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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

HALF TERM NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2007

It is hard to believe that half term is now upon us, as it seems like only yesterday that I was writing the beginning of term newsletter!   I do hope that pupils and staff who were new at the beginning of term now feel part of our High March community.   The first half of the Autumn term is always a time for settling in for everyone as the children and staff adopt new timetables and routines and get to know one another.   As you will see from the contents of this newsletter we have all been busy, both inside and outside the classroom.   Our Year 6 pupils have been working very hard for their County 11+ examinations and they are to be congratulated on their dedicated and calm approach to their studies.

The following dates are in the blue diary, but please do make sure that you have a note of them as you are all most warmly invited to join us on these occasions:

Wednesday, November 14th 
Choir Classes for the Marlow Music Festival at The Royal Grammar

School, High Wycombe.   All pupils in High March Voices will be

involved.

Saturday, November 24th 
Christmas Fayre

Wednesday, December 5th 
Reception Nativity Play

Wednesday, December 5th 
Years 1 and 2 Nativity Play for parents of 1M and 2AN

Thursday, December 6th 
Years 1 and 2 Nativity Play for parents of 1C and 2TM

Friday, December 7th 

Carol Service at St Mary and All Saints Church in Old Beaconsfield





All Upper School pupils will be involved and they are all expected

to attend please.

Anderson Social Evening

Despite competition from the rugby, on Friday, September 28th, there was a very good attendance at the annual Anderson Family Social Evening.   Hosted by Mrs Belinda Avery and Mr Michael Chapples, the evening had a jazz theme with excellent music and refreshments.   There was a warm and friendly atmosphere throughout, particularly as regular reports concerning England’s progress in the rugby emanated from the Library and classroom 6F, where televisions were switched on for the rugby fans. 

Harvest Festival

We were delighted to welcome the Reverend John Wynburne to our Harvest Festivals at Junior House and Upper School on Thursday, October 4th and Friday, October 5th.   For the first time we held two services at Junior House and this was well received by everyone as it was less crowded.   At Junior House the Reverend Wynburne showed the children some of the different foods that animals eat and we gave thanks for all the creatures on the earth and the food that we all enjoy.   At Upper School, the Reverend Wynburne donned his apron and chef’s hat to make a pizza!   The children were asked to identify the ingredients and to work out their place of origin in the World.   This was most thought provoking as it made us realise that the food we eat has often travelled many thousands of miles.

It was a pleasure to watch the children participating in all of the services.   Children in Year 1 treated us to a presentation entitled “Harvest Alphabet” and they sang “Autumn Days” whilst Year 2 children sang “Garden Song” and recited “This is the World that God Made”.   It was a pleasure to listen to all of the Junior House children sing “Cauliflowers Fluffy” and the more traditional “All Things Bright and Beautiful”.   At Upper School, poems were clearly recited by Katie Bilsland and Philippa Hearn and there was a drama presentation by some members of Year 6.   The rendition of John Rutter’s “For the Beauty of the Earth” by High March Voices was quite moving and was a direct contrast to the foot-tapping finale of “Harvest Hoe Down” presented by the whole of Upper School.   My thanks go to all of the staff who prepared the girls, but particularly to our new Director of Music, Mr Richard Elliott, who has certainly maintained our reputation for excellent singing at High March.

I would like to thank all those parents who gave most generously to the retiring collections in aid of the NSPCC as we raised £406.57.   We look forward to welcoming Mrs Lesley Boyne from the NSPCC to Upper School Prayers after half term and I know that she will take that opportunity to thank the girls for all the fundraising that they do.

I am sure that anyone who was able to attend any of our Harvest Festivals will have been most impressed by the wonderful array of produce on display.   Thank you to all of our High March families for your generosity.   The Harvest gifts at Upper School were once more collected by the Desborough Centre in High Wycombe to be distributed to needy families.   For the first time, the Junior House gifts were collected by the Beaconsfield Community Association and they were taken to the Thursday Lunch Club that is held for the elderly at the Curzon Centre.   In her role as Mayor of Beaconsfield and as a representative of High March, Mrs Jacquetta Lowen-Cooper attended the lunch and she reported that the elderly in attendance were most grateful for the gifts that the children had sent in.   In Junior House Prayers last week I was able to read out a letter to the children from the Beaconsfield Community Association and also show them a card of thanks that all the members of the Lunch Club had signed.  

Raise the Roof Fund for St Mary and All Saints Church

Pupils at both Junior House and Upper School enjoyed participating in the mufti day and cake sales organised by Mrs Cook and Mrs Honiball on Wednesday, October 3rd to raise money for the Raise the Roof Fund for St Mary and All Saints Church in Old Beaconsfield.   We were delighted to present the Reverend Wynburne with a cheque for £449.20 at our Harvest Festival and thank you to everyone who supported this fundraising activity.

Flower Festival at St Mary and All Saints Church

We were pleased to contribute a display towards the Flower Festival at St Mary and All Saints Church over the weekend of October 5th to 7th.    We were one of three schools who took part following the theme of the Parable of the Sower.   Thank you to Mrs Crawley-Boevey who masterminded our contribution by displaying poetry written by the current Year 4 when they were in Year 3 on a theme of seeds and growth.

Iain Rennie Hospice Poetry Book

In May of this year High March was invited to submit poems on the theme of 'Love' for the Iain Rennie Hospice poetry book which was due to be published in October. Although the lowest age group category was for work from children in Years 5 and 6, much of the High March work submitted was from Year 4. We were delighted therefore that Jessica Pycroft, Laura Quartey and Alexandra Baldwin were awarded first, second and third places, with Kirsten Crouch, who was in Year 6 last year, coming fourth. Congratulations must also go to Philippa Hearn, Ophelia Jeffrey, Hannah Marsden, Tilly Nevin, Jessica Pycroft (for a second poem) and Charlotte Way who were highly commended.

The launch of the poetry book was on the evening of Thursday 4th October at the Beaconsfield library and we were delighted that Jessica, Laura and Alexandra were able to attend, with Jessica being invited to read her winning poem to the guests.
“Go for Gold” Passports

Congratulations to the following girls who have recorded forty or more attendances at the weekly crocodile walk from St Michael’s Church every Thursday morning.   Caroline Aspland, Isabel Avery, Serena Moor, Louise Morgan, Laura Quartey, Yolanda Quartey, Elanor Vickers-Claesens and Amy Wonnacott have all been awarded a free swim at one of the County Leisure Centres in recognition of their excellent attendance.

The crocodile is actively looking for new members and so if you would like to learn more about this project please do contact the School Office in the first instance.

Christmas Fayre

Accompanying this letter you should also receive my letter asking for your support at this term’s Christmas Fayre.   For parents new to the school, this event is held at both sites on the morning of Saturday, November 24th.   There is always a wide variety of stalls, selling items ranging from food and sweets to crafts, toys, books and videos.   The children in Upper School also run some of their own stalls and there is the opportunity to visit Father Christmas or for the girls to have their hair, face and nails done!   

To ease the collection of items and to focus your minds each week on helping us with different stalls the pink letter contains a dated grid which simplifies our requests.   As last year, we are going to stagger the letters that stall holders send out to you and ask you to deliver the items requested to either Junior House or Upper School during the week after you receive each letter. 

Operation Christmas Child Appeal

Mrs Kaul is once more organising the collection of filled shoeboxes for the “Operation Christmas Child Appeal” and so the children will be bringing home a leaflet today about this very worthy cause. Please could all shoeboxes be brought in to Nursery 'K' or Upper School by Tuesday, 13th November.

 

Wellington Boots

Nursery K  are planning ahead for the High March Art Exhibition next May and ask that if you have any old, child sized, brightly coloured wellington boots (the brighter, more unusual the better!) they would very much appreciate receiving them.

Thinking Skills Day at St Mary’s School, Gerrards Cross

Written by Alaia Maxwell in 5C:

On Friday, 12th October, Rebecca Green, Evie Vennix, Khiana Dhaliwal and I set out to St. Mary’s School for a Thinking Day.  We were all excited, but nervous.  When we arrived we were all told to sit down at a table.  We were competing against many other schools.

Our first challenge did not count towards the result because it was a warm-up.  We were given a very long word and we had to make up three (or more) letter words from it.  We were not allowed to use proper names.  We made up thirty three words.

In the first round we were given four English papers to do.  We had a time limit of twenty minutes.  We all decided to do a paper each.  My paper asked me to put statements about different made up people in the correct order.

Written by Khiana Dhaliwal in 5K:

On Friday, 12th October, Evie Vennix and Rebecca Green from Year 4 together with Alaia Maxwell and I from Year 5 all went to St. Mary’s thinking day as a team of 4 representing High March.   Mrs Cook said the day was all about fun, but she would be thrilled if we won.

In the second round our challenge was to make a bridge across a river using items from a box.  Some of the items we used included felt tip pens, straws, the straw box itself, elastics, a glue stick, scissors, blue tack and paper.   The bridge was not allowed to touch the river and also had to be strong enough to support an orange juice carton once it was made.  We had forty minutes to complete this task and we all worked together as a team, even during the break, to design and make the strongest bridge we could.

In the third and final round we had to solve a mathematical puzzle involving sorting shapes.   Once again in this round we all worked together, even though this round was extremely challenging.

There were at least ten other schools alongside High March and St. Mary’s taking part.  There were prizes for first, second and third places and certificates and pencils for all the other schools.   St. Mary’s came second but the High March team were extremely proud not just to have fun, but also to come first!

We were a little late back as we had out photos taken for the Bucks Advertiser.   We would like to thank Mrs Cook for arranging the day and for Mrs Campbell for taking us there.

Many congratulations to Alaia, Khiana, Evie and Rebecca for achieving first place and for their prize which is a new game that will be given to Miss Jones’ Board Games Club.   All four girls are to be commended for doing so well and for speaking so articulately in Prayers when asked to tell Upper School about the competition.

Parking

We have had a request from the Dental Practice adjoining Upper School that parents do not use their car park or driveway at the beginning or end of the school day.   The car park is for the sole use of patients attending the practice for appointments.   Your co-operation in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

School Uniform

As the colder weather approaches it is compulsory that all pupils will return to school in winter uniform after half term.   I would particularly like to draw your attention to the following points as we have received a number of queries regarding uniform:

· The winter coat is compulsory for all the children.   

· The uniform for Nursery children does not include the blouse.   The girls in Reception through to Year 2 may wear either the new striped blouse with a Peter Pan collar or the blue roll neck under their tunic.

· The only tights and socks that are allowed with the winter uniform are those which are navy blue.

· The new style tracksuit is for Upper School only.   Year 3 pupils may continue to wear the Junior House style tracksuit until they grow out of it.

· If you have any complaints regarding school uniform, please do contact the School Shop in the first instance.

High March School Ball

The High March Ball Committee 2009 held its first meeting on Monday this week.   If any parent is interested in joining the Ball Committee, or even, closer to the date of the Ball, providing assistance and support to the Committee, they should please contact the School Office.

Finally, I wish you all a happy and restful half term holiday and hope that the weather is kind to us so that the children can enjoy playing outside.   If you are travelling, then have a safe trip and an enjoyable holiday.   I look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday, October 29th.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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