve.   High March families are most welcome to attend.
Staff News

We are very sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Maggie Prue who has been a valued member of the Learning Support Department for just over two years.   Mrs Prue has accepted a position at a school more local to her and I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all the specialist tuition that she has given to her pupils.

I am delighted to announce that Mrs Marilyn Hagon will be joining High March in January to replace Mrs Prue in the Learning Support Department.   Mrs Hagon is a very experienced teacher who has taught in both the state and independent sector and she will be supporting individual pupils with both Literacy and Numeracy across the school.

The Christmas Fayre

Despite the wet weather, the Christmas Fayre this year was a huge success.   I would like to thank all those parents who put so much hard work and dedication into preparing and running their stalls.   Both sites looked wonderful and it always amazes me how all the stalls are presented so well, tempting us all to spend far more money than we intended!   Thank you also to all those parents, pupils and friends who attended and I do hope that you had an enjoyable time.   

The money has continued to come in over the past two weeks and I am delighted to announce that we raised £4,320.34, of which £485.30 will go to the school’s charity, the NSPCC.   The remaining money raised will go towards new Nativity Costumes at Junior House and updating the stage lighting at Upper School.    Those parents who attended the Reception classes’ Nativity play last Thursday will have already seen the lovely new costumes and Mr Forsyth has been busy arranging for quotations to install new, improved stage lighting in the Upper School hall.

Academic News

This has been an incredibly busy term for all the pupils in Year 6 as they have prepared for both the County 11+ examinations and their entrance examinations to a range of independent Senior Schools which will take place in the New Year.   Congratulations go to the many pupils in Year 6 who have already secured a place at a grammar school.   There are some very strong cases for being awarded a place following appeal hearings and so I will be writing to you once more on this subject at the end of the appeal process in February.

Further Charitable  Fundraising

Following the retiring collections taken at Junior House Christmas celebrations last week, I am pleased to announce that we raised £270.07 for the NSPCC.   The collection taken at our Upper School Carol Service raised £650.41 and this has been divided equally between the NSPCC and the Church Roof Fund.   Some of you may remember that Miss Tuson was playing in a concert in aid of the NSPCC and I am sure that you will join with me in congratulating her as she raised £85.55 for the NSPCC.

Once again, the whole school took a great deal of pleasure in packing their shoeboxes for the charity, “The Samaritan’s Purse.”   This was organised by Mrs Kaul and it was delightful to see pupils in Nursery K helping to load the van that came to collect the boxes.   In total, 145 boxes were collected and this year these will make a huge difference to needy children in Bulgaria on Christmas Day.

This year Thistle House decided to support the “Guide Dogs for the Blind Association” for their charity fundraising initiative on St Andrew’s Day.    Pupils in Thistle House in Year 6 took assembly to talk to the children about the work of the “Guide Dogs for the Blind Association” and then the children were invited to come into school dressed in a Disney themed outfit.   They could purchase cakes and hot chocolate at break and various games were arranged for them to enjoy.   In total £312.43 was raised and a good time was had by all!

Brookwood Themed Lunch

To enhance our celebrations of St Andrew’s Day, the Brookwood Partnership laid on a special lunch with a Scottish theme.   The kitchen staff dressed up in their best tartan attire and the children were tempted by some exciting dishes which ranged from salmon to haggis to neeps and tatties!   There was even entertainment laid on at Junior House as Mrs Mackay treated the children to some Scottish dancing!

Recycling

As part of our commitment to recycling, Upper School welcomed Mrs Jenny Hiscock from Bucks County Council to take our assembly on Monday, December 4th.   The children were encouraged to think about recycling Christmas cards and wrapping paper.   I would also like to remind you that Mrs Kaul collects used stamps and, as this is the time of year when we tend to receive more post, please do leave any stamps for her in the School Office.

Competition Winners

There have been a number of competitions that the children have been encouraged to enter this term and we have been very impressed by the enthusiastic response that we have had.   The results are as follows:

NSPCC Christmas Poem Competition:

Year 3 Winners


Victoria Smith and Alexandra Taal

Highly Commended


Isabel Avery, Katie Burling, Estelle






Harvey, Violet Hatch and Lizzie






Lawley

Year 4 Winners


Kate Fallowfield and Charlotte Way

Highly Commended


Genevieve Harvey, Alaia Maxwell






and Gabrielle Woodward

Years 5 and 6 Winners

Grace Edwards and Tilly Nevin

Highly Commended


Connie Campsie, Tavia Chetty,






Lydia Deighton, Zoë Hetzel, Clare






Marsden, Lydia Sefton-Minns and






Ellen Woodward

IBB Solicitors’ Christmas Card Competition:

Third Place



Charlotte Way

Social Group Recipe Book:

Cover Design



Anna and Charlotte Way

Upper School Recipe


Lindsey Sheffield

Junior House Recipe


Caroline Hatter 


Most Prolific Entries


Sophie Brown

Congratulations also go to three of our former pupils who are now at Davenies.   Jack Chapples, Misha Haddad and Joseph Willcock made models of Thomas the Tank Engine for our Art Exhibition last year and we were delighted to see a photograph of them holding their models appear in the magazine “Thomas and Friends”.   Each boy has won a book entitled “All about Thomas the Tank Engine and his Friends” and they had the honour of appearing in the magazine. 

Social Group News

The Social Group has asked me to thank you very much indeed for all your support for the events and activities they have organised this term. The Group relies on your involvement to make its activities successful and we are all most grateful for your enthusiastic support. Next term monies raised through Social Group activities will fund  the very popular interactive theatre visits for Upper School and Junior House, a Sony DVD home cinema system for Junior House, digital cameras and a TV/DVD for 3H's classroom.

 

I am sure you will already have seen the first ever High March Recipe Book which was on sale at the Christmas Fayre. This is a really lovely book, with a mouth watering selection of recipes suggested by High March pupils, parents and staff and I would highly recommend it to you – either for yourselves or as a great Christmas present for family and friends. 

 

There are copies available through the School Office in term time or from the Social Group (contact Tracey Greenough at atgreenough@sky.com or Harriet Baldwin at harriet.baldwin@btinternet.com) priced £8 – also available as a package with a Junior House or Upper School apron for £15. 

The Marlow Music Festival

This year our choirs did very well at the Festival with High March Voices coming second in their class.   The Junior Choir were honoured to be asked to perform “Truly Scrumptious” / “Doll on a Music Box” at the Prize-winners’ Concert at the end of the Festival.   This followed them winning their class and the Mayor’s Cup for the best Junior School Choir.   At the concert we were also delighted to be given the Alan Howarth Memorial Cup for the best choir in the competition.   Ophelia Jeffrey, Laura Quartey and Isabel Spoerry were also asked to perform at the Prize-winners’ Concert and we were very excited when Ophelia was awarded the Bel Canto Cup for the best vocal solo 11 years old or younger and Isabel Spoerry the Tony Buzan Cup for the best wind solo 11 years old or younger.   

Girls at High March were also very successful in many of the individual classes and congratulations to all those who took part.   The following pupils achieved a gold, silver or bronze medal:

	Vocal Classes

Georgina Finch

Ophelia Jeffrey

Laura Quartey

Lindsey Sheffield

Caroline Aspland

Alexandra Baldwin

Lydia Deighton

Georgina Finch

Katy Hills

Jessica Pycroft

Alexandra Baldwin

Anna Barlow

Kate Fallowfield

Genevieve Harvey

Ophelia Jeffrey

Laura Quartey
	Place

Gold

Gold in 2 classes

Gold

Gold

Silver

Silver

Silver in 2 classes

Silver

Silver

Silver in 3 classes

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze
	Wind Classes

Isabel Spoerry (flute)

Sophie Adnitt (clarinet)

Elanor Vickers-Claesens (recorder)

Piano Classes

Ophelia Jeffrey

Annabel Streete

Madeleine Chapples

Lizzie Lawley

Alaia Maxwell

Charlotte Way

String Classes

Emma Sutcliffe

Anne Gill
	Place

Gold

Silver

Silver

Place

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Silver

Bronze


We have also just heard that Ophelia has been awarded a place in the National Children’s Choir and so many congratulations to Ophelia on this further success.

SPORTS REPORT
NETBALL FIXTURES

Mrs Sanders writes:

	
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Goals For
	Goals Against

	U11 A
	5
	1
	1
	3
	34
	25

	U11B/C
	10
	7
	0
	3
	48
	37

	U 10 A
	3
	2
	0
	1
	12
	8

	U 10 B/C
	5
	4
	0
	1
	21
	5

	U9 
	6
	2
	3
	1
	14
	16

	Totals
	29
	16
	4
	9
	129
	91


During one of the wettest seasons on record we have only had four matches cancelled. We have had fewer matches due to the closure of Holy Cross against whom we used to have numerous fixtures.  The season started well as High March U10 and U9 teams brought back medals from the Chesham Preparatory Tournaments. The U11A team were runners up in both the Godstowe and Manor Preparatory School Tournaments.
Chesham Preparatory School Tournaments 

The U11A, B and C teams missed out on medals this year as they could not seem to convert their goal shooting opportunities.  They all had draws or narrow defeats in their matches, showing that the potential was there, but not fulfilled.

The U10C team won three and drew one of their games to win the tournament and they came away with gold medals. U10B won three, drew one and lost two games to come home with bronze medals.   U10A missed a few chances on the day and lost two games which they should have won to finish in 5th place.

The U9B and C teams both won gold medals, playing a very good standard of netball. U9A had a few close games and came third. Medals for everyone! A great start to competitive netball for Year 4.

Manor Preparatory School Invitational Tournament

A long drive to Abingdon on a cold winter’s day, warmed up with a superb performance in this prestigious tournament. The High March team were on fire winning 7-2, 5-1, 4-0 and 5-1 against some very talented teams. They had a very close game with Chandlings Manor and lost 2-3 but Chandlings Manor were then beaten by a team we had won against, putting High March first in the group and going through to the semi–finals. We played the hosts Manor ‘A’ and managed to win 5-1 with some outstanding defending, centre court play and shooting. The final was against Chandlings Manor who had beaten Godstowe 6-2 in their semi-final. It was a hard fought battle which could have gone either way and was very exciting and nerve wracking to watch.   Unfortunately High March lost 1-3 and brought home silver medals for the first time at this tournament. The girls certainly proved what a fantastic team they are becoming – well done!

Godstowe Tournament 

At Godstowe the U11A girls played some fantastic netball. They started superbly and won the first game against Godstowe A 5-3. This was a very pleasing result as Godstowe has beaten our U11B 19-3 the week before!! The team kept focus and started to play well winning the next two games convincingly. The last game was against our old rivals Maltman’s Green.   Exciting end to end netball ensued with High March leading at half time. The girls rattled Maltman’s nerves, shot accurately and defended tirelessly against their attacks. A close result, but Maltman’s took home the trophy that we had won last year. High March had silver medals. This was an outstanding performance by the U11A team who go from strength to strength - well done!!!

SWIMMING FIXTURES

Mrs McKee writes:
The Years 4, 5 and 6 swimming teams had one friendly gala this term, against Pipers Corner.

 

Results:   

                High March        Pipers Corner

Year 4            24         

31   

Year 5            33         

22

Year 6            28         

27

 

We took a total of 24 girls and they all swam exceptionally well. Congratulations to the Year 5 Team who managed to achieve 1st and 2nd places in all the individual and relay races – a brilliant team effort!   The Year 6 Medley (A) Team swam a fast relay to victory and there were also individual wins in the backstroke and breaststroke races. The Year 4 Team swam very well in only their second gala, gaining one first and four second places.

Thinking Day Report

On Friday, November 24th, Eleanor Bagshaw, Kate Fallowfield, Antigone Marriott and Lydia Sefton-Minns represented High March at a Thinking Day event at St Mary’s School, Gerrards Cross.   Eleanor Bagshaw writes:

The day started when we left school at 08:30 with Mrs Campbell.   Even though we were going to a competition – The Thinking Competition – we weren’t very scared.

Once we arrived at St Mary’s, we waited to go into the big hall where we would do our tasks.   There were a number of tasks that we would have to complete as a team.   There were 12 teams of 4, from schools in and around Buckinghamshire.

Our first task was a number of different challenges to do with words.   The hardest one was where we had to read the clue to provide an answer and then see if it could be written backwards to spell another word.

The next task was to do with numbers.   This was split into two areas.   I worked on the maths task, and Lydia, Kate and Antigone worked on the other task, which was to make an object which could tell the date and the day.

Our final task was to make the tallest tower in half an hour that could stand by itself for 10 seconds.   Our tower was 156 cm tall.

At the end of the day we all came into the hall and the winners were announced.   We were pleased when we were called up to collect our prize for 4th place.   In the afternoon we went back to school for lunch when we told everyone of our success.

Dogs on Site

It has come to my notice that some parents are bringing dogs on to the school premises.   Whilst an animal lover myself, a busy school is not an appropriate environment for dogs and so parents are kindly requested not to bring dogs into the school grounds.

Pupil Collection Arrangements at Upper School

It would be much appreciated if parents waiting to collect Upper School children at the end of the day could ensure that any younger siblings are properly supervised.   The car park is not a suitable place for the children to play and there has been some damage caused to both the plants and staff cars.   In addition, the noise of the children playing does cause a disturbance to those classrooms at the front of the school where the High March children are trying to concentrate on their work.   

Calendar Dates

I would like to draw your attention to the blue termly calendar that accompanies this letter.   You will notice that there are some dates included for the summer term 2007 and I would like to remind parents that the following dates are compulsory events that pupils are expected to attend:

Saturday June 16, Junior Sports in the morning for pupils in Reception and Year 1

Saturday June 23, Senior Sports in the morning for pupils in Years 2 to 6

Friday July 6, Prize Giving at 2pm for pupils in Years 3 to 6

I would politely request that you avoid making any commitments on these dates as it is very upsetting for both the children and staff when they are unable to attend an event that they have been preparing for.   Should there be an unavoidable reason why your daughter cannot attend any of the above events then you are kindly asked to write to me directly explaining the reason for your daughter’s proposed absence.

School Office opening hours during the holiday will be:


Monday December 18th - Friday December 22nd 2006, 9 am to 12 noon


Tuesday January 2nd – Friday January 5th 2007, 9 am to 12 noon

I shall be in School on some of these days, but if I am not there when you call the member of the office staff on duty will always know how to contact me, if there is any thing important you would like to talk to me about during the holidays. 

Finally Mrs Rosemary Chapples, Mrs Belinda Avery and Mr Michael Chapples and their families join me in thanking you all for the beautiful cards that you have sent us and in wishing you all in return a peaceful and joyful Christmas and a New Year that will be very happy.

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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