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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)
SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER 2007

After a very busy term it is always lovely to look forward to the Easter holidays, particularly as it is usually an opportunity for the children to be outside.   As the clocks have gone forward at the weekend and we are now in British Summer Time, they can enjoy the longer days and take an interest in their surroundings as the Spring plants begin to emerge and the birds build their nests.

High March Social Group

It was lovely to welcome the Easter Bunny to Junior House on Saturday afternoon and the children who attended the party were delighted when they found the eggs that he had hidden in the garden.   I had the unenviable task of judging the Easter bonnets and I must congratulate all of the contestants on such a high standard of creativity.

At High March we are so fortunate to have such a dedicated and hard-working Parents Association and my thanks go to all the members of the Social Group for all that they do for the school.   Last week the Social Group funded a very successful visit by the Magic Lantern to Junior House and, as I write, Upper School await with enthusiasm their Image Theatre performance of “The Jungle Book” on Monday afternoon.   The children always look forward to these events as they are given the opportunity to participate in the songs and some pupils are chosen to dress up and take some of the minor parts.   

Year 1 Concert

I am positive that all those parents, grandparents and friends who saw the Year 1 production of “Honey” will agree that it was an excellent performance in all respects.   The children were word perfect and they sang the songs with gusto.   The costumes were delightful and the scenery was magnificent.   This was all due to the splendid teamwork of Mrs Bell, Mrs Corcoran, Mrs Foster and Mrs Mackay who have worked so hard to direct this concert.   Well done to all concerned!

Scholarship News

I am delighted to announce that our Games Captain, Sophie Arnold, has been awarded a Sports Scholarship to Claires Court, The College.   This is the first time that a pupil at High March has attained a Sports Scholarship and so we particularly look forward to adding Sophie’s name to a board in the Upper School hall to mark this achievement.

Royal Masonic School Competition Winner

Following their outing to The Royal Masonic School to see “African Jigsaw”, I am pleased to announce that Tilly Nevin in form 5C has won the follow-up competition.   She had to be a theatre critic and write a review of “African Jigsaw”.   Tilly’s prize was a sleepover with two friends at The Royal Masonic School on Friday, March 23.

St Mary’s School French Verse Speaking Competition

Mrs Kilbourn writes:

On Thursday March 15 five girls from High March took part in the French Verse-Speaking Festival at St Mary's School in Gerrards Cross.  The Festival allows schools to take just one girl from each year group and a native French speaker, if the school is lucky enough to have one.  Chloe Arora, Alex Baldwin, Tavia Chetty, Anne Gill and Alice de Vitry were our representatives this year and they all performed extremely well against some very strong competition from eleven other schools.  Alice de Vitry won third prize in the native speaker category and Tavia Chetty won third prize in the Year 5 category with Chloe, Alex and Anne all being highly commended for their performances.

Security at Upper School

We constantly review our security measures and have decided that in the interests of the safety of the children, the blue gate at Upper School will be shut promptly at 8:40 am each morning.   All the girls should be in their classrooms for registration by then and I would urge all parents to ensure that the girls arrive at school on time as this period of form time is invaluable to settling the children into the school day.   If you arrive at school between 8:40 am and 9:20 am then parents are asked to bring their children to the front door at Upper School.   Any arrivals after this time should report to the School Office as lessons will have started and we cannot guarantee that a member of staff will be available to open the front door at Upper School.

Senior Schools
I think it might be helpful to outline the timing of advice that is given to parents regarding Senior School choices and entrance examinations.   At the beginning of Year 5, Mrs Edwards and I talk to all Year 5 parents at the Introductory Parents' Evening regarding the different examination requirements for independent senior schools and the County 11+ procedure and tests.   Year 5 parents are then invited to make individual appointments to see me during the second half of the Autumn term or the Spring term to discuss suitable senior schools for their daughter.   I do not advocate doing this before this date as it is important that accurate information is given to parents and entrance requirements do alter from time to time.   The children also change as they develop and, with maturity, some pupils make significant progress.   By the Spring term of Year 5 the staff have a more accurate picture of how a child is developing and which senior school environment she would be best suited to.   There is no danger of not being able to register at a senior school as the independent schools do not close their lists until very close to the entrance examinations and the forms for the County 11+ are sent out and monitored by us.   Parents of girls in Years 3 and 4 are welcome to make an appointment to see me at any time regarding their daughter's progress, but it is very likely that I will tell you that it is too early to make a judgement about Senior Schools and that you will be invited to meet with me again in Year 5.   

SchoolComms

I would like to remind all parents that we would like to encourage you to register with SchoolComms in order that we can communicate with you via email and text messages to your mobile phone.   By following a simple registration process, you can opt for all general letters that are sent from school to be sent to email addresses of your choice, including the weekly bulletin.   If you register your mobile phone number then we will be able to send you text messages should we need to cancel an event such as a Sports Day due to bad weather or should your child be returning later than planned from an educational visit.   The majority of our parents are now registered, but if you would like to use this service then please do contact the School Office for further details.   For those parents who do not use SchoolComms, I would like to remind you that copies of our weekly bulletin are displayed around the school and on our website.

School Crossing Patrol

Mrs Sarah Hodge has asked me to thank all parents and children who have helped her to settle into her new role as our School Crossing Patroller.   She is delighted that as the weeks have passed by and, despite the inclement weather, the numbers of children crossing or being dropped off close to her are definitely growing.

CHARITY FUNDRAISING

St Mary’s Great Big Balloon Race

I have been asked by the Raise the Roof Committee at St Mary’s and All Saints Church to thank all of you who purchased a balloon for the above event.   Forty five tickets were returned to the Church by the closing date, of which twenty came from Gloucestershire!   The winning balloon had travelled as far as Oberkrämer, which is approximately 19 miles away from Berlin in Germany.   The winning balloon belonged to a three year old boy and not to a pupil at High March.   The boy will receive a toy and his family wins a hamper donated by Waitrose.

British Heart Foundation Sponsored Swim

Congratulations go to Joanne Birt, Sophie Brown, Sophie Edwards, Henrietta Lowen Cooper and Verity McVey who all swam the maximum permissible distance of fifty lengths in the British Heart Foundation Sponsored Swim at The Chiltern Pool, Amersham.

Red Nose Day

Pupils at High March celebrated Red Nose Day by wearing their red noses and T shirts at break.   I am pleased to announce that Mrs Marriott, mother of Antigone in form 4M, raised £480 for Comic Relief through the sale of 95 T shirts.   The Year 6 girls who were on the ski trip enjoyed wearing their T shirts for the day and Mrs Edwards led an assembly concerning Red Nose Day at Upper School.

Daffodil House Charity Fundraising Event

This year Daffodil House raised £163.12 for Marie Curie Cancer Care through the sale of the daffodils at both sites.   They based their assembly on the charity, Cocoa, which raises money for Chinese orphans to pay for them to have nursing care, bedding and small operations.   Altogether £287.90 was raised following a mufti day and our best wishes go to Mr Rich, father of Arwen in RT who is participating in the Cocoa Polar Expedition.

Malthouse Square Playground

Thank you to everyone who took part in “A Pound to Play” in aid of the Malthouse Square Playground last Friday.   I am pleased to report that £270.42 was raised to support this local venture.

Shamrock House Charity Fundraising Event

At the time of writing, Shamrock House are looking forward to their charity fundraising event in support of the charity Sign.   Further details of the amount raised will follow in the beginning of term newsletter next term.

NSPCC

Our support for the school’s charity, the NSPCC, has continued this term with the NSPCC prefects raising £90 through their sale of the NSPCC wristbands.   We were pleased that £30.50 was raised as a result of the Junior House egg competition and £16.00 following the Upper School Easter Bonnet parade.

Scholastic Book Fair

Mrs Mackay writes:

We are having a Scholastic Book Fair at school from May 1 – 4, 2007. As last year there will be a very wide choice of books available to buy after school on each of these days. Your support for this event last year was fantastic and we were able to use our commission to get many new books both for the classrooms and both libraries.  To coincide with this, Junior House is having a book week starting on Monday 30 April. On that day we have a visiting author/illustrator, Liz Million, to talk to the children about her work and to run some workshops for Years 1 and 2. On Friday 4 May we would like the children to come to school dressed as their favourite book character. We will also be running a competition to design a new cover for your favourite book, so the children can start to think about this in the Easter holidays.

Watford Festival

Following on from the success of Mrs Brown’s pupils at Watford last year, pupils in Years 4 and 5 were also entered this year.   I have already presented medals and certificates to many girls in Assembly over the past two weeks and I look forward to collating all of the results and publishing them in the beginning of term newsletter in April.

Singing Competitions

It always gives me great pleasure to listen to each child sing individually as they compete for the year group singing awards.   Although understandably nervous, the girls always do themselves great justice and the improvement that they make during their time at High March is a joy to witness.   The competitions for Years 4, 5 and 6 will take place next term, but this term I am pleased to announce that the overall winners in Year 2 were Ellen Carter and Charlotte Musa.   Sophia Bradshaw, Francesca Healy, Bethany Hines and Jessica Slater were all highly commended.   In Year 3, the overall winner was Madeleine Chapples, with Chloe Arora and Madeleine Price receiving highly commended and Anna Barlow and Beatrice Morrison being commended.   Well done to everyone in Years 2 and 3!

South Bucks Festival

I am pleased to report that High March had another very successful year at the South Bucks Music Festival.   We are indebted to Mrs Bell for her unstinting support and the huge amount of time that she gives to support the children in this popular event.   Congratulations go to the following girls:

Trophies

Elanor Vickers-Claesens was awarded the trophy for the best overall vocal performance for pupils aged 8 years and under.

Alexandra Taal was awarded the trophy for the best recorder performance for pupils aged 8 years and under.

Guitar Classes

	Hannah Birgani
	First place

	Natasha Biswas
	First place


Piano Classes

	Alice de Vitry
	First place

	Madeleine Chapples
	Third place

	Kate Fallowfield
	Second place

	Rebecca Green
	First place

	Violet Hatch
	Second place

	Elizabeth Lawley
	First place

	Francesca Owen
	Third place

	Madeleine Thornham
	Second place


Recorder Classes

	Katie Bowen
	Third place

	Estelle Harvey
	Second place

	Bethany Hines
	Third place

	Alexandra Taal
	First place


Vocal Classes

	Sophie Adnitt
	First and third places

	Alexandra Baldwin
	Third place

	Tara Daniel
	Two second places

	Lydia Deighton
	First and second places

	Genevieve Harvey
	Third place

	Annabelle Johnstone
	Second place

	Charlotte Musa
	Second place

	Madeleine Price
	Third place

	Jessica Pycroft
	First and third places

	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	First place

	Claire Whittle
	First and two third places

	Amelia Whyman
	Third place


Woodwind Class

	Kate Fallowfield
	Second place


Music Examination Results

Last week some of our pupils took music examinations.   Most of the results will be sent to us during the holidays, but I am pleased to announce the results that have already been issued, together with some results from examinations taken outside school:
	PIANO
	
	
	

	Preparatory Test
	
	
	

	Beatrice Morrison
	
	Francesca Owen
	

	Katie Sanders
	
	Jenna Wyllie
	

	
	
	
	

	Initial Test
	
	
	

	Madeleine Thornham
	Distinction
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Elizabeth Lawley
	Distinction
	
	

	
	
	
	

	SINGING
	
	
	

	Preparatory Test
	
	
	

	Millie Honiball
	
	Alice Ingham-Halshaw
	

	Olivia Warburton
	
	Hannah Williams
	

	
	
	
	

	VIOLIN
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Sophie Brown
	Distinction
	
	


Ski Trip to St Johann in Austria

I am very pleased to write that everyone returned from our visit to St Johann in the Austrian Tirol with just a few bruises and no broken bones!   This year there was no snow behind our hotel, but this did not dampen our spirits as we enjoyed the opportunity to try out the slopes at two other resorts, Steinplatte and Fieberbrunn, which were just a ten minute bus ride away.   The progress of the beginners was a delight to watch and by the end of the week they were all skiing down the slopes with confidence.   For the more advanced skiers amongst us there were plenty of challenges and black runs to be found.   

This was followed by some very enjoyable après ski; such as a sleigh ride, a bowling evening and swimming in an indoor/outdoor pool.   It was my pleasure once more to accompany our Year 6 girls and we received many compliments about their impeccable behaviour and manners.   Organising any residential visit is always a huge task and my gratitude and thanks go to Mrs Jayne McKee for her excellent leadership of the trip.   She was ably supported by Mrs Gill Cook and Mrs Jane Neal, both excellent skiers.   

By the end of the week everyone was able to use the button lifts, chair lifts and gondolas and take part in a slalom race.   Congratulations go to Anushka Mehta who was the fastest girl on the slope with an incredible time of 19.31 seconds and to the rest of the girls who all managed to complete the slalom challenge.   The results in each group were as follows with every girl who took part receiving a medal:

Advanced




Intermediate

Gold


Anushka Mehta
Gold

      
Amy Ward 

Silver 


Liberty Harman
Silver

     
 Isobel McVey

Super Bronze

Sophie Arnold

Super Bronze        
Gabrielle West 

Bronze


Victoria Horwood
Bronze

      
Charlotte Brown




Amelia Noble




Georgina Carr




Jessica Tomson



Georgia Hurrell




Ellen Woodward



Hannah Manning

Beginners
Gold 


 Zoė Hetzel


Silver 


 Francesca Leonard



Super Bronze 

 Sophie Pelton



Bronze


Sophie Adnitt

Hannah Bickley




Kirsten Crouch
Victoria Crouch




Grace Edwards
Clare Marsden




Emma Smith

Isabel Spoerry




Sofia Stavrou

SPORTS REPORTS

SWIMMING FIXTURES

Mrs McKee writes:

At the beginning of the term the Years 5 and 6 Swimming Teams had a swimming match against Heatherton House at the Teikyo Pool.  We had some close races but the final score was Heatherton House 62 points and High March 52 points. 

In the IAPS Preliminary Gala at Maltman’s Green, the U10 & U11 Teams swam their hardest and fastest times. We will have to wait and see if any of the girls have qualified for the finals, in Crawley.

In March we were one of the fourteen teams to enter the Bucks Schools’ Junior Gala, also at Maltman’s Green. All the teams swam well and congratulations go to the following girls:


1st 
Katie Brown
 
50m Backstroke (Y5)


2nd 
Molly Simmons
50m Breaststroke (Y5)


3rd 
Sophie Palmer

50m Breaststroke (Y6)


2nd 
Year 5


Freestyle Relay Team

BRITISH GYMNASTICS AWARDS

Mrs McKee writes:

Congratulations to the following girls:

AWARD 7

Isabel Avery

Anna Barlow

Katie Burling

Lucy Crawley
   Julia Henderson
Kate Mosley

Madeleine Price
Liobhan Ruhan

Ella Tidy 

Elanor Vickers-Claesens

AWARD 5

Elizabeth Marshall

NETBALL FIXTURES

Mrs Sanders writes:

	
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Goals For
	Goals Against

	U11 A
	7
	2
	1
	4
	57
	62

	U11B/C
	13
	8
	2
	3
	48
	37

	U 10 A
	5
	4
	0
	1
	32
	10

	U 10 B/C
	7
	5
	0
	2
	31
	15

	U9 A/B/C
	9
	3
	3
	3
	23
	28

	Totals
	41
	22
	6
	13
	191
	152


The Lent term saw quite a few cancellations due to extremely inclement weather. Overall it was a very successful second half to the season. The U8 girls had a chance to play a little competitive netball, winning two out of three games at Berkhamsted. U9 won bronze medals at the Berkhamsted Tournament as did U10 A and B at the Maltman’s Green Tournament. The U11A team battled their way through an extremely tough group in the IAPS Regional round to reach the National Finals and then finish 21st in the Country. The U11 non-skiers then finished runners-up in the District Tournament out of 28 schools.

Queen Anne’s Invitational Tournament 

The U11A team went out strongly against St Andrew’s and in a very exciting game managed to keep their cool and draw 1-1. A great start against the eventual tournament winners! Two decisive wins followed, but a change of luck gave an unexpected loss against Marlston House 1-3. In the next round we went on to lose our next two matches and draw one. The final position – a slightly disappointing 11th place overall out of 20 teams. (We did lose quite a few players from the team who were sitting senior school entrance examinations though!!)

The U10A team fared slightly better. The girls were in a very tough group with teams that finished 1st, 2nd and 3rd overall. They won three games 4-3, 2-1 and 1-0, then narrowly lost 0-1, 1-2 and 0-2. (The scores show how close it was.) We finished 4th in the group and 8th overall as we lost the play off game gracefully and enjoyed the bacon rolls!

Berkhamsted Tournament 

The U11A team started off in true style and won their way to the semi-finals. In a very close game against Berkhamsted A, they lost their lead and the game 4-3 to finish in third place. The U11B team played hard but could not seem to get their goals in and finished 4th in their group.

The U10B team drew 4-4 with Berkhamsted A and won 8-2 against Berkhamsted B, but lost 3 games to Beechwood Park, Godstowe and Westbrook Hay to finish in 5th place. This was a good result considering they were playing in an A team tournament for practice while the A team were playing at Queen Anne’s on the same day.

Maltman’s Green U10 Tournament

In between the rain showers U10 A played a round robin tournament. They lost the first game 0-2 to Maltman’s Green then woke up to win 4-0 against Little Chalfont, 1-0 against Lambrook Haileybury and 3-0 against St Joseph’s. The group was very close as Lambrook had beaten Maltman’s, Berkhamsted had beaten Lambrook and Maltman’s had beaten us. It was all down to the last game against Berkhamsted. The team played and shot superbly to win convincingly 3-0. The result was close, but Maltman’s won by one point, and three teams drew on points and goals scored for second place. It was decided on goal difference and we came third behind Berkhamsted.

In the ‘B’ tournament the U10B team won 2-1 against St Joseph’s, 1-0 against Lambrook and 2-0 against St Mary’s A. They then failed to score numerous chances to lose 4-0 to Berkhamsted. Again the group was close, with no team winning all of their games and we played Maltman’s in the last game. A win would mean we won the tournament, a loss meant fourth and a high score draw second place. Both teams battled and missed chances and the game ended 1-1. High March finished third overall. 

IAPS Regional Tournament 

Eventually we had a full, injury and illness free U11A squad for the first time this season.  The girls played some outstanding netball at times and won five games 4-2, 9-0, 7-0, 6-0, 8-0. Unfortunately they lost three 7-3, 5-1 and 2-1.  No team had won all of their games so the group was decided on points and goal difference. We finished second and went through to the knock out round where we played the team that had beaten us in the final at Manor Prep – Chandlings.  We had to win to reach the next round and a possible place in the National Finals. The girls were magnificent, stepped up to the challenge and played superbly even though the injuries were starting to be a major problem.  It was 3-3 at half time and both teams’ nerves and supporters were on edge.  It was 4-4 with a minute to go and we scored, Chandlings intercepted a pass and had the ball in the circle ready to shoot as the final whistle went.  We were into the next round playing off for a place in the finals and they were out of the competition.   We went on to win two more close games with Manor Prep 4-2 and Chigwell 5-4 (whose coach plays for England and presented the prizes!)  Our shattered team, after playing nearly three hours of high standard netball, then lost to Lambrook to finish 6th out of 36 teams and a very well deserved place at the Finals at Roedean.  The supporters were hoarse and exhausted!

IAPS National Finals

It was a beautiful, sunny and very windy day on the cliffs of Brighton.  There was not an ice cream or stick of rock to be seen.  Our first game was against Holy Cross, who eventually finished second overall, who beat us 6-3. We had very close games throughout the tournament with scores of 4-5, 0-2, 3-4, 3-2, 1-5, 6-2, 3-6 and so we scored some points for nearly every game.  Unfortunately nerves and the wind affected us, we gave balls away unnecessarily, missed some chances and occasionally lacked a little concentration, meaning that games we could, and should, have won  were lost by one or two goals.  We had the potential to reach the Quarter Finals but sadly did not fulfil it on the day.  The girls and supporters had a great day and the team finished 21st in the country which is not a bad result!  Well done. 

Chiltern and District Tournament 

The majority of the U11 girls were away skiing but, unlike last year, we had enough girls to make up a team.  They started off very well and won 8-0 against Stoke Poges, 12-0 against Chalfont St Peter and 8-2 against Heatherton House.  This meant that they won the group and went through with a bye to the semi-finals as the best result in any group.  A very tough end to end game could have gone either way but the girls converted their goal chances under pressure to win 6-5 and a place in the finals.  We had to play St Joseph’s who had also won all their games.  It was another tough game in which we were leading 2-1 at half time.  The girls were tired and put every last effort into the second half but lost 2-4 to bring home silver medals.  This was a very good performance to be the runners-up out of 28 teams.

Berkhamsted U9 Tournament

The U9A team started off well winning 7-1 against Berkhamsted B, 14-0 against Milton Keynes and 12-0 against High March B. They then narrowly lost to the eventual winners Beechwood Park.  This put the girls out of their stride and they lost 11-2 to Berkhamsted to finish third overall and come home with bronze medals.

The High March B team tried hard against strong opposition but lost four out of five games.  They won 5-3 against Berkhamsted B to finish on a good note.

Inter-House Netball

The sun was shining on the Shamrock House Charity Fundraising Day and we used a green ball to match all the spectators in their green mufti.  Could the Shamrock team win as well?  The matches were very close with most of the games ending with a one or two goal difference. The standard of play was excellent throughout, as was the goal conversion rate and determination of the players.

Roses played Daffodils in the first game.   It was 2-1 to the Roses at half time and after a tremendous effort by the Daffodils, the Roses finished 5-3.

Thistles then played the Shamrocks who converted some great goals under pressure to win 5-2. Maybe it was their day? They then faced Roses who were still full of adrenaline from their close game with the Daffodils. The first half finished 4-2 to the Roses and even though the Shamrocks scored three goals in the second half, so did the Roses to win 7-5. Maybe it wasn’t Shamrocks’ day!

Thistles rearranged their team to face Daffodils and the score was 2-2 at half time. Thistles took the lead but the Daffodils shot superbly to keep up, and then took the lead to finish 5-4.

The next game was the most exciting of the day. Daffodils had to win to have a chance of first place but the Shamrocks again converted their goals and were 3-2 up at half time. The second half was exhilarating.  Every time the Daffodils drew level the Shamrocks managed to score yet another goal, until a minute to go when Daffodils pulled into the lead to finish 6-5.

The final game was another battle.   Daffodils were cheering for Thistles (because if they won by more than two goals then Daffodils would beat the Roses on goal difference).  The Thistles played their best netball of the day and were leading 3-1 at half time.  The Daffodils and Thistles were cheering so loudly that the teams on court could hardly hear the whistle and slowly the Roses clawed their way back, with fantastic team work and stylish shooting to finish 5-4 and win the shield.  Daffodils were second, Shamrocks third and Thistles narrowly fourth.

Well done to all involved!

Mums v Girls Netball 

This will be played at the beginning of next term when the weather has warmed up a little for the Mums!

Swimming Club

The first two sessions in the Summer term at The Teikyo Pool will be open sessions for those considering joining the Swimming Club.   Swimmers should be competent in breast stroke, back stroke and front crawl and be able to swim 20 metres easily in these strokes.

Finally, Mrs Anderson’s family and I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Easter holiday.   For those of you who are travelling, I hope that you find the snow if you are skiing or warmer weather if you are searching for some sunshine!   I look forward to welcoming the children back to another busy and fulfilling term in April.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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