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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)
MID TERM NEWSLETTER MARCH 2007
9 March 2007

Dear Parents

I am writing to let you know that I will not be in school next week because I am accompanying some of the Year 6 girls on their ski trip to St Johann in Austria.   Should you have any concerns during my absence, please do contact Mrs Trenfield in Junior House and Mrs Edwards in Upper School in the first instance.   I shall be in daily contact with Mrs Donlon in the School Office and so any urgent messages can be relayed to me very quickly.

Although it is only four weeks since my last newsletter, a number of news items have cropped up that I would like to share with you.

Staffing News

I am sure that you will all be as sorry as I am that sadly Mrs Niki Bell will be leaving us at the end of the summer term to take up a new position as Director of Music at a preparatory school in Gloucestershire.   Mrs Bell is returning to “her roots” and is delighted that her new home will be much closer to her family.   She will be sorely missed by us all and is to be thanked for her charismatic leadership of the music department at High March.   Under her guidance we have achieved marvellous results in local festivals and music examinations.   She leaves behind a flourishing and vibrant department.   An advertisement has already appeared in the Times Educational Supplement for a new Director of Music which has attracted considerable interest and interviews for this post will take place near the end of this term.

Scholarship News

Many congratulations to two of our Year 6 pupils who have secured academic scholarships.   Timona Chetty has been awarded a scholarship to St Helen’s School in Northwood and Anne Gill has gained a scholarship to St Mary’s School in Gerrards Cross.   In recognition of this achievement and in line with school tradition the Governors have awarded the school an extra day’s holiday and so the summer term will now end on Wednesday, July 11 instead of Thursday, July 12.   Please do make a note of this change in your diaries.

We were also delighted to hear of a scholarship success for one of our former pupils.   Radhika Bali has been awarded an academic exhibition in the 13+ scholarship examinations at Wycombe Abbey School.

Robert Anderson Memorial Scholarship

All of the Year 3 candidates who entered the Robert Anderson Scholarship performed very well in every aspect of the scholarship and it was especially pleasing to see their confidence at interview.   The final outcome was that the scholarship has been awarded jointly between Anna Barlow and Alexandra Taal.   Well done to everyone who participated and many congratulations to Anna and Alexandra.

Senior School Entrance Examination Results

Congratulations to all our pupils who secured a grammar school place in this year’s 11+ examinations.   Following the end of the appeals process, I can now report that our final pass rate was 67%.   Whilst this is not as high as the last few years, we are a non-selective school and this result does compare favourably with the countywide pass rate of 33%.

We are still awaiting a few final results, but I am pleased to inform you that this year our Year 6 pupils have gained places at a wide range of independent schools.   Full details will be published in our Prize Giving Programme, but places have been awarded at the following independent senior schools:

Berkhamsted Collegiate School 

Claires Court, The College 

Pipers Corner School

St Helen’s School Northwood 

St Mary’s, Gerrards Cross

The Royal Masonic School 

Wycombe Abbey School

I am sure that you will join with me in congratulating all of the Year 6 pupils on the hard work and commitment that they have demonstrated this year.   They can now enjoy the opportunities that lie ahead of them as we broaden the curriculum to include more day and residential trips together with new subjects on the curriculum such as touch typing and food technology.

Netball Success

Our best wishes go to our Year 6 ‘A’ netball team who have qualified for the national finals of the IAPS netball competition.   They will be travelling to Brighton this Saturday to compete against other schools at a national level.

On my return from the ski trip I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the end of term events that are scheduled to take place.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress

