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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)
HALF  TERM  NEWSLETTER

MAY 2007

The Art Exhibition

As I write this newsletter both Junior House and Upper School are full of visitors exclaiming over the delights of our annual Art Exhibition.   This year the staff and children have excelled themselves with a diverse and exciting range of exhibits.   From the themed classrooms in Junior House to the displays of curriculum and art work at Upper School, it is clear to see that the children benefit from the opportunity to use different mediums and study different topics and artists.   The central display on the stage at Upper School based on the theme of India is a shining example of the broad range of skills and techniques that the children are taught.   My thanks go to all of the staff who have worked tirelessly over the past few weeks to ensure that this year’s exhibition is stimulating and exciting for all our visitors and pupils.   Particular thanks must go to Mrs Bissett who has co-ordinated the entire event and to her talented team – Mrs Crawley-Boevey who also teaches Art and Mrs Campbell, the Art technician.

Classes for 2007

As promised in my last newsletter, I am now able to inform you of the class placements for this September.   As usual the children will move up in their current form groups as follows:


Form RH will move to 1C with Mrs Corcoran


Form RT will move to 1M with Mrs Mackay


Form 1M will move to 2AN with Mrs Atherton and Mrs Noble


Form 1C will move to 2TM with Miss Toop and Mrs Maloney


Form 2AN will move to 3H with Mrs Halford


Form 2TM will move to 3J with Miss Jones


Form 3H will move to 4B with Mrs Bissett


Form 3J will move to 4M with Mrs Mullin


Form 4B will move to 5C with Mrs Cook


Form 4M will move to 5K with Mrs Kilbourn


Form 5C will move to 6C with Mrs Crawley-Boevey


Form 5K will move to 6F with Mr Felt

Book Fair
During the week commencing April 30 Junior House enjoyed many book related activities.   The week began with an exciting visit from the author and illustrator, Liz Million.   Liz was an energetic and talented presenter and she enthused many of the children so greatly that they produced many exciting illustrations of their own.

On Friday, May 4, we celebrated a Book Character Day with all of the children (and staff too) coming to school dressed as their favourite book character.   Mrs Donlon kindly judged the costumes and our congratulations go to the following prize winners:


NR
Alistair Whittick
Harry  from Harry and the Dinosaurs


NK
Sofia McLellan
Little Red Riding Hood


RH
Polly Allan

Tiger Lily


RT
Amaal Hasen

Russell the Sheep


1C
Rosie Burling

The Lion from The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe


1M
Alicia Kidd

Flat Stanley


2AN
Chloe Chancheong
Mr Twit


2TM
Maddie Speed

Mrs Twit

During the week we also welcomed The Scholastic Book Fair and I am pleased to announce that a total of £896.57 was raised in commission that will be spent on new books for use at both Junior House and Upper School.

Many Junior House children entered our competition to design a book jacket for their favourite book.   The winners of this competition were:


RH
Heather McAlister
The Mirror Bird


RT
Elizabeth Baldwin
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs


1C
India Crawshaw
The Worst Witch


1M
Bryony Gray

The Tale of Jemima Puddle Duck


2AN
Charlotte Musa
Topsy-Turvy Land


2AN
Jessica Slater

Esio Trot


2TM
Megan Allan

Five Go Off to Camp

Book Week was a huge success and the children in Upper School are now asking for their own Book Character Day next term!   My thanks go to Mrs Mackay for all her hard work in organising the many and varied aspects of the week and to the staff team at Junior House who supported her behind the scenes.

Upper School Library Competition

Mrs Mullin writes:

The librarians organised a competition this term to design a motto for the school library.   The winners were as follows:

 
Year 3 

Francesca Owen

Year 4 

Annabel Streete

 
Year 5 

Emma Sutcliffe

 
Year 6 

Suzanna Burgess

The runners-up were Alex Baldwin, Julia Henderson, Alexandra Taal, Ellen Woodward and Charlotte Way.   The Year 6 Librarians would like to thank everyone who participated. The standard was very high and the winning designs will be on display in the library.

 

French Trip

Mrs Kilbourn writes:

At the beginning of May, Year 6 enjoyed a three-day trip to Chateau d'Ebblinghem, near St Omer in Northern France. The visit was a great success with plenty of opportunity for the girls to listen to and speak French, whilst exploring local places of interest. Trips included visits to a typical French bakery, a cheese farm, a snail farm, the town of St Omer, the Bunker d'Eperlecques (a World War II site) and, most popular of all, a chocolate factory, where the girls watched chocolates being made and were able to sample some the produce! One of the other highlights was a shopping trip on our way back to Calais where the girls were able to spend the Euros they had left and practise their French in the shops.

 I am already planning next year's trip for the girls currently in Year 5, and am looking forward to a few days at the Chateau again towards the end of June 2008.

School Uniform

Following a request that the style of the Upper School skirt should be reviewed, the School Shop has produced some sample alternative styles.   These can be viewed in the School Office after half term and it would be greatly appreciated if parents could make their opinions known by completing a brief form.   These will then be collated in order that we can ascertain parental views.

Rose House Charity Fundraising

On Thursday, May 10, Rose House took Assembly in Upper School and they held a charity fundraising event to support Link Ethiopia, a charity linking British schools to schools in the Gondar region of Ethiopia.   During Assembly the children talked about Link Ethiopia and also about the legend of St George.    This was particularly appropriate as St George is also the patron saint of Ethiopia.   

To raise money, children in both Junior House and Upper School were encouraged to come to school in their own clothes, adhering to a red and pink theme.   At Upper School doughnuts and ice lollies were sold and there were various games, such as Pin the Tail on the Dragon, Name the House Teddy Bear and a Panda Raffle.   Altogether a grand total of £673.49 was raised – well done Rose House!

Collection of Pupils at the end of the School Day

It would be greatly appreciated if all adults who are waiting for High March children could ensure that younger siblings are fully supervised at all times.   Over the past two weeks, I have had to ask children not to climb over a member of staff’s car at Upper School and I have had to remove a stick from a young child who was brandishing it near some younger children who were waiting.   Both incidents could have caused serious injury or damage.   If your child is collected by another adult, please do ask them to ensure that the children who accompany them understand that the Upper School car park is not a playground.   Your co-operation in this matter will be greatly appreciated. 

South Bucks Music Festival

In addition to the successes reported in the March newsletter, I am pleased to announce that Isabel Spoerry gained first place in the Woodwind Grades I and II class.   As a result she was invited to participate in the prize winners’ concert, but was sadly unable to do so as she was away on the ski trip with Year 6.

Ballet Results

Last term a number of girls were entered for various ballet examinations and we have now received an excellent set of results.   Our congratulations go to Mrs Henry and the Monzani School of Ballet who prepared the girls so well.

	Primary with Distinction:
	

	Amy Hine
	

	
	

	Primary with Merit:
	

	Ella Cruickshank
	Isabel Highsted

	Taylor Highsted
	Darcey Hudson

	Alicia Kidd
	Rachel Stevens

	
	

	Standard I with Distinction:
	

	Maddy Speed
	Susannah Taylor

	Olivia Warburton
	Imogen Yates

	
	

	Standard I with Merit:
	

	Sophia Bradshaw
	Eloise Harman

	Millie Honiball
	Jade Patel

	Yolanda Quartey
	Annabel Smith

	Anna Way
	Lola Willcock

	
	

	Grade I with Distinction:
	

	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	

	
	

	Grade I:
	

	Amy Wood
	

	
	

	Standard II with Merit:
	

	Laura Quartey
	Charlotte Way

	
	

	Grade II:
	

	Tara Daniel
	


Dancing Competition

Many congratulations to Isabel Nash, Katie O’Toole and Isabella Ritchie in form 4M who won first place in their class at a dance competition held by The Monzani School of Dance at Drake Hall, Amersham, on Saturday, May 19.   The girls were encouraged to enter the class by Miss Michaela and they choreographed their own dance to “Bruised” by The Sugababes.

Sporting Success

We are always delighted to hear that our pupils take part in a variety of sporting activities and so it was with great interest that I learnt that Ellie Bagshaw in form 5C had taken part in the London and South East rounds of the British Regional Youth Climbing Series.   After climbing eighteen different routes over three days, Ellie was sixth overall – a magnificent achievement as it was her first competition, she was competing against some national team members and she was one of the youngest in the 10 – 12 age group.   Well done Ellie!

IAPS National Swimming Championships
Mrs McKee writes:

This prestigious gala was for the finalists who qualified from all of the regional rounds and with over 115 schools entering this initial stage, the competition was tough.  We were delighted when we heard that Katie Brown had been selected as one of the twelve fastest, for the U10 25m Backstroke race. She swam extremely well in her heat and went on to achieve an amazing 4th place in the final, with a time of 18.54sec.

The U10 Freestyle Relay Team were selected to swim at the eleventh hour and achieved a very creditable 11th place in the final - well done!  This is the first time a relay team has qualified for the nationals and they certainly rose to the challenge - congratulations to Katie Brown, Molly Simmons, Bryony Wilson and Ellie Bagshaw.

 

Inter-County Gala
Mrs McKee writes:

Congratulations to Katie Brown and Molly Simmons who were selected from the Bucks Schools' Gala to represent the county at Barnet Copthall. Both girls swam exceptionally well in their individual races and Katie's squad relay team achieved first place, with a record breaking time!  

Walk to School Week

The School and the STP Co-ordinators would like to thank all of our pupils and parents for the excellent response this week to "Walk to School Week" as an unprecedented number of children have been seen walking, cycling and scootering to School.  We would also like to thank our School Crossing Patroller, Mrs Hodge, for helping in this regard and our Junior Road Safety Officers for doing such a good job as Junior Traffic Wardens. 
I would like to wish you all a happy and restful half term holiday.   I look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday, June 4.

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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