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FEBRUARY 2007

The first half of term has been very busy with the children working hard, both inside and outside the classroom.   Many classes have enjoyed educational visits and there are still plenty of exciting outings planned for the second half of the term.   We seem to have experienced varied weather conditions – from storms to snow to sunshine.   For many of the children the snow earlier this term was rather short-lived, although the pupils in Upper School did manage to build a snowman.   They were rather sad that their creation had melted by the end of the school day.   The heavier snow in recent days led to us having to close school for the day, but I am sure that the children enjoyed the experience of playing in a “Winter Wonderland”.

Del Anderson Poetry Scholarship

We were very pleased with the high standard of entries for the Del Anderson Poetry Scholarship this year.   The candidates produced some beautiful anthologies and the papers that they wrote revealed a mature understanding of the set poem.   This year’s recitation was “If” by Rudyard Kipling and the judging panel was most impressed that all of the candidates managed to learn and recite this challenging poem with great expression and accuracy.   I am delighted to announce that Ophelia Jeffrey has been awarded the scholarship this year and Tilly Nevin has been awarded an exhibition.   Tavia Chetty receives a special mention for the high standard of her entry.

Staffing News

I am sure that many parents in Upper School will already know that Miss Claire Duckers, who teaches English and is the form teacher for 4D, is getting married this weekend to Mr Daniel Mullin.   We wish them both every happiness on their wedding day and in their future married life together and look forward to seeing the photographs after half term.   Miss Duckers will return to school after half term as Mrs Mullin and 4D will become 4M after half term!

Mrs Jane Neal has decided that she will relinquish her post as Head of Learning Support at the end of the summer term as she wishes to be able to spend more time with her family.   I know that many parents and pupils will be as sorry as I am to see Mrs Neal leave High March as we have all benefited from her wise counsel and advice over recent years.   She has proved to be a dedicated and energetic leader of the Learning Support Department who is well respected amongst her colleagues.

I am delighted to announce that Mrs Jane Corcoran has been appointed to be Assistant Head of Junior House from this September.   She will join the School Management Team and will work alongside Mrs Honiball, with particular responsibility for Years 1 and 2.   Mrs Corcoran has a wealth of experience to bring to this post and all of the members of the School management Team look forward to working more closely with her in the future.

Following my announcement that Mrs Sarah Hodge will be leaving High March in the summer, there has been considerable interest in her post as Admissions Secretary.   As a result, an advertisement will go in the Bucks Free Press on Friday, February 16 and anyone who is interested in the position is invited to contact the School Office from the date onwards for further details.

Year 2 Singing Picture

On Tuesday, February 6, I had the great pleasure of hearing some of our youngest pupils sing when pupils in Year 2 competed for the Singing Picture.   The standard was extremely high and Sophia Bradshaw, Francesca Healy, Bethany Hines and Jessica Slater were all highly commended.   The overall winners were Ellen Carter and Charlotte Musa and they are to be congratulated for their clear diction and musicality.

Charity Fund Raising

I would like to say thank you to all those pupils who took part in the balloon race to raise money for the “Raise the Roof Fund” at St Mary and All Saints Church.   Over fifty balloons were sold to High March pupils.   At the time of writing I have yet to hear how far the furthest balloon has travelled, but we live in hope that it might be a balloon belonging to a High March pupil.

Social Group Quiz Night

Last Friday evening we enjoyed our annual Quiz Night and we are once more indebted to the Borns brothers for masterminding this event.   Unfortunately John Borns was unwell this year, but his brother, Simon, did an admirable job as Quiz Master, ably assisted by John’s wife, Sandra.   It was a closely fought contest, with three teams tying for second place, but the final winners were a team of parents from 6E.   Many congratulations to these parents and a huge thank you to Mrs Harriet Baldwin and the Social Group for organising this very popular event.

School Crossing Patroller

We are still awaiting the final clearance by Bucks County Council and training of our School Crossing Patroller and hope to have this in place as soon as possible after half term.

SchoolComms
Many parents already benefit from receiving as much communication from school as possible by email.   This is our favoured means of communication as it is more environmentally friendly.   If you have not yet registered for SchoolComms, then I would exhort that you do so.   The School Office can provide you with all the details that you need in order to register and use the service.   We really did find it extremely useful to be able to text and email everyone when we had to close school due to the inclement weather and so please, please do consider signing up for this service.

Contact Details

I am sure that you all find the contact lists that the form representatives compile extremely useful if you need to liaise with one another.   I would be very grateful, however, if everyone could remember to treat these lists as confidential and not pass on another parent’s contact details to any third party as it is important that the right to privacy is maintained.   Please rest assured that the School Office will never divulge any contact details to any third party.

School Uniform

A number of parents have been asking what the situation is regarding the school coat.   It is still our plan to introduce a new coat from this September and we have now chosen a navy fabric that is both shower proof and machine washable.   The coat will have a tartan lining and a hood and the style will not be very different from our current coat, but it will not have a belt.   We are currently waiting for a sample to be made up that we can trial and as soon as a final decision has been made the coat will be on display in the School Office.

Following queries concerning the quality of the fabric and the style of the Junior House tunic and Upper School skirt, I have been in contact with The School Shop.   A new style tunic has been chosen for Junior House and this can be viewed in the School Office after half term.  Mrs Alison Arnold, the Parent Representative on the Governing Board has agreed to seek parental views regarding a new design for the Upper School skirt and I plan to ask The School Shop for some sample skirt designs that Mrs Arnold can show to interested parents.   Mrs Mary Hughes from The School Shop has investigated the quality of the fabric and I am sure that you will agree that the new Junior House tunic has been produced in a fabric that will be more durable and smarter in appearance.

I anticipate that the new coat, tunic and skirt will become official school uniform from this September and have asked The School Shop to ensure that there will be adequate supplies for all of our pupils.   There will be a handover period of one year during which pupils may wear the old style uniform if they have not grown out of it.

Healthy Snacks

It would be greatly appreciated if everyone could remember that the children are not allowed to bring in sweets or anything containing chocolate for their snacks.   This rule applies to both mid-morning break and any snacks that might be brought in to eat prior to an after school activity.   Sweets may be brought into school on a child’s birthday, but they will not be distributed until the end of the day.   Birthday cakes are welcome and these can be eaten at mid-morning break.

One of the ideas voiced at our recently formed Pupil Council at Upper School was to have a “Healthy Snack Day” once a week.  We have, therefore, decided to trial this and in future every Wednesday will be designated as “Healthy Snack day”.   This will not be compulsory for medical reasons, but all children will be encouraged to participate by bringing fruit or vegetables for their break on a Wednesday.

Prep School Magazine Photographer of the Year 2006 Competition

If you have been in the Upper School hall recently then I am sure that you will have been impressed by the excellent photography on display.   Mrs Bissett entered some of these photographs into a competition run by Prep School Magazine and I am pleased to announce that Victoria Crouch’s photograph of Emily Stephens and Sophie Arnold and Timona Chetty’s photograph of Katie Sanders were both highly commended and published in the latest edition of the magazine.

Swimming Success

Katie Brown in form 5K is to be congratulated on qualifying to swim in eight events at the Oxford and North Bucks County Championships in March.   The competition runs over two weekends and Katie had to achieve some very fast qualifying times for each event.   Well done Katie!

As I write this newsletter, the forecast is for more snow later on this week.   I know that many of our High March families are off to the ski slopes for the half term break and I wish everyone who is travelling a safe journey and a happy holiday.   For those of you who are remaining at home, I hope that you have a restful break with your family.

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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