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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)
A  BEGINNING  OF  TERM  NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2007

The weather has been extremely kind to us over the Easter holidays and I am sure that both adults and children have enjoyed the opportunity to be outdoors in the sunshine.   It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school this week and to see them fully rested, with their batteries recharged ready for the busy term ahead.   I would like to extend a warm welcome to any new pupils this term.   We are delighted that both you and your family have joined the High March community and we hope that you will quickly settle into your new school routine.

Staffing

At the end of last term several new staff appointments were made which will take effect from this September.   Mrs Shan Thornham will be joining Mrs Jane Wyllie to teach Reception.   Many of you will know Mrs Thornham as a parent and also as a teacher of Music at High March.   A very experienced teacher of the Early Years, we are delighted that Mrs Thornham will be working alongside Mrs Wyllie and helping to settle some of our very youngest children into full-time school.

Mrs Marilyn Hagon, whom some of you will know as an existing member of our Learning Support team, has been appointed as Head of Learning Support and teacher of Mathematics at Upper School.   Mrs Hagon is a very experienced teacher who has been the Headmistress of two primary schools and a Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator at a Preparatory School.   As an Ofsted Inspector she has a wealth of experience and expertise to bring to the role of Head of Learning Support at High March and we are delighted that she will be joining our team.

Our new Director of Music will be Mr Richard Elliott who is currently Assistant Director of Music at Abingdon School.   Mr Elliott was an organ scholar at Durham University where he completed his MA and PGCE and his repertoire of instruments includes the piano, viola and violin.   He is an experienced conductor of both orchestras and choirs and has enjoyed directing musicals such as “Oliver” and “The Ragged Child”.   A most enthusiastic teacher, Mr Elliott is looking forward to teaching younger pupils as this was an age group that he particularly enjoyed when undertaking his teacher training and subsequent teaching posts.

We are delighted that it has been possible to combine the roles of Head of ICT and Network Manager in our appointment of Mr David Williams.   A father of three young daughters and an experienced teacher of ICT, Mr Williams is currently employed by the Hillingdon Grid for Learning to support ICT systems within the Hillingdon schools.   This has enabled him to widen his knowledge and expertise of the teaching of ICT across both the primary and secondary age range, whilst at the same time trouble-shooting hardware and software problems.   

There was considerable interest in the position of Admissions Secretary and I am pleased to announce that this role will be taken up by Mrs Sue Dunster.   A mother of secondary school aged children, Mrs Dunster is very familiar with the ethos of independent schools and she lives locally in Beaconsfield.   I am sure that many parents will find Mrs Dunster to be very approachable and that she will be an excellent addition to our dedicated administration team at High March.

Interactive Whiteboard Programme

I am delighted to announce that our rolling programme of introducing interactive whiteboards across the school has commenced with the installation of boards and laptops in forms 5C, 5K and 6E during the Easter holidays.   The staff have now received initial training on the use of these boards, with further inset to follow on suitable curriculum software.   In the Upper School Hall a data projector has been mounted on the ceiling for use in Assemblies and other events.

Routine maintenance such as decorating has continued during the holidays and Junior House children were delighted to return to find that the floor of the Junior House Hall has been completely refurbished.   

Extra Calendar Dates

There are some additions to this term’s calendar and so parents are kindly requested to take note of the following:

· Monday, 30 April, Local Police Officer, Vijay Desai, will speak to Year 6 during Periods 1 and 2 regarding “Safety Awareness on Transfer to Secondary School”.

· Friday, 18 May, teachers from Beaconsfield High School will be visiting to meet those Year 6 pupils who will be moving on there next term.

· Saturday, 19 May, IAPS Swimming Finals at Crawley.

· Tuesday, 10 July, outing for Nursery R and Nursery K to Odds Farm Park from 10 am until 2 pm. 

Class Placements in September 2007

As last year, I plan to write to all parents at half term to inform you of your child’s class teacher in September.   As is traditional at High March, the children will remain in their same form groups as they move up a year.

Setting in Upper School

I am pleased to announce that from September pupils in Years 4 to 6 will be taught in three sets for mathematics.   Setting in English will not take place until Year 5 and there will continue to be two groups.

It is planned that the staff who teach English and Mathematics to the current Year 5 will take their groups on into Year 6 thus ensuring continuity.   I have worked with this system before and it has the benefit that the teachers already know the children very well at the beginning of Year 6 and it eliminates the need for a period of settling in and getting to know each other.   It may, of course, be necessary to move some children into a different set and if this is the case then parents will be informed by the end of this term.

Pupils moving into Years 4 and 5 in September will be placed into their sets according to their end of year examination results, their work in class and the recommendation of their subject teachers.   The set lists will be drawn up over the summer holidays and the children will find out which group they are in when they return to school in September.   This can be a very anxious time for both pupils and parents alike and I would like to reassure all parents that the children at High March achieve very good academic results and this is largely due to being placed in the correct set.   Many children thrive when working at the top of a “B” group, rather than feeling demoralised at the bottom of an “A” group.   Both sets follow the same syllabus, but the “A” set works at a quicker pace and will be given some extension tasks.   All the sets will cover the entire syllabus, but may use different textbooks or resources to get to the same end goal.   

There is the option to take Latin in Year 5.   There are two Latin sets and the children who do not take Latin follow a course of extra English and Mathematics.   Places are allocated in the two Latin sets based on the recommendation of the English and French staff.   Parents will be informed of the school’s recommendation regarding Latin by letter at the end of this term.

Scholastic Book Fair

Further details regarding special events at Junior House to celebrate our Book Week are being sent home under separate cover.   Upper School pupils will, however, be brought down to Junior House during one of their lessons to browse through the books available at our Book Fair and all parents are warmly invited to visit the Book Fair after school from Tuesday, May 1 until Friday, May 4, when an interesting range of books will be on sale.   As Mrs Mackay reported in the last newsletter your support for this event last year was fantastic and we were able to use our commission to get many new books both for the classrooms and both libraries.   We hope to achieve an equally good result this year.

School Travel News

Mrs Arnold, Mrs Avery and Mrs Johnstone write:

· The STP Working Party will hold its Summer Term meeting next Tuesday, May 1, at 8:30 pm at Junior House.  Any pupils, staff or parents who have any items for the agenda, please pass them to one of the above STP Co-ordinators via the School Office.

· We sent a representative to the Annual School Travel Conference in Aston Clinton this week and were please when the work of our Junior Road Safety Officers last year, Maddy Clark, Jasmine Harris and Katie Hyde-Coppock, was highlighted.  The JRSOs assisted the STP co-ordinators in preparing an Award Bid for our cycle and scooter shelters, and for cycling training.

· Our current JRSOs, Katy Hills and Annabel Johnstone, have been drafting a School Cycling and Scootering Policy, which they will "launch" shortly during Assembly.

· Walk to School Week will be 21 – 25 May.

· Bike week will be 16 – 24 June.

· We would like to thank Mrs Sally Brown and her team of volunteers Mrs Caroline Barton, Mrs Kate Chapples, Mrs Jane Stephens and Mrs Hilary Zayed for once again undertaking Cycling Training for Year 6.

· Sadly the glorious second career of our Admissions Secretary, Mrs Sarah Hodge, as School  Crossing Patroller will come to an end at the end of the term when Mrs Hodge leaves High March to move to the West Country.  You will no doubt agree that her presence every morning in Ledborough Lane has been a significant factor in increasing the number of children walking / cycling to High March.   Please help us to continue her good work by considering working either in the morning or the afternoon or on a job share as a School Crossing Patroller.  We enhance the Bucks County Council hourly rate as this is a fairly valuable role within the school community.

· We conclude with a plea to parents to consider walking / parking and walking at least once a week.  Twenty five per cent of carbon emissions in the UK are from traffic.  Reducing traffic and parking congestion can only assist with our school planning application.

Watford Festival

At the end of last term many girls took part in The Watford Speech and Drama Festival.   My thanks go to Mrs Brown and Mrs Matthews who prepared the girls so well and succeeded in gaining medals in every class.   Congratulations to everyone who participated and I am pleased to announce that the following girls were awarded medals:

Year 2 Verse Speaking, Own Choice

Sophia Bradshaw

Bronze Medal

Annabel Smith

Gold Medal

Year 2 Verse Speaking, Set Poem

Maddie Speed


Silver Medal

Year 3 Verse Speaking, Own Choice

Elizabeth Lawley

Bronze Medal

Francesca Owen

Silver Medal

Year 3 Verse Speaking, Set Poem

Katie Bowen


Bronze Medal

Francesca Owen

Bronze Medal

Madeleine Chapples

Gold Medal

Madeleine Price

Gold Medal

Year 3 Prose Reading

Madeleine Chapples

Gold Medal

Duologues for Year 5 and Under

Alexandra Baldwin and Annabel Streete

Bronze Medal

Hannah Marsden and Verity McVey


Bronze Medal

Azra Tejani and Philippa Hearn


Bronze Medal

Bryony Wilson and Kate Standish


Bronze Medal

Elisha Sohi and Natasha Biswas


Silver Medal

Georgina Finch and Ophelia Jeffrey


Silver Medal

Amelia Whyman and Lydia Deighton

Gold Medal

Music Examination Results

Last term some of our pupils took music examinations with the following results:

	CLARINET
	
	
	

	Grade Three
	
	Grade Four
	

	Sophie Adnitt
	Merit
	Timona Chetty
	Merit

	
	
	
	

	FLUTE
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	Grade Two
	

	Tara Daniel
	
	Isobel Spoerry
	Merit

	Amelia Whyman
	Merit
	
	

	Grade Three
	
	
	

	Clare Marsden
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PIANO
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	
	

	Madeleine Chapples
	
	Fleur Tidy
	Merit

	Elisha Sohi
	Merit
	Kate Fallowfield
	Distinction

	
	
	
	

	SINGING
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	
	

	Chloe Arora
	
	Sophie Brown
	

	Aimee Conway
	
	Genevieve Harvey
	

	Ella Hodge
	
	Georgia Clarke
	Merit

	Caitlin Jones
	Merit
	Verity McVey
	Merit

	Isabel Smart
	Merit
	Anna Barlow
	Distinction

	Alexandra Baldwin
	Distinction
	Charlotte Crawley
	Distinction

	Kate Fallowfield
	Distinction
	Violet Hatch
	Distinction

	Laura Quartey
	Distinction
	Annabel Streete
	Distinction

	Grade Two
	
	
	

	Amelia Noble
	
	Katy Hills
	

	Sofia Stavrou
	
	Isabel Avery
	Merit

	Gabrielle Woodward
	Merit
	
	

	Grade Three
	
	
	

	Emma Smith
	
	Ellen Woodward
	

	Sophie Adnitt
	Merit
	Tavia Chetty
	Merit

	Georgina Finch
	Merit
	
	

	Grade Five
	
	
	

	Isobel McVey 
	Merit
	Annabel Johnstone
	Distinction

	
	
	
	


Many congratulations to all these pupils and to all their teachers.

“Joseph” Choir

Some of you may have been watching the television programme “Any Dream Will Do” which is currently on BBC1 on a Saturday evening.   This programme is searching for “a new face” to play the role of Joseph in the West End and we have decided to enter a choir from High March into the competition that is being run in conjunction with this series.   As the rules state that we are only allowed to have twenty children in the choir, it has been necessary on this occasion for Mrs Bell to select pupils from Years 4 to 6 to participate.   The successful pupils will be informed shortly and we apologise for any disappointment that this could cause to those children who are not selected.

Swimming at Davenies

Mrs McKee writes:

Swimming at Davenies starts next week on April 30. On a health and safety issue please can you check your daughter's feet for verrucas and treat, if necessary, with a waterproof gel treatment such as Bazuka or a foot sock (available from a chemist or sports shop). Unfortunately, if the verruca is left untreated your daughter will not be able to swim on that session.    Also, if your daughter has earrings, please leave them at home on swimming days.

Please do make sure that every item of clothing that your child wears to school is named, including knickers and socks.   This is important every day, but particularly on a swimming day!

Thank you for your co-operation with these matters.

School Uniform

We have received many positive comments regarding the new tunic that has been chosen for Junior House.   The School Shop assure me that there will be sufficient stock of the new tunic, but this will not be available before July.

We hope shortly to be able to display some sample new style skirts and hope that as many parents as possible will offer their opinions.   Three new styles have been chosen, together with our existing skirt, and these will be made up in the regulation blue fabric and then displayed in the School Office.   The Parent Representative on the Governing Board, Mrs Alison Arnold, has also kindly offered to take the skirts to class coffee mornings for consultation purposes.

Regarding the new winter coat, the Governors have viewed several sample coats and the final prototype is currently in production.   As soon as this is approved, it will be on display in the School Office.   It is still our anticipation that the new coat will be available for this September.

It would be greatly appreciated if you could check that your child comes to school in the correct uniform.   The staff have noticed that last term some children were not looking as smart as we would like, with hems coming down and buttons missing from their coats.   We will be monitoring the appearance of the children very closely this term as we want to be proud of the appearance of High March pupils in and around Beaconsfield.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that only plain, white ankle socks should be worn with summer dresses.   If you feel that it is too cold for ankle socks then please do send your child to school in winter uniform until the weather becomes milder.   As mentioned in a previous newsletter the currently fashionable “ballet style pump” shoe is not allowed at school.   It is essential that all the girls in Upper School have the navy cagoule as they will need to wear it if it rains on a swimming day.

Charity Fund Raising

Many congratulations to Shamrock House who raised £221.31 for the local charity “Sign”, which supports deaf people.  Mrs Wendy Kelly visited us in Assembly to talk about the work of “Sign” and the girls raised money with a mufti day with a green or Irish theme, a cookie sale (some of the cookies were green!) and a netball goal shooting competition. 
Compulsory School Events

I would like to draw your attention to the following dates in the school calendar that are compulsory school events that we expect your child to attend:


Junior House Sports for Reception and Year 1
Saturday, June 16 at 10am


Senior Sports for Years 2 to 6



Saturday, June 23 at 10am


Nursery Sports for NR and NK


Friday, June 29 at 11am


Prize Giving for Years 3 to 6



Friday, July 6 at 2pm

Parents are warmly invited to join us on these occasions and more details will follow in due course.   Should there be a genuine reason why your child will be unable to attend any of these events, then permission must be sought from me in writing as early as possible.   As you can imagine, a lot of planning is needed for these occasions to run smoothly and the staff need a lot of notice in order to be able to plan for a participant’s non-attendance.

The summer term is always action-packed with lots of events, both inside and outside the classroom.   We encourage all of our pupils to participate in as many activities as possible and to enjoy themselves at school.   The staff and I are always very grateful for all the support that we receive from the parental body and we look forward to working with you in the term ahead.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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