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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

A BEGINNING OF TERM NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2007

The beginning of a new school year is always an exciting time as we look forward to all the challenges and activities ahead.   It was my pleasure to welcome the children back to school this week and I would like to extend a particularly warm welcome to all of our new pupils and their families.   I do hope that you will soon feel that you are a part of our happy community.

Staff News

This term we welcome the following new members of staff and hope that they will be very happy with us:


Mr Richard Elliott

Director of Music


Mr David Williams

Head of ICT and Network Manager


Mrs Sue Dunster

Admissions Secretary


Mrs Adele Gray

Year 1 Teacher 


Mrs Linda Wober

Learning Support Teacher


Mrs Carolynn Carter

Clarinet, Recorder and Saxophone Teacher


Mrs Dawn Johnston

Guitar Teacher


Mr Andrew Yeats

Singing Teacher


Miss Emily Green

Gap Tutor (Upper School)


Miss Kirsty Griffith

Gap Tutor (Junior House)

As announced previously, some existing members of staff have assumed new roles this September as follows:

Mrs Michelle Honiball 
Head of Junior House 

Mrs Jane Corcoran 

Assistant Head of Junior House 

Mrs Marilyn Hagon 

Head of Learning Support 

Mrs Shan Thornham 

Reception Teacher

Leaving Staff

Many staff who left at the end of last term have asked me to convey their thanks to those parents who contributed most generously to their leaving presents.   Mrs Elaine Trenfield, Mrs Sarah Hodge and Mrs Jane Neal have all enjoyed choosing new plants for their gardens with the gift tokens that they received and Mrs Niki Bell has spent her vouchers on various items for her new home.   Mr Hugh Forsyth writes:

“Many parents will remember the wonderful tree house they gave my wife on her retirement three years ago.  Our grandchildren have had many hours of fun in it since then.  We took the opportunity at the time to prepare an area for it at the end of the garden, and now it is really in need of some more plants.  Your generous gift of National Garden Gift vouchers is therefore very welcome, and we shall be able to add another memento of High March to this part of our garden.  Thank you all very much. I have enjoyed my time at High March and I shall really miss everyone, especially the children.”

Holiday Refurbishment Programme
Many children in Upper School returned to find new interactive whiteboards in their classrooms.   The Carngray Music Room has been refurbished to provide state of the art ICT facilities for Junior House.   The overhead data projector has been installed and, at the time of writing, we eagerly anticipate the delivery of ten new PCs early next week.   I am sure that Junior House children will enjoy using these new facilities.

Car Parking

As we are at the beginning of a new school year, and I am aware that we have many new families who are not familiar with the area, I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that unfortunately it is not possible for you to park on the school site between the hours of 8 am and 4 pm.   One space at Junior House is reserved for visitors, but that needs to be kept free for prospective parents who are unfamiliar with the area or for visitors to the School Office.   There will be limited car parking available at all Parents’ Evenings and it would be very helpful if parents using either car park would park considerately and only use the designated bays.

Parking permits are still available for use at St Michael’s Church and if you would like one, please do contact the School Office.   If you plan to park in one of the roads nearby then I would ask that you park considerately and respect the driveways of our neighbours.   

Introductory Parents’ Meetings

You will have noticed on the calendar that once again we are holding meetings for all the classes at different times next week.   In Junior House all parents are invited to attend the meeting for their child’s class and these will be held in the relevant classroom.   The class teachers will be talking to you about their expectations for the year ahead and you will be able to ask any questions that you might have.   Please refer to your calendar for the relevant dates for your class.

There will be a meeting for all the parents of Upper School pupils next Wednesday, September 12, commencing at 7 pm.   Refreshments will be served in the hall from   7 pm and after a brief welcome from me, parents will be invited to accompany their daughter’s form teacher to the appropriate classroom where the staff will outline the year ahead and tell you more about life in your daughter’s form.   It is anticipated that the meetings will conclude at about 8 pm.   If you have more than one daughter at Upper School then we understand that you can’t be in more than one place at a time!   The ideal solution would be for one parent to go to one classroom and the other parent to go to the second classroom.   I appreciate that it is not always possible for both parents to attend and, if this is the case, I would recommend that you ask a friend to take notes for you or you make an alternative appointment with your daughter’s form teacher to catch up on what you have missed.

Mrs Edwards and I will then give a short presentation to Year 5 parents in the Hall on the 11+ County Selection process and entrance to independent Senior Schools at 11+.   This is the talk that we gave to Year 5 parents last year, but any parents of girls in Year 6 who missed it last Autumn term are most welcome to attend.

Activity Programme

Please note that it was not possible to issue the Activity Programme at the end of last term and so a copy of the Activity Programme will be accompanying this newsletter.   One major change is that Swimming Club will no longer take place at the Teikyo Pool on a Friday after school.   We have managed to secure a slot at Davenies Pool on a Monday evening for one hour, commencing at 5:45 pm.   Mrs Sanders and Mrs Gray have kindly agreed to run a Swimming Squad during this time and all interested girls in Years 3 to 6 are welcome to attend the trials for the squad on Monday, September 17 at Davenies at 5:45 pm.   Further details regarding these trials can be found in the letter which accompanies this newsletter.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Ann Martin who coached the Swimming Club at The Teikyo Pool and both Mrs Karen Simmons and Mrs Jacquetta Lowen-Cooper who have jointly run the club for the past two years for all their hard work and support of High March.

Security Gates

In the interests of the safety of the children, parents are kindly asked to vacate the school premises by 9 am in the morning when the blue gates will be closed.   Nursery parents who collect their child at 12 noon are asked to leave by 12:15 pm when the gates will be closed.   If you are unavoidably detained in the school grounds after these times, then you are kindly asked to leave via the front door at either site.   If you do find it necessary to exit by one of the blue gates, then it is essential that you close the gate behind you.   At Upper School the blue gates will now be shut at 8:40 am as all girls are expected to be in school for registration at 8:30 am.   Should you be unavoidably late, then access can be gained by ringing the front doorbell.

The Chiltern Show Creative Writing Competition

Last term all pupils in Year 5 entered the Chiltern Show Writing Competition and I was delighted to hear at the beginning of the holidays that Tilly Nevin had won the competition, with Sophie Brown, Connie Campsie, Natasha Pourkarimi and Amelia Whyman all being highly commended.   The theme for the competition was “Escape” and the titles set for the “Under 12” category were “The Best Holiday Ever” and “The Lucky Escape”.

All of our winners were invited to The Chiltern Show to receive their certificates and book prizes were sent into school for me to present in Prayers.   Tilly was praised for her telling of a good story and for her use of metaphors and similes.   We look forward to reading her piece when it is published in “Chiltern Living” in the months to come.

L.A.M.D.A. Examination Results, Summer 2007

At the end of last term I published the results of the Years 1 and 2 L.A.M.D.A. examinations.   We were still eagerly awaiting the results of the L.A.M.D.A. examinations for all the girls who are currently in Years 4 to 6.   As a result of the excellent teaching of both Mrs Brown and Mrs Matthews, and the hard work that the girls put in, I am delighted now to be able to publish another excellent set of results, with every girl achieving a merit or a distinction.   

	YEAR 4
	

	Sophie Barton
	Distinction
	Katie Bowen
	Distinction

	Madeleine Chapples
	Distinction
	Georgia Clarke
	Distinction

	Imogen Deighton
	Distinction
	Rebecca Green
	Distinction

	Estelle Harvey
	Distinction
	Alice Ingham-Halshaw
	Distinction

	Elizabeth Lawley
	Distinction
	Beatrice Morrison
	Distinction

	Kate Mosley
	Distinction
	Francesca Owen
	Distinction

	Annelot Zayed
	Distinction
	Zara Zaman
	Distinction

	Chloe Arora
	Merit
	Isabel Avery
	Merit

	Anna Barlow
	Merit
	Ayesha Chaudhry
	Merit

	Lucy Crawley
	Merit
	Violet Hatch
	Merit

	Julia Henderson
	Merit
	Francesca Moseley
	Merit

	Madeleine Price
	Merit
	Victoria Smith
	Merit

	Alexandra Taal
	Merit
	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	Merit

	Georgia Weiner
	Merit
	Amy Wood
	Merit

	Jenna Wyllie
	Merit
	
	


	YEAR 5
	

	Caroline Aspland
	Distinction
	Alexandra Baldwin
	Distinction

	Claudia Besant
	Distinction
	Casey-Jayne Grant
	Distinction

	Genevieve Harvey
	Distinction
	Philippa Hearn
	Distinction

	Ezara Hillier
	Distinction
	Iman Jamil
	Distinction

	Antigone Marriott
	Distinction
	Verity McVey
	Distinction

	Jessica Pycroft
	Distinction
	Laura Quartey
	Distinction

	Annabel Streete
	Distinction
	Azra Tejani
	Distinction

	Madeleine Thornham
	Distinction
	Gabrielle Woodward
	Distinction

	Joanne Birt
	Merit
	Kate Fallowfield
	Merit

	Ella Hodge
	Merit
	Henrietta Lowen Cooper
	Merit

	Hannah Marsden
	Merit
	Alaia Maxwell
	Merit

	Chloe Nagle
	Merit
	Isabel Nash
	Merit

	Poppy Nutt
	Merit
	Charlotte Peachey
	Merit

	Isabel Smart
	Merit
	Eliza Twist
	Merit


	YEAR 6
	

	Eleanor Bagshaw
	Merit
	Katie Bilsland
	Merit

	Hannah Birgani
	Merit
	Natasha Biswas
	Merit

	Carmen Boettcher
	Merit
	Katie Brown
	Merit

	Charlotte Cameron
	Merit
	Tavia Chetty
	Merit

	Elizabeth Clarke
	Merit
	Aimee Conway
	Merit

	Tara Daniel
	Merit
	Lydia Deighton
	Merit

	Georgina Finch
	Merit
	Melissa Howie
	Merit

	Ophelia Jeffrey
	Merit
	Caitlin Jones
	Merit

	Phoebe McDermott
	Merit
	Lydia Sefton-Minns
	Merit

	Lindsey Sheffield
	Merit
	Elisha Sohi
	Merit

	Kate Standish
	Merit
	Fleur Tidy
	Merit

	Phoebe Weiner
	Merit
	Claire Whittle
	Merit

	Amelia Whyman
	Merit
	Ellen Williams
	Merit

	Emily Zayed
	Merit
	
	


Beaconsfield Country Fayre Children’s Art Competition

If you visited the Beaconsfield Country Fayre in the Old Town over the August Bank Holiday weekend then you may well have seen some of our children’s work on display in St Mary and All Saints Church as part of the Children’s Art Competition.   The theme was fairgrounds and I am pleased to write that many of our pupils received certificates for their work as follows:

First places were awarded to Sophie Barton, Madeleine Harlow, Maddy Speed, and Charlotte Way.   Second places were awarded to Georgia Patel, Sasha Roberts and Amy Wonnacott.   Third places were awarded to Katie Brown, Cristina Cleary, Olivia Warburton and Gabrielle Woodward.

Junior Mastermind

Last term pupils in Year 5 completed a quiz produced by the BBC as they searched for new contestants for their television series, “Junior Mastermind”.   Following this, Tavia Chetty was interviewed by telephone and selected for the programme.   Tavia’s heat was filmed last Sunday in Manchester and she did very well with a total score of 28, answering specialist questions on Mahatma Ghandi.   Unfortunately she found herself in a very high scoring heat and so did not qualify for the final, although afterwards the producer said that this score could have been the winning score in previous heats.   Tavia conducted herself very well throughout and spoke very fluently in the interview section in between the rounds.   The programme will be aired early in 2008 and so we send many congratulations to Tavia.

School Uniform

I have been informed by The School Shop that all parents who have placed pre-orders for our new winter skirts and tunics will be contacted shortly and be able to collect their order from The School Shop.   Any parent who has not pre-ordered a skirt or tunic will be able to purchase these from The School Shop from next Friday, September 14.   

The new winter coat will be available for purchase from Friday, September 21 and any parent who has pre-ordered a coat will be contacted.   There will be a handover period of one year during which the girls will be permitted to wear the old style skirt, tunic or coat.   It would be very much appreciated, however, if your daughter could have at least one of the new style tunic or skirt that she can wear on special school occasions.

School Crossing Patroller

Many of you will have already been assisted across Ledborough Lane by our new afternoon School Crossing Patroller, Mrs Jacquetta Lowen-Cooper.   We are delighted that Mrs Lowen-Cooper has taken on this role and she looked very glamorous yesterday as she accompanied children and parents across the road wearing her stilettos and mayoral chain!   We are still searching for someone to be our morning School Crossing Patroller and so if anyone is interested in performing this very valuable role, please do contact the School Office.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many members of our High March community - parents, staff, governors and friends - who were so supportive at the end of last term when my mother was very ill.   Sadly, she did pass away at the beginning of the holidays and my family and I are enormously grateful for all the good wishes and support that I received.   

The sun has shone on our first few days of term and, after the disappointing summer, we certainly deserve some good weather so that the children can enjoy playing in the garden and playground.   We have a busy term ahead and I do hope that as many of you as possible will be able to join us for all of the events and activities that we have planned.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress  
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