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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)
A  BEGINNING  OF  TERM  NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2007

Term started for the staff last Monday with numerous meetings and time to plan for the term ahead.   This was followed on Tuesday by training on the teaching of reading using a synthetic phonics approach and a presentation centred on the School Development Plan for the period 2005 – 2010.   It really was most encouraging to be able to comment on how successful the past two years have been in terms of the overall development of the school and to note that there are a number of exciting initiatives planned for the coming years.

High March is always rather a quiet place without the children, however, and so we were all delighted to welcome them back to school on Wednesday.    Many families have obviously had a most enjoyable Christmas and it has been an opportunity for our whole community to rest and “recharge our batteries” for the term ahead.   To all our new pupils and their families, we extend a very warm welcome and hope that you will soon settle and make new friends.

Staffing News

I am pleased to welcome Mrs Marilyn Hagon who has joined the Learning Support Team this term and I do hope that she will be very happy with us.   Unfortunately, as Upper School parents will already know from the letter that I sent home on Wednesday, Mrs Susie Matthews, Head of Drama, will be away for at least the first half of term as she recovers from a hip replacement operation.   Covering both her class and group lessons, we are pleased to welcome Miss Fiona Gray.   Mrs Matthews and Miss Gray have been in close liaison during the holidays in order that the children can continue to prepare for the Watford Festival without any disruption.

It is with mixed feelings that I write to inform you we will sadly be losing three valued members of staff at the end of the summer term.   Mrs Elaine Trenfield, Head of Junior House, has decided to retire after forty years of dedicated service to the school.   Mr Hugh Forsyth, Head of ICT and Curriculum Co-ordinator, has decided that he wishes to have more time to pursue other interests; as has Mrs Sarah Hodge, our Admissions Secretary, who plans to move away to the coast and possibly seek some part time employment.   Opportunities will be created in the summer term to express our gratitude and say our goodbyes to these members of staff, but I would like to thank them for all the support that they have given both to me personally and to the whole school community over the years that they have worked at High March.   

We shall be seeking a new Head of ICT and Admissions Secretary in due course, but I am delighted to announce that Mrs Michelle Honiball has been appointed to the post of Head of Junior House with effect from this September.   In her role as Assistant Head of Junior House, Mrs Honiball is already a member of the School Management Team and, as she has always worked closely with Mrs Trenfield, I am sure that there will be an excellent handover which will facilitate a seamless transition next September.

Pupil Council

The children in Upper School are very excited that we will be forming a Pupil Council.   The children can volunteer to represent their form at the Pupil Council and names will be pulled out of a hat each term if we have too many volunteers!   Once a child has served on the Pupil Council for a term they cannot volunteer again until every child in the class who wishes to be a representative has had an opportunity to do so.   The Pupil Council will meet with Mrs Edwards and me once a term to discuss suitable issues that the children wish to raise.    

Music Examination Results

Last term some of our pupils took music examinations with the following results:

	PIANO
	
	
	

	Preparatory Test
	
	
	

	Rebecca Green
	
	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	

	Elena Monks
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	SINGING
	
	
	

	Preparatory Test
	
	
	

	Sophia Bradshaw
	
	Maddie Speed
	

	Chloe Chancheong
	
	Lola Willcock
	

	Olivia Mason
	
	Hannah Williams
	

	Charlotte Musa
	
	Isabel Windsor
	

	Yolanda Quartey
	
	Imogen Yates
	

	
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	
	

	Sofia Stavrou
	Merit
	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	          Merit

	
	
	
	

	CLARINET
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	
	

	Ophelia Jeffrey
	Merit
	
	

	Grade Two
	
	
	

	Tavia Chetty
	Merit
	
	

	
	
	
	

	THEORY
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	
	

	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	
	


Many congratulations to all these pupils and to all their teachers.

School Travel Plan News

Mrs Avery writes:

· We are delighted to announce the appointment of our new School Crossing Patroller.  Mrs Sarah Hodge is to combine her role of Admissions Secretary with this very worthwhile position, and we are immensely grateful to her for taking on this responsibility.   As soon as all formalities have been concluded with Bucks County Council, Mrs. Hodge will be assisting our pupils at both Upper School and at Junior House to cross Ledborough Lane safely.   We hope and believe that this will lead to a further reduction in numbers of pupils being driven to School.
· Mrs. Hodge will also assist the STP Co-ordinators to implement a new initiative: “Parents’ Parking Promise” involving the issue of stickers to children of families who embrace the initiative of parking safely, considerately  and legally both in the mornings and afternoons, even if it means parking a short distance from School. Further details will follow after the next STP meeting.
· We should like to thank those parents who expressed an interest in their children joining a High March / Davenies crocodile and in particular those who offered to become crocodile escorts.   Unfortunately the response was not sufficient to make this a viable proposition at present.   We shall, however, revisit this at some future point.

· The next meeting of the STP will take place on 22nd January.   Contributions to the agenda from parents are welcome and should be e-mailed to the School Office for the attention of the STP Co-ordinators.

· On 17th January our two JRSOs, Katy Hills and Annabel Johnstone, will attend the Bucks County Council JRSO conference at Adams Park: an exciting opportunity for the girls to contribute to discussions involving children from scores of schools across the County.

· 23rd - 27th April is “Bike2School Week”

· 21st - 25th May is “Walk2School Week”

· Finally, we issue a plea pending the introduction of the “Parents’ Parking Promise” and the regular patrolling of our double yellow lines by our new SCP, to all parents not to block driveways, obstruct traffic by parking on double yellow lines or park in such a manner as to cause danger to  pedestrians and cyclists. Rarely a week goes by without a complaint from a local resident or fellow parent about the parking of a small minority of our parents.  Please play your part in improving our amenity.

Cloakroom

It would be greatly appreciated if parents could refrain from entering the cloakroom at Upper School before school as there are often children who need to get changed into their PE kit for a morning PE lesson.

Veggietastic

Your child should have brought home a leaflet from The Brookwood Partnership entitled “Veggietastic”.   Once a week the children will have the chance to sample an unusual vegetable in addition to the normal menu.   Full details of this initiative are outlined in the leaflet.

Lunchtime at Junior House

We are currently trialling a variation to our daily routine at Junior House for children in Reception through to Year 2.   There will be no change for Nursery children.   The first teaching session of the day will remain unaltered from 9:00 am until 10:15 am.   Assembly, morning snack and playtime will take place between 10:15 am and 11:15 am when the second teaching session will commence.   At 12:15 pm the children in Reception will eat their lunch and they will then return to their classrooms until 1:20 pm.   The second teaching session for children in Years 1 and 2 will last until just before 12:45 pm when they will eat their lunch.   At 1:20 pm all the children will play until 2:00 pm and the afternoon session will continue as before.

It is hoped that this change will make life more comfortable in the hall at lunch time as there will now be two sittings, with fewer children in each.   The change will also create more teaching time as there will no longer be a period of “rest” after lunch.   I must stress, however, that this is just a trial as we plan to monitor the change to ensure that the children benefit fully.   Please do leave rest bags in school for the time being as it is likely that they will be used for other activities.

I am sure that you will have seen from our very full blue diary that lots of exciting activities and events are planned for the children.   As we look forward to the coming term I do hope that 2007 will be a happy and fulfilling year for all of our High March families.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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