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Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B.Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

 


SUMMER TERM NEWSLETTER 2007
It has been my pleasure to welcome so many parents and guests to the numerous functions that we have held during the second half of this Summer Term.   
Years 2 and 3 Concerts
On the afternoon of Wednesday, June 27, parents and guests enjoyed two splendid performances by pupils in Years 2 and 3.   The afternoon began with the Year 2 production of “Sleeping Beauty’s Dream” and was followed by “Fiends Reunited” performed by Year 3.   Both concerts included some excellent acting and singing, together with stunning costumes and makeup.  As Musical Director, Mrs Bell once more inspired the girls to produce memorable performances.   Our thanks go to all the staff involved and the many parents who helped with the costumes and makeup.
National Schools’ Handwriting Competition

Earlier this year pupils from High March entered this prestigious competition and I am delighted to announce that Charlotte Way in form 4M is the runner-up in the eight year old category.   Over one hundred schools entered and the judges looked at over four thousand entries and so Charlotte is to be commended for doing so well.
Recycling Activities
Mrs Murray writes:

On Thursday 28th June the girls of 5K took part in Aylesbury Vale's 13th annual Recycled Clothes Show.  This was the first time that we had been eligible to take part in the Accessories section, as the competition was opened to all Bucks secondary and junior aged children.  The girls worked hard during Art lessons and at home and produced a lovely variety of accessories ranging from bags to hats to hair slides.  Their items were displayed, with other school entries, in the foyer of Aylesbury Civic Centre and were judged before the beginning of the fashion show itself.  All the entries were of a high standard and showed a great deal of thought and imagination.   There were approximately eighty entries and our girls did really well winning the first prize and joint third prize with another school.  The winner was Katie Brown, with her colourful, roomy knitted beach bag.  Katie made her large knitting needles from metal tubing tipped with pencils and sellotape.  The bag itself was knitted using plastic bags cut into long strips.  The straps were plaited plastic and the fastening toggle was a cork.  Charlotte Cameron took third place with a lovely hat made from a cardboard crown and brim covered with fabric, lace and crocheted plastic and small bows.  The senior schools put on a wonderful display of clothes using recycled textiles or non-textiles and the whole evening was most enjoyable. 

SUMMER SPORTS REPORT
The weather has not been kind to us this term and it was most unfortunate that we had to cancel Senior Sports as it is an occasion when pupils, parents, staff, governors and guests can join together to enjoy some competitive sport.   Despite this disappointment, however, the PE department are to be congratulated on their tenacity and hard work, as over the past two weeks they have worked like Trojans to ensure that the children have run their races.   
Mrs McKee writes:
Athletics
The winners were as follows:

House Tunnel Ball

Thistle


House Relay Shield

Daffodil


House Sports Shield

Rose


Senior Victor Ludorum
Sophie Palmer and Katy Hills

Junior Victor Ludorum
Katie Brown

Tennis
This is the third year we have taken part in the Buckinghamshire U12 Tennis Cup. We had three excellent victories against Year 7 girls from Sir William Borlase, Wycombe High School and St Mary’s. The Year 6 Tennis Team enjoyed all their matches, producing some exciting rallies and games. Well done!

Good luck to Anushka Mehta and Hannah Manning who will be representing the School in the IAPS Tennis Championships at Queenswood, in the summer holidays. They will be playing singles and doubles matches and let’s hope for better weather than they had at Wimbledon! 

Rose House won the Inter-House Tennis. 

Swimming
During the term we had another opportunity to swim against Davenies. We took along teams from Years 3, 4 and 5. The Year 5 Team won three of their individual races and both relays, but despite this excellent team performance, we still only managed to draw on points. Congratulations to all the teams - we will beat the boys one day! 

Final results:      High March 83           Davenies 128     

Finally, I would like to thank all the parents who have helped with transport and supporting the girls at fixtures and to Ann Martin and Karen Simmons, for all their hard work at the Teikyo Pool, with the Swimming Squad.  

Daffodil House won the Inter-House Swimming Gala.

Junior Mastermind

Earlier this term all Year 5 girls took part in a quiz to choose a representative to be put forward to enter the BBC television programme, “Junior Mastermind”.   Tavia Chetty was selected and we are delighted that she will be interviewed by telephone at the beginning of the holidays to see if she can make it to the last sixteen candidates.   Tavia’s specialist subject will be Queen Elizabeth I and we all wish her great success in the competition.
Safe Cycling

Congratulations to the following girls who took part this year in the Safe Cycling programme:

Suzanna Burgess

Kirsten Crouch

Victoria Crouch

Grace Edwards

Anne Gill


Liberty Harman

Katy Hills


Georgia Hurrell

Annabel Johnstone

Emily Kotz


Jessica Tomson

Ellen Woodward
For some years now Safe Cycling has been organised by Mrs Sally Brown who will sadly be relinquishing this role at the end of this year.   My thanks go to her and her team of helpers – Mrs Caroline Barton, Mrs Kate Chapples, Mrs Jane Stephens, Mrs Gita Streete and Mrs Hilary Zayed.

Lamda Speech and Drama Examination Results

We anticipate that the results for pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 will come in during the holidays.   The certificates will be presented to the girls early next term in Prayers and any leavers are asked to contact the School Office next term to arrange collection of their certificates.
We do have the results for the girls who took the Introductory, Preliminary and Preparatory examinations.  Many congratulations to Mrs Brown for the excellent Year 1, 2 and 3 results which follow:

	YEAR 1 INTRODUCTORY
	

	Charlotte Brown
	Distinction
	
	Ella Cruickshank
	Distinction

	Bryony Gray
	Distinction
	
	Caroline Hatter
	Distinction

	Isabel Highsted
	Distinction
	Taylor Highsted
	Distinction

	Amy Hine
	Distinction
	Poppy Hodge
	Distinction

	Jennifer Murphy
	Distinction
	Molly Schoenfeld
	Distinction

	Selin Whittick
	Distinction
	Molly Arnold
	Merit

	India Crawshaw
	Merit
	Darcey Hudson
	Merit

	Erin McMoneagle
	Merit
	Atousa Ramezani
	Merit

	Katie Sanders
	Merit
	Rachel Stevens
	Merit

	
	
	
	

	YEAR 2 PREPARATORY
	

	Megan Allan
	Distinction
	
	Sophia Bradshaw
	Distinction

	Chloe Chancheong
	Distinction
	
	Millie Honiball
	Distinction

	Chloe Imlah
	Distinction
	Erin McDermott
	Distinction

	Jasmine Mukerji
	Distinction
	Olivia Pelton
	Distinction

	Annabel Smith
	Distinction
	Madeleine Speed
	Distinction

	Isabel Windsor
	Distinction
	Amy Wonnacott
	Distinction

	Imogen Yates
	Distinction
	Gabi Besant
	Merit

	Charley-Nicole Burgess
	Merit
	Ellen Carter
	Merit

	Sophie Clifford-King
	Merit
	Gemma Davis
	Merit

	Victoria Greenough
	Merit
	Alexandra Haddad
	Merit

	Eloise Harman
	Merit
	Francesca Healy
	Merit

	Olivia Mason
	Merit
	Louise Morgan
	Merit

	Charlotte Musa
	Merit
	Yolanda Quartey
	Merit

	Elise Randall-Thomas
	Merit
	Jessica Slater
	Merit

	Susannah Taylor
	Merit
	Eleanor Thornton
	Merit

	Lola Willcock
	Merit
	Hannah Williams
	Merit

	
	
	
	

	YEAR 3 PRELIMINARY
	

	Sophie Barton
	Distinction
	
	Katie Bowen
	Distinction

	Madeleine Chapples
	Distinction
	
	Georgia Clarke
	Distinction

	Imogen Deighton
	Distinction
	Rebecca Green
	Distinction

	Alice Ingham-Halshaw
	Distinction
	Estelle Harvey
	Distinction

	Elizabeth Lawley
	Distinction
	Elisabeth Mackintosh
	Distinction

	Beatrice Morrison
	Distinction
	Kate Mosley
	Distinction

	Francesca Owen
	Distinction
	Madeleine Price
	Distinction

	Zara Zaman
	Distinction
	Annelot Zayed
	Distinction

	Chloe Arora
	Merit
	Isabel Avery
	Merit

	Anna Barlow
	Merit
	Ayesha Chaudhry
	Merit

	Yaël Colford
	Merit
	Lucy Crawley
	Merit

	Violet Hatch
	Merit
	Julia Henderson
	Merit

	Francesca Moseley
	Merit
	Victoria Smith
	Merit

	Alexandra Taal
	Merit
	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	Merit

	Georgia Weiner
	Merit
	Jenna Wyllie
	Merit

	Amy Wood
	Merit
	
	


Music Examination Results

We were delighted by the number of girls who participated in individual music examinations this term.   Many congratulations to Mrs Bell and her team of teachers on the pleasing results below:   
 
	CLARINET
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Hannah Marsden
	
	
	

	Grade III
	
	
	

	Emma Smith
	
	Ophelia Jeffrey
	

	FLUTE
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Gabrielle Woodward
	
	Kate Fallowfield
	Merit

	Grade III
	
	
	

	Lydia Sefton-Minns
	
	Ella Smart
	

	PIANO
	
	
	

	Prep Test
	
	
	

	Megan Allan
	
	Georgina Carr
	

	Imogen Deighton
	
	Lucie Gill
	

	Alexandra Haddad
	
	Elisabeth Mackintosh
	

	Ella Tidy
	
	Hannah Williams
	

	Amy Wonnacott
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Isabel Avery
	
	
	

	Grade II
	
	
	

	Charlotte Brown
	
	Francesca Leonard
	

	Grade V
	
	
	

	Alice de Vitry
	
	
	

	RECORDER
	
	
	

	Prep Test
	
	
	

	Katie Bowen
	
	Estelle Harvey
	

	Ella Tidy
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Tara Daniel
	Merit
	
	

	SINGING
	
	
	

	Prep Test
	
	
	

	Naima Ahmad
	
	Megan Allan
	

	Ellen Carter
	
	Sophie Clifford-King
	

	Gemma Davis
	
	Victoria Greenough
	

	Alexandra Haddad
	
	Eloise Harman
	

	Bethany Hines
	
	Faye Hopkinson
	

	Josie Kucera
	
	Elisabeth Mackintosh
	

	Louise Morgan
	Jade Patel
	

	Olivia Pelton
	
	Elise Randall-Thomas

	Annabel Smith
	Alexandra Taal
	

	Eleanor Thornton
	
	Anna Way
	

	Amy Wonnacott
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Lucie Gill
	Madeleine Thornham
	

	Bryony Wilson
	
	Claire Whittle
	Distinction

	Grade II
	
	
	

	Alexandra Baldwin
	Merit
	Annabel Streete
	Merit

	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	Amelia Whyman
	Merit

	Madeleine Chapples
	Merit
	
	

	Grade III
	
	
	

	Tara Daniel
	
	Lydia Deighton
	

	Jessica Pycroft
	
	
	

	Grade V
	
	
	

	Ophelia Jeffrey
	
	Francesca Leonard
	

	Anushka Mehta
	
	
	

	VIOLIN
	
	
	

	Prep Test
	
	
	

	Ellen Carter
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Anne Gill
	
	Antigone Marriott
	

	Emma Sutcliffe
	
	
	


School Uniform
Following extensive consultation with parents and The School Shop I am now in a position to confirm the following changes to the school uniform:
· From September there will be a new tunic at Junior House and a new skirt at Upper School.   Both garments will be made in a fabric which is similar in colour and texture to our existing tunic and skirt, but the new fabric has been tested to prove that it is more durable.   The tunic has already been on display in the School Office and the skirt that has been chosen is the fully pleated one which was skirt “C” in the parental survey.   Of the parents who completed the survey the majority voted for skirt “C”.

· There will also be a new winter coat from September.   The coat has been designed and tested to conform with the requirements that emanated from the school coat survey last year.   Similar in design to the existing coat, it is both shower proof and machine washable with no belt, but with an attractive tartan, quilted lining which will keep the girls warm during the cold weather.

· The blue roll neck top worn under the tunics at Junior House will no longer be part of the uniform and all girls are asked to wear the school blouse in future.

The School Shop anticipates that the three new items of uniform will be available in the shop from the middle of September.   Parents may place advance orders with the School Shop during the Summer holidays and, if there is sufficient demand, we will arrange for The School Shop to visit us after school one day to distribute the orders.   As a result of this we would be very grateful if as many girls as possible could return to school in their summer uniform in September.   As I have stated before, we are happy for the girls to wear their blazers up until half term.
As is normal practice there will be a year’s handover period in which pupils may wear either the old or new items of uniform.   However, the old style uniform will no longer be sold at Second Hand Uniform Sales.

Second Hand Uniform

Thank you to Mrs Patricia Moe and her team of volunteer mothers who run the Second Hand Uniform sales twice a term.   I would like to draw your attention to the pre-term sale that is planned for the afternoon of Monday, September 3 at 2:30pm in the Junior House Hall.   Any items for this sale should be left in the School Office during the school holidays.

High March Ball

Mrs Avery writes:

An Advance Notice for your diaries:

The High March Ball 2009 will take place on 27 June, 2009, at Hallbarn by kind permission of the Honourable Jenefer Farncombe.  Current parents who were members of the 2006 Hollywood Ball Committee will be given first refusal to join the Committee again when it reconvenes early in the Autumn term.  If any other parents who have not identified themselves to an existing Ball Committee member are interested in joining the Ball Committee 2009, would they please notify the School Office.
The Social Group
The Social Group has had a most productive year.   I do hope that you have all donned your High March aprons and been busy cooking following the publication of our very own recipe book!   The children have enjoyed the visiting drama groups, parties and discos that have been arranged for them and we are very grateful for all the fundraising that the Social Group does on our behalf.   
This term Mrs Harriet Baldwin, Mrs Paula Barlow, Mrs Tracy Greenough, Mrs Maria Ingham-Halshaw, Mrs Sonia Pelton, Mrs Julia Woodward and Mrs Jane Wyllie are all standing down as members of the Social Group and so I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all that they have done for the school.   Next year Mrs Michelle McLellan and Mrs Wendy Nash will share the role of Chairperson, with Mrs Lynne Warburton and Ms Debbie Casey assuming the roles of Treasurer and Secretary respectively.   
The School Travel Plan Working Party
There is no doubt that the dedication of our parental members of the School Travel Plan Working Party contributed enormously to the success of the recent planning application to vary the condition on the hours of use of the proposed swimming pool.   Thank you to Mrs Alison Arnold, Mrs Belinda Avery, Mrs Kathryn Johnstone, Mrs Jacquetta Lowen-Cooper and Ms Christine O’Neil for all their support in this venture.   
During “Walk to School Week” our two Junior Road Safety Officers, Annabel Johnstone and Katy Hills organised a scavenger hunt competition.   Many High March pupils participated and prizes were awarded in Prayers to the two winners, Susannah Taylor in 2AN and Alexandra Taal in 3H.

Crocodile Trail

We are always very grateful for all the voluntary help that we receive from the parent body.   Our thanks go to Mrs Alison Arnold, Mrs Sue Aspland, Mrs Belinda Avery, Dr Debbie Marsden and Ms Christine O’Neil who escort the weekly crocodile trail from St Michael’s Church every Thursday morning.   We are always looking for new parents to escort the children and so if anyone would be willing to give up some time on a Thursday morning to support this venture please do contact the School Office for further details.

Parent Representative on the Governing Board

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our retiring Parent Representative on the Governing Body, Mrs Alison Arnold, who has worked so hard over the past year to represent the views of the parents.   As Mr Stevenson announced at Prize Giving, Mrs Harriet Baldwin, mother of Alexandra and Elizabeth in the current forms 4M and RT, will be assuming this role for the next two years.   Mrs Baldwin will already be well known to many of you through her involvement in the Social Group and we wish her every success in her new role.

St Michael’s Church Holiday Club

St Michael’s Church is running a Holiday Club from Wednesday, 29 August to Friday, 31 August between 10:15 am and 12:15 pm.   The club is for 4 to 11 year olds and there will be lots of different activities and crafts, including flowers, painting, cooking and singing.   Admission is £2 per child per session or £5 per week or £10 per family (maximum of 3 children).   To register, or if you would like to help, please phone Margaret Sharp on 01494 689986.
Charity Fundraising
Congratulations to Isabel Nash who completed the 5K Race for Life in High Wycombe at the Rye on Sunday, June 17, with her mother.   They ran in memory of two friends who have suffered breast cancer.

Leavers

As I said in my report at Prize Giving, the end of the school year is always a sad time as we often have to say goodbye to members of staff.   For those of you who were unable to attend Prize Giving please find below a slightly adapted extract from my speech in which I paid tribute to our leaving staff and pupils:

This year we have been fortunate to have two lively and enthusiastic Gap Tutors and we wish them well as they leave us – Miss Caitlin Bennett to go to university and Miss Lucy Murrell to embark upon her career.

Mrs Sarah Hodge joined the staff as Admissions Secretary in August 1997.   As a former High March parent, she already had a great love of the school and this has shone through all aspects of her work during the past ten years.   She has proved to be a dedicated and loyal member of the team who has been willing to undertake various duties such as supply Classroom Assistant or School Crossing Patroller in addition to guiding prospective parents through the intricacies of the admissions process.   I know that she has taken enormous pleasure in watching the children as they progress through the school.   She knows them all by name and takes a genuine interest in their development.   On a personal level I am extremely grateful to her for her unstinting support and assistance.   We wish Mrs Hodge great happiness as she moves to the West Country.   We very much hope that she will keep in touch with us all and will return on a regular basis for school functions as she will be sorely missed.

In September 2004, Mrs Jane Neal assumed the role of Head of Learning Support.   She had already been on the staff for four years and her specialist knowledge was well-recognised.   Over the past seven years Mrs Neal has proved to be a most conscientious colleague who has worked tirelessly to assist all children across the school.   For those pupils, parents and staff who have needed her advice she has given her time and enthusiasm unstintingly.   She has proved to be an excellent Head of Department who has led and motivated her team in the pursuit of excellence.   As she leaves us in order to spend more time with her family and to pursue other interests, she goes with our good wishes and hope that she will remain in contact with us all in an advisory role.

Mrs Niki Bell joined the staff in September 1998 as Director of Music.   A talented pianist and singer, Mrs Bell has led the school to great success locally in the South Bucks and Marlow Festivals.   The quality of the singing and musical productions at High March are renowned and Music is one of the most popular subjects on the curriculum.   Having watched her teach, I know that Mrs Bell inspires confidence and a love of her subject in every pupil.   She will be greatly missed as she moves to Gloucestershire to be closer to her family.
We are hugely indebted to Mr Hugh Forsyth who has been our Head of ICT since September 2000 when a new PC network was installed at High March.   Mr Forsyth has pursued his “second career” with dedication and commitment and is a living example to us all that we should always be striving to embrace new interests and technologies.   I wonder how many other schools have a member of staff who is able to teach both the relatively new curriculum area of ICT alongside a traditional subject such as Latin!   The Forsyth family has had a long and close association with High March and I am sure that the last day of this term will be a sad day for both Mr and Mrs Forsyth, although it is the wish of us all that they remain in close contact with the whole school community.   After all, whatever will we do about refereeing the scoring for the next Social Group Quiz Night?

Last Wednesday we were very fortunate that the weather held and that the sun shone on us for the picnic and party that was held at Junior House in honour of Mrs Elaine Trenfield.   Pupils in Year 6 represented Upper School and the Junior House staff have been most complimentary about the help and enthusiasm that they received from the girls.   Many parents joined us at the end of the afternoon for an informal tea and the presentation of gifts to Mrs Trenfield.   For those of you who were present I do hope that you will forgive me as I repeat some of what I said on that occasion.

Mrs Trenfield joined the staff at High March as a very young teacher in September 1960.   She assumed the role, and I quote, of “Upper Kindergarten Mistress”.   It soon became very clear that she was a highly talented teacher as in September 1968 Mrs Anderson encouraged her to undertake a three year teacher training course at Lady Spencer Churchill College in Wheatley near Oxford.   Mrs Anderson’s reference still exists in Mrs Trenfield’s personnel file and, in my opinion, the words used are still applicable today.   Mrs Anderson wrote that Mrs Trenfield was an “A” candidate.   “The children love her and respond quickly to her kind, firm and sensible control.   She has integrity, charm and innate gentleness and sweetness of character and a ready sense of humour.   Her sustained wish to become a qualified teacher is evidence of her sincerity and keenness in her career.”

Mrs Trenfield later returned to High March and went on to become Head of Junior House and a Governor of the school.   In the year 2000 she was recognised for her “Leadership in a Primary School” when she was given an Excellence in Teaching Award.   It was with great sadness that I received her resignation last Autumn, but Mrs Trenfield has decided that it is now time to hang up her chalk, or white board marker as it is now, in order to be able to spend more time with her family.   I am sure that her husband, Peter, daughter, Samantha, and beloved granddaughter, Lucy, will all be delighted to have more of her time, but if she can spare us a few hours now and again then we would love to welcome her back into school.   This is not goodbye, as we know that Mrs Trenfield is continuing on the Governing Board, but we wish her a long and happy retirement as she leaves with our love and good wishes.

And finally, a message for our pupils who are leaving us at the end of term.   In her long association with our school, Mrs Trenfield has acted as a role model for our school motto, “kindness and friendship is the rule”.   Our leavers have all been part of a warm and happy community and so I do hope that they will not discard the friendships that they have made too lightly.   Stay in touch with the friends that you have made, whether by letter, email, MSN or by phone.   We want you to remain part of the High March family and so we look forward to welcoming you back whenever the opportunity arises. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has given me their best wishes and support over the past few weeks as I have been trying to juggle the demands of High March and my own family.   I consider myself to be very fortunate to be part of a school that is so supportive.   The Governors and Staff, in particular the School Directors and School Management Team, have taken on many extra duties with dedication and cheerfulness. 
On behalf of the Anderson family, the Governors and the Staff, I wish you all a very happy and hopefully sunshine-filled holiday.   We look forward to welcoming you back in September.
Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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