[image: image1.jpg]



HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

A  BEGINNING  OF  TERM  NEWSLETTER

JANUARY 2008

On behalf of all the Governors and Staff I would like to wish all parents and children a happy New Year and to thank you for all your kind gifts and best wishes that we received before Christmas.   I do hope that you all had a wonderful time with your friends and families over the Christmas period and that the children are now fully rested and looking forward to another busy term.   An especially warm welcome is extended to all our new pupils and their families as they join our High March community.   We hope that you will all settle in quickly and that your time spent with us will be very happy and fulfilled.   Following my extensive newsletter before Christmas, many of you may well be relieved to see that this one is not so long and detailed!

Staffing News

As announced to the parents of form RTW last term, we were very sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Shan Thornham who was such a gentle and dedicated teacher of some of the youngest members of our community.   Mrs Adele Gray, who is already known to many of you as both the mother of Bryony in 2AN and as a supply teacher, now joins Mrs Wyllie and the class will now be known as RGW.   Mrs Gray has settled into her new role with ease and she has already struck up an excellent rapport with the girls in RGW.

At the beginning of term we were delighted to welcome Miss Gemma Bettis who has joined us to teach PE, mainly in Upper School.   Miss Bettis will be a full time member of staff and she specialises in netball – a favourite sport for many of our Upper School girls.   She is looking forward to maintaining the excellent standard of netball that we already enjoy and to continuing to encourage the girls in all aspects of PE.

Towards the end of last term we were very pleased to welcome Mr Tony Ellis who joined us as a new member of staff in the Learning Support department.   Mr Ellis is a very experienced teacher of children with specific learning difficulties in both English and Mathematics.   Until recently he was Head of Learning Support at Long Close School in Slough, a role which he relinquished in order to work on a more part time basis to have more time to complete his doctorate.   

We have been pleased to welcome Mr Peter Honiball today as he joins our Financial Officer, Mrs Kate Chapples, as the new Bursar and Head of Administration.   Mr Honiball is no stranger to High March as he is the husband of our Head of Junior House, Mrs Michelle Honiball, and the father of Millie in 3H.   Coming from a systems management background, Mr Honiball is looking forward to working in a school environment and we hope that he will be very happy at High March.

I am sure that all of our new members of staff will settle in very quickly at High March and that the opportunity will arise very soon for you to be able to meet them.

Cancer Research UK Fundraising Christmas Concert

On Friday, 14 December, 2007 High March Voices were honoured to be asked to sing at a Cancer Research UK Fundraising Christmas Concert held in St Mary and All Saints Church in Old Beaconsfield.   Performing alongside the soprano, Kathleen Willison, Dominic Grieve, MP and other talented local people such as Kathy Godfrey and Barnaby Lathom-Sharp, High March Voices were treated to a standing ovation as they left the Church.   Lydia Deighton, Georgina Finch and Ophelia Jeffrey sang their solos confidently and Mr Richard Elliott directed the Voices with fine renditions of “In the Bleak Midwinter”, “Torches” and “The Heavenly Aeroplane”.   My thanks go to Mr Elliott for his talented direction, to Mrs Gill Cook for her help supervising the children and also to all of the parents who supported us.   As usual the children were a credit to High March and I was very proud to receive so many compliments regarding their impeccable behaviour and the quality of their singing.

Amendments to the Calendar

Unfortunately we have had to make two changes to this term’s calendar:

· The Drama Workshops on “A Christmas Carol” planned for Upper School next Thursday, January 17, have had to be cancelled due to illness.

· The Junior House Parents’ Evening on Wednesday, February 13, will commence at 19:00 and not 09:00 as detailed on the calendar.

· Mrs Atherton and Mrs Noble are now unable to meet with 2AN parents on the evening of Wednesday, February 13.   Parents can still attend on Monday, February 11, or it will be possible to make an appointment to see Mrs Atherton and Mrs Noble at the Parents’ Evening for some pupils in Year 3 and form 6C in the Upper School hall on Wednesday, February 27.   We apologise for any inconvenience that this might cause.

Storage of Art Overalls in Upper School

We have been thinking of ways to try to reduce the amount of lost property at Upper School and have decided to change the way that we store the children’s art overalls.   At the beginning of term, Mrs Bissett will collect in the overalls and they will be stored in form baskets on new shelves in the cloakroom.   The shelves are quite high up and the children have been asked not to touch the baskets.   If art overalls are required for any lessons the teacher will lift down the basket and distribute the overalls.   They will then be collected in again at the end of the lesson.   It is anticipated that this will prevent the girls from “borrowing” overalls and it will also make more space on the pegs and in the PE bags.   The overalls will be sent home at regular intervals to be washed.

I promised a short newsletter and I hope that I have fulfilled that pledge!   With such an early Easter this year, the Lent term is particularly short, but we still have a lot of exciting lessons, activities and educational visits planned which I am sure that our pupils will enjoy.   I wish you all a very happy term ahead.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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