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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

CHRISTMAS  NEWSLETTER  2007

The final two weeks of term have been especially busy as we have been celebrating the start of the Christmas season.   Reception parents enjoyed a delightful Nativity play entitled “Mary’s Knitting” in which they were treated to some lovely singing and acting.   We were all impressed by the confidence of such young children who were excellent actresses in their fabulous costumes.   This year’s Nativity for Years 1 and 2 was entitled “Off to Bethlehem” and the singing from the Year 2 choir can only be described as exuberant!   The diction was perfect, the actions entertaining and the volume certainly ensured that we could hear every word!   The same can be said for the Year 1 children who all had speaking parts.   They had learnt their lines so well and were very good at remembering their stage directions and dances.   My thanks go to all of the Junior House staff who had worked so hard to produce two such excellent productions and also to our Director of Music, Mr Richard Elliott, for his musical direction of the children.

For many of our school community Christmas really begins with our Upper School Carol Service which was held last Friday evening at St Mary and All Saints Church in Old Beaconsfield.   With the church predominantly lit by candlelight, the Year 3 children always begin the service by processing into the church holding candles.   As usual, the Year 6 girls who were soloists or readers are to be congratulated for their excellent performances and this is due to the preparation that they are given by Mrs Matthews and Mr Elliott.   This year it was also appreciated that we were able to listen to both the Clarinet Choir and the Guitar Ensemble and my thanks go to the teachers who prepared them, Mrs Carolynn Carter and Mrs Dawn Johnston.

At the time of writing we have enjoyed consuming an excellent Christmas dinner prepared by our caterers, Brookwood, and the children are looking forward to their Christmas parties!   Nursery K are still to entertain us with their carol singing as their numbers were depleted by an onslaught of chicken-pox last week and so we have re-scheduled their performance to the last Wednesday morning of term when we hope the majority of the class will be fully recovered.

Christingle Celebration at St Michael’s Church
All High March families are warmly invited to a Nativity and Christingle service at St Michael’s Church in Beaconsfield on Sunday, December 16th at 4pm.   This is a service in which all the children enact a special Christmas play and give a full explanation of the “Christingles”.   One of the most impressive parts of the service takes place at the end when the lights are dimmed and the “Christingle oranges” are lit.   After the service everyone is invited to the hall for refreshments.

Children’s Carol Service at St Mary and All Saints Church

There will also be a Children’s Carol Service at St Mary and All Saints Church at 4pm on Christmas Eve.   High March families are most welcome to attend.
Staff News

We are very sorry to be saying goodbye to Mrs Stella Sanders who will be leaving us at the end of term as she moves back into secondary teaching at Beaconsfield High School.   Mrs Sanders has been a highly valued member of the PE department, with particular responsibility for netball.   Under her guidance the girls have performed very well at both local and national level, achieving the accolade of reaching the IAPS National Netball finals on an annual basis.   We wish her well in her new post and are delighted she has agreed to continue to coach our Swimming Squad on a weekly basis.   I am sure that we will still see a lot of Mrs Sanders as she will continue to be a High March parent.   Many of our girls also move onto the High School for their secondary education and so it is highly likely that they will be taught by Mrs Sanders again in the future.

In January we will be welcoming Miss Gemma Bettis as a full-time member of staff to teach PE, initially at Upper School.   Miss Bettis is a netball specialist who is very experienced at coaching girls aged 7 to 11.   She has spent the past few months travelling in Australia and so was able to spend two days with us at High March on her return.   This means that many of the children in Upper School have already either met or been taught by Miss Bettis and I know that she is really looking forward to joining us at High March in January.

The Christmas Fayre

Following the heavy rainfall last year, this year we were fortunate to enjoy good weather at the Christmas Fayre.   As a result, one new stall – Rod’s Hotdogs – enjoyed much trade with all of the food soon selling out!   Similar success was enjoyed by the Krispy Kreme Doughnut Stall.   From Indian head massage to Pick a Pot, from the Cake Stall to Books, Videos and DVDs, a variety of activities was available on the day.   Many bargains for Christmas presents could be purchased at the Toy Stall, Sweet Stall, Candle Stall or Craft Stall and there were many lucky winners on the Tombolas, Raffles and Money Tree stalls.   Junior House children always look forward to a visit with Father Christmas or the Lucky Dip and many of them enjoyed either a pampering session at the Hair, Nails and Face Painting Stall or endeavouring to score a goal at the Shoot the Hoop stall.   It is always a pleasure to see the children at Upper School running their own side shows, house stalls, the JRSO stall and the NSPCC stall.   They plan the stalls so carefully and thoroughly enjoy the experience. 

I would like to thank all of the stallholders and their helpers for all that they did, both in the weeks leading up to the Fayre and on the day itself.   We are enormously grateful to them for all their hard work and support.   I would also like to thank my PA and School Secretary, Mrs Jan Donlon, who does so much behind the scenes to co-ordinate this event.   This year we raised the fantastic sum of £4550.56 for the School, £516.50 for the NSPCC and £45.30 for the Hedgehog Society.   Mr Elliott is already looking forward to purchasing a new piano for the Carngray Music Room in Junior House and to selecting some new instruments for Upper School.

Academic News

I am sure that you would all wish to join me in congratulating all those pupils in Year 6 who sat the Bucks County 11+ examinations this term.   We had a very good pass rate of 75%, with 25% of the cohort actually gaining the maximum possible mark of 141.   The Countywide pass rate was just over 30% and so our pupils have all done particularly well.

Natasha Biswas in Year 6 is also to be congratulated on passing the Berkshire 11+ examinations.   This involves tests in Verbal Reasoning, Non-Verbal Reasoning and Mathematics and Natasha did very well in all three tests.

Some of our Year 6 pupils are still working very hard for their Common Entrance or other examinations to independent senior schools and we wish them well as they finalise their preparations over the Christmas holidays and at the beginning of next term.

Charitable Fund Raising

Following the retiring collections taken at Junior House Christmas celebrations last week, I am pleased to announce that we raised £60.45 for the NSPCC.   The collection taken at our Upper School Carol Service raised £721.87, of which £400 has been sent to the Raise the Roof Fund at St Mary and All Saints Church and the remainder has been donated to the NSPCC.   

Once again, the whole school took a great deal of pleasure in packing their shoeboxes for the charity, “The Samaritan’s Purse.”   This was organised by Mrs Kaul and in total, 148 boxes were collected.   These will make a huge difference to needy children in Eastern Europe and Africa on Christmas Day this year.

Every year we sell poppies at School to support The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.   Thank you to everyone who contributed and this year we raised £64.52 in support of the appeal.

Thistle Day Report

Ophelia Jeffery (House Captain) and Connie Campsie (Vice Captain) write:

On Thursday, 29th November, Thistle House raised money for Helen and Douglas House.  Our goal was to raise £250, but surprisingly we managed to raise £851.25.   We raised money by dressing up as characters from a book or film for our ‘mufti’ idea, and Junior House joined in with their own ‘mufti’.   We also sold cakes and hot chocolate at Upper School.    We did a netball shooting competition on the court.   The results were as follows:

Years 3&4 results:



Years 5&6 results:
1st Francesca Owen (12 goals)

1st Katie Brown (11 goals)

2nd Victoria Smith (11 goals)


2nd Claire Whittle (9 goals)

3rd Imogen Deighton (8 goals)

3rd Tavia Chetty (6 goals)

We would like to thank all the people who participated and those who brought in cakes and all the teachers for supervising. All the pupils wore fabulous outfits and helped to raise money for children and young adults in need of care.

MUSIC REPORT

Music Examination Results

As we had a large number of girls entering the Associated Board Music examinations in the summer we did not have so many candidates this term.   Mr Elliott was very pleased with our results, however, and congratulations go to the following girls and their teachers:

	FLUTE
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Isabel Avery
	
	Madeleine Thornham
	

	
	
	
	

	PIANO
	
	
	

	Prep Test
	
	
	

	Katie Bilsland
	
	Georgia Lee-Dickson
	

	Selin Whittick
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Lottie Crawley
	Merit
	Georgina Finch
	

	
	
	
	

	SINGING
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Caroline Aspland
	Merit
	Casey-Jayne Grant
	Merit

	Alexandra Taal
	Merit
	
	

	Grade II
	
	
	

	Caitlin Jones
	
	Isabel Smart
	Merit

	Grade III
	
	
	

	Anna Barlow
	
	Gabrielle Woodward
	Merit

	Grade V
	
	
	

	Georgina Finch
	
	
	


Year 6 Carol Singing

I have been asked by the senior citizens of Alde House and The Beaconsfield Community Association to thank the pupils in 6C and 6F who entertained them so beautifully with their wonderful carol singing in the last two weeks of term.   It means so much to the elderly residents of Beaconsfield and Penn and they really do enjoy meeting the girls.

The Maidenhead Music Festival

Congratulations to Natasha Pourkarimi and Madeleine Thornham who both took part in the Maidenhead Music Festival this term.   Madeleine was commended for her piano playing and Natasha was awarded a distinction and a gold medal in the Junior Piano Study Class.

The Marlow Music Festival

This year High March Voices did very well at the Festival and were awarded a gold medal.  Congratulations also go to Alexandra Baldwin and Tara Daniel who performed in the Prize Winners’ Concert.   Girls at High March were also very successful in many of the individual classes and congratulations go to all those who took part.   The following pupils achieved a gold, silver or bronze medal:

	Vocal Classes

Isabel Avery

Alexandra Baldwin

Sophia Bradshaw

Lottie Crawley

Tara Daniel

Lydia Deighton
Kate Fallowfield

Georgina Finch

Ophelia Jeffrey

Laura Quartey

Annabel Streete

Alexandra Taal

Claire Whittle

Lola Willcock
	Medals

Bronze

Two Gold and a Silver

Two Bronze 

Silver and Bronze

Bronze

Bronze

Two Bronze

Silver and Bronze

Three Silver 

Two Bronze 

Silver and Bronze

Silver and Bronze

Two Gold

Gold


	Clarinet Classes

Ophelia Jeffrey

Flute Classes

Isabel Avery

Tara Daniel

Kate Fallowfield

Jane Gill

Madeleine Thornham

Amelia Whyman

Gabrielle Woodward

Piano Classes

Imogen Deighton
	Medals

Silver

Medals

Silver

Silver

Bronze

Bronze

Silver

Bronze

Bronze

Medals

Bronze




School Travel Plan

The School Travel Plan Co-ordinators on behalf of the School would like to thank all those children and their parents who continue to walk, cycle or scooter to and from School as often as possible, often in the most inclement weather.

Thanks also go to our School Crossing Patroller, Mrs Lowen-Cooper, to our Crocodile escorts: Mrs Aspland, Mrs Avery, Dr Marsden and Ms O’Neil and to our Junior Road Safety Officers: Katie Bilsland and Lydia Sefton-Minns who have this term attended a school travel conference at Adams Park, run a  stall for charity at the Christmas Fayre, led an assembly and helped with Walk to School Week.

Whilst we have received positive comments from neighbours about the improvements in the local amenity since our School Travel Plan became established, unfortunately a small minority of parents continue to drive and park without consideration for local residents, pedestrians, cyclists and other motorists.   This term we have been contacted, not only by local residents, but also by the local police station  regarding complaints of blocked driveways. We would politely request parents to treat both Ledborough Lane and Sandelswood End as if they were their own local roads and park and drive accordingly.

SPORTS REPORT
NETBALL FIXTURES

Mrs Sanders writes:

	
	Played
	Won
	Drawn
	Lost
	Goals For
	Goals Against

	U11 
	6
	4
	0
	2
	39
	19

	U 10 
	8
	5
	0
	3
	44
	20

	U9 
	6
	5
	0
	1
	22
	9

	Totals
	20
	14
	0
	6
	105
	48


My final term at High March unfortunately had 16 cancelled matches due to the dreadful weather. The tournaments were more successful. The season started superbly with the U11A team winning the Chesham Prep Tournament overall and the other High March teams bringing back numerous medals. The U11A team missed the trophy at the prestigious Manor Preparatory School tournament by one goal in a very closely fought final. The U10A played some outstanding netball, losing to the eventual winners in the semi-final by a golden goal at the St Hugh’s Tournament and proved what an awesome team they are becoming.
Chesham Preparatory School Tournaments
The U11A team started the season well winning all their games against Chesham, Berkhamsted, Edge Grove and Maltman’s Green. They played excellently and deserved the gold medals. The U11B beat Maltman’s Green and Gateway, drew against Chesham, Beechwood Park and Westbrook Hay and then narrowly lost to Berkhamsted. The points were very close and the team missed out on the medals on goal difference.

U10A and B both won three and drew three of their games to win bronze medals. U10C won all of their games to bring home gold medals. 

U9A won three and lost one game to the eventual winners Berkhamsted to finish in second place. U9B won two and drew two and also finished second. U9C team won three and drew one of their games to gain gold medals, playing a very good standard of netball. Medals for everyone! A great start to competitive netball.

Manor Preparatory School Invitational Tournament

A long drive to Abingdon on a cold winter’s day warmed up with a superb performance in this high level tournament. The High March team were on fire, winning 9-1, 4-2, 3-0 and 6-3 against some very talented teams. They had a very close game with Princes Mead and lost, going through to the semi-finals as second in the group. We played our old rivals Chandlings, battled back from 2-0 down to finish at 2-2 in a very exciting match. We played extra time and managed to win 4-2 with some exceptional shooting from our girls. The final was against Princes Mead who had beaten St Hugh’s 6-2 in their semi-final. The final was a hard fought battle which could have gone either way. It was very exciting and nerve-racking to watch and unfortunately High March lost 2-3 and brought home silver medals. The girls certainly proved what a fantastic team they are becoming. – Well Done!

St Hugh’s School Invitational Tournament

The U10A team won all of their group games 11-0, 9-1, 5-1 and 4-3 to gain maximum points. They went on to play Headington in the semi-final and lost 2-3 on a golden goal after a very close match.  Headington went on to beat Cheam in the final, winning 6-4.  The girls played well as a team and the shooters were on top form, shooting some very impressive goals.

Godstowe Tournament
Unfortunately, another bout of dreadful weather caused this tournament to be cancelled. It will be re-scheduled for next term.
SWIMMING FIXTURES

Mrs McKee writes:
The swimming squad has been training hard at Davenies, with Mrs Sanders and Mrs Gray at the helm.  We have had two galas this term against Godstowe and Pipers Corner.

At the Godstowe gala we took A and B teams in all the year groups.  There were many very close races and it gave the girls the opportunity to show off their swimming strokes, and for the Year 3 team to participate in their first gala.  Unfortunately there were a few discrepancies with the final score, but Godstowe informed us this week that we had actually won the gala!

The Pipers gala was a well organised event, as usual. The majority of races were very exciting and closely fought, as the following results show:



HM

PIPERS

Y4
24

31

Y5
28

21

Y6
28

27

Total
80

79  

Congratulations to all the girls who took part - the training has certainly paid off.   Keep up the good work!
   

Thank you also, to Mrs Simmons and Mrs Lowen-Cooper for their help behind the scenes.  

English Schools Swimming Association

In October Katie Brown, Henrietta Lowen Cooper and Molly Simmons represented High March in the Division 10 Individual Championships.   All three girls swam in the individual medley, backstroke, breaststroke and freestyle races.   Henrietta also swam the butterfly race.   In the Year 6 races Katie’s best performance was 5th in the backstroke and Molly’s was 17th in both the individual medley and the breaststroke.   Henrietta swam in the Year 5 races and was delighted to come 4th in the freestyle.   Congratulations to all three girls who were up against some stiff competition from pupils throughout the region.

High March Social Group 
The Social Group has had a most successful first term and I would like to express my gratitude for all that they do for the School.   Following their successful sale of fancy dress outfits, they planned and prepared a wonderful Autumn Fancy Dress party for Junior House children.   Once again I had the unenviable task of choosing the best costumes, but everyone went home with a party bag and a good time was had by all the children in attendance.

One of the highlights of the school year for the children in Upper School is the Christmas Disco organised by the Social Group.   Years 3 and 4 enjoyed their disco first and then Years 5 and 6 were delighted to play hostesses to the boys from Davenies at their disco which followed.   I have decided that I really must invest in some ear plugs before next year’s event, but for some reason the noise does not seem to upset the children!   Thank you to all the Social Group members who gave up their Friday evening to provide the refreshments and supervise the proceedings.

Many of you will have purchased a Christmas pudding or the new High March umbrellas from the Social Group Stall at the Christmas Fayre.   If you have not seen the new umbrellas yet, they are still available in various sizes from the School Office.   I can certainly vouch for the efficiency of the new umbrellas as I have had great cause to use mine when walking between Upper School and Junior House over the past few weeks of inclement weather!

Another new venture at this year’s Christmas Fayre was to hold a cake competition with a High March theme.   The competition was judged by the owner of Jungs and the winning cake was then displayed in the window of Jungs the following week.   Congratulations to Mrs Crawshaw, the mother of India in 2TM, whose cake won the competition.

Departing from tradition the Social Group held a most successful Christmas Brunch at Loch Fyne this year instead of a lunch at the Fitzwilliams Centre.   Unfortunately I was unable to attend but I have heard various excellent reports of the event.   Mrs Jan Donlon and Mrs Sue Dunster were in attendance, however, and were pleased to draw the tickets for the raffle.

Accelerated Reader 

Since mid-October, Years 4 and 5 have been busy reading books in the online Accelerated Reader scheme. We are delighted to report that children have read five books on average and have taken online quizzes on these, for which they have received certificates. Many children have read well above the average number of books, but special congratulations go to Laura Drysdale, Alice Ingham-Halshaw, Georgia Lee-Dickson, Jessica Pycroft, Victoria Smith, Ella Tidy, Charlotte Way and Gabrielle Woodward, who have all been quizzed on twice the average number of books. Next term, girls using the scheme will be tested again to see how much their reading has improved.

Pupil Collection Arrangements at Upper School

It would be much appreciated if parents waiting to collect Upper School children at the end of the day could ensure that any younger siblings are properly supervised.   The car park is not a suitable place for the children to play and there has been some damage caused to both the plants and staff cars.   In addition, the noise of the children playing does cause a disturbance to those classrooms at the front of the school where the High March children are trying to concentrate on their work.   

Swimming Pool Project

Significant work has been going on behind the scenes in preparation for commencement of construction of our indoor heated swimming pool in 2008. This is an extremely exciting project and the Governors and I will be writing to you further in this regard next term.

Calendar Dates

I would like to draw your attention to the blue termly calendar that accompanies this letter.   You will notice that there are some dates included for the summer term 2008 and I would like to remind parents that the following dates are compulsory events that pupils are expected to attend:

Saturday June 14, Junior Sports in the morning for pupils in Reception and Year 1

Saturday June 21, Senior Sports in the morning for pupils in Years 2 to 6

Friday July 4, Prize Giving at 2 pm for pupils in Years 3 to 6

I would politely request that you avoid making any commitments on these dates as it is very upsetting for both the children and staff when they are unable to attend an event that they have been preparing for.   Should there be an unavoidable reason why your daughter cannot attend any of the above events then you are kindly asked to write to me directly explaining the reason for your daughter’s proposed absence.

School Office opening hours during the holiday will be:


Monday December 17th - Friday December 21st, 2007, 9 am to 12 noon


Wednesday January 2nd – Friday January 4th, 2008, 9 am to 12 noon

I shall be in School on some of those days, but if I am not there when you call the member of the office staff on duty will always know how to contact me, if there is anything important you would like to talk to me about during the holidays. 

Finally Mrs Rosemary Chapples, Mrs Belinda Avery and Mr Michael Chapples and their families join me in thanking you all for the beautiful cards that you have sent us and in wishing you all in return a peaceful and joyful Christmas and a New Year that will be very happy.

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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