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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

HALF TERM NEWSLETTER

FEBRUARY 2008

After a very wet first half of term, I do hope that we can look forward to some warm, dry weather in what will be a very short second half of the term as Easter is so early this year.   As you will see from the contents of this newsletter, the children have been very busy over the past few weeks, both inside and outside the classroom.

Academic Results

I am very pleased to write that following the 11+ Appeals process our pass rate has now risen to 78% for this year.   Not all of the girls will be taking up their 11+ places, however, as some of them will be going on to a variety of independent senior schools.   At the time of writing we are still awaiting news from some of the schools, but I am delighted to furnish you with the following excellent results:


Berkhamsted Collegiate School
Ellie Bagshaw

Carmen Boettcher

Lottie Crawley

Ophelia Jeffrey


Claires Court, The College

Carmen Boettcher







Molly Simmons

Kate Standish







Ellen Williams


The Royal Masonic School

Aimee Conway







Lydia Deighton







Lindsey Sheffield


Wycombe Abbey School

Tavia Chetty (day place)







Elisha Sohi (boarding place)

Particular congratulations go to Ellie Bagshaw who has been called back to Berkhamsted Collegiate School to sit their 11+ academic scholarship examinations based on her excellent performance in their entry papers.

Del Anderson Poetry Scholarship

We were very pleased with the high standard of entries for the Del Anderson Poetry Scholarship this year.   The candidates produced some beautiful anthologies and the papers that they wrote revealed a mature understanding of the set poem.   This year’s recitation was “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost and the judging panel was most impressed by the sensitive and accurate renditions of the poem.   I am delighted to announce that Charlotte Way has been awarded the scholarship this year and Kate Fallowfield has been awarded an exhibition.  Antigone Marriott receives a special mention for her particularly sensitive and imaginative performance of the recitation.   Many congratulations to all the girls who took part.

Year 2 Singing Picture

At the time of going to press, the Year 3 Singing Picture has not taken place.  I am delighted, however, to be able to announce the results of the Year 2 Singing Picture as follows.

Joint Winners  


Sara Lones






Katie Sanders

Highly Commended


Isabel Highsted

Commended



Erin McMoneagle

All the Year 2 girls are to be congratulated on taking part in the Singing Picture.

Visit of the Mathemagician to Junior House

Mrs Corcoran writes:

Maths is Magical was the theme for the day in Junior House.

‘Two, four, six, eight…. what comes next?’ 

‘Ten,’ chorused the girls.  

‘Red, blue, blue, red, blue, blue…. what comes next?’  

‘Red,’ came the reply from the girls! 

‘Quite right!’ said our Mathemagician, Andrew Jeffrey.  ‘What wonderful mathematicians you all are’.

On Thursday, January 24 the Mathemagician held our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes enthralled as he showed them how much fun maths could be.  His message throughout was that maths was about patterns, spotting them, describing them and using them to predict what was happening.  Turning bananas into flames for his monkey assistant, and circles into squares; different length pieces of rope into lengths that were all the same, allowed the girls to display their knowledge of mathematical language with which he was very impressed.  What impressed the Year 1 girls most, however, was the final trick of turning Mrs Corcoran into a millionaire when he magicked a twenty pound note she gave him into a million dollar bill!  Mrs Corcoran agreed even if it was short lived.

Educational Visits

It was decided to hold all of the educational visits for Upper School on the same day this term and I am pleased to report that it was a great success.   All of the classes enjoyed their visits with Year 3 going to Highclere Castle to learn more about the involvement of Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon in the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb and Year 4 visiting the Hindu Temple in Neasden as part of both their Religious Studies curriculum and their study of India in Geography.   Year 5 participated in some excellent workshops at Hampton Court Palace as part of their History topic on the Tudors and Year 6 visited the Natural History Museum as part of their work in Science.  

Holding all of the trips on the same day enabled every member of staff to accompany the visits, even those who would not normally do so, and made timetabling much simpler for both class and peripatetic lessons.   

Year 2 enjoyed their visit to Mop End and during the second half of term Nursery K will be visiting Beaconsfield Library, Reception have an outing to Odds Farm Park and Year 2 will be spending the day at The Roald Dahl Gallery and Aylesbury Museum.

Social Group Quiz Night

On Friday, January 25 we enjoyed our annual Quiz Night and we are once more indebted to John Borns for masterminding this event.   The final winners, a team of parents from Nursery K, led from the outset, with a close fought battle for second, third and fourth places.   Many congratulations to these parents and a huge thank you to Mrs Wendy Nash, Mrs Michelle McLellan and the Social Group for organising this very popular event.

School Crossing Patroller

We are still looking for a School Crossing Patroller for every morning to assist the children across Ledborough Lane.   Please do pass the word around your friends and families.   Anyone interested in the position should contact the School Office in the first instance.

SchoolComms
Many parents already benefit from receiving as much communication from school as possible by email.   This is our favoured means of communication as it is more environmentally friendly.   If you have not yet registered for SchoolComms, then I would exhort that you do so.   The School Office can provide you with all the details that you need in order to register and use the service.   We really do find it extremely useful to be able to text and email everyone if we have to close school due to inclement weather or if a trip is late returning and so please, please do consider signing up for this service.

Contact Details

I am sure that you all find the contact lists that the form representatives compile extremely useful if you need to liaise with one another.   I would be very grateful, however, if everyone could remember to treat these lists as confidential and not pass on another parent’s contact details to any third party as it is important that the right to privacy is maintained.   Please rest assured that the School Office will never divulge any contact details to any third party.   It would be very helpful if any changes in contact details could be given to the School Office.

Ski Trip to St Johann in Austria

I am very pleased to write that the children returned from our visit to St Johann in the Austrian Tirol with just a few bruises and no broken bones!   Unfortunately adults do not always land so easily and so I suffered some concussion when I bumped my head which has proved rather difficult to shake off this week. This year there was snow behind our hotel and so the children were able to enjoy doorstep skiing. The progress of the beginners was a delight to watch and by the end of the week they were all skiing down the slopes with confidence.   For the more advanced skiers amongst us there were plenty of challenges to be found.   

This was followed by some very enjoyable après ski; such as a sleigh ride, a bowling evening and swimming in an indoor/outdoor pool. It was my pleasure once more to accompany our Year 6 girls and we received many compliments about their impeccable behaviour and manners.   Organising any residential visit is always a huge task and my gratitude and thanks go to Mrs Jayne McKee for her excellent leadership of the trip and to Mrs Gill Cook who also accompanied the trip. 

By the end of the week everyone was able to take part in a slalom race.  Congratulations go to Fleur Tidy who was the fastest girl on the slope with an incredible time of 29.18 seconds and to the rest of the girls who all managed to complete the slalom challenge.   The results in each group were as follows with every girl who took part receiving a medal:

Advanced




Gold


Fleur Tidy


Silver 


Emma Sutcliffe


Super Bronze

Caitlin Jones


Bronze


Carmen Boettcher




Katie Brown




Lydia Sefton-Minns




Molly Simmons





Beginners
Gold 


 Natasha Pourkarimi

Silver 


 Elizabeth Clarke


Super Bronze 

 Georgina Finch


Bronze


Ellie Bagshaw


Katie Bilsland




Charlotte Cameron

Lottie Crawley




Tara Daniel


Melissa Howie




Ophelia Jeffrey

Phoebe McDermott




Lindsey Sheffield

Kate Standish




Claire Whittle

Recycling

Mrs Su Murray writes:

As part of the School’s recycling efforts, we are hoping to support two recycling fundraisers.  We will begin collecting on Monday, 25 February:

Buckinghamshire School Mobile Phone Recycling Scheme

Redundant mobile phones can be recycled by sending them directly to “Recycle Your Mobile” using the special envelope sent home today or they can be placed in the collection box in the School Office.  The phones will be either refurbished and sold to customers in developing countries abroad or will be dismantled to recover reusable parts.  The School will receive up to £10 depending upon the age of the phones. Any funds raised from the recycling campaign will be allocated to our swimming pool project.  We may also win a recycled plastic bench if we achieve the most mobile phones collected by Friday, 27 June.

Blue Peter Disc-Drive Appeal

We are collecting unwanted CDs, DVDs or computer games (in saleable condition).  The discs will be collected in School and forwarded to the appeal.  The discs and games will be sold through Barnado’s to raise much needed funds for young carers in the UK.  The charity works with over 2000 children under the age of 18 who look after someone – often a Mum or Dad – at home.

Healthy Snacks

It would be greatly appreciated if everyone could remember that the children are not allowed to bring in sweets or anything containing chocolate for their snacks.   This rule applies to both mid-morning break and any snacks that might be brought in to eat prior to an after school activity.   Sweets may be brought into school on a child’s birthday, but they will not be distributed until the end of the day.   Birthday cakes are welcome and these can be eaten at mid-morning break.

One of the ideas voiced at our Pupil Council at Upper School last year was to have a “Healthy Snack Day” once a week.  I would like to remind everyone that every Wednesday is designated as “Healthy Snack day”.   This is not compulsory for medical reasons, but all children are encouraged to participate by bringing fruit or vegetables for their break on a Wednesday.

Upper School ICT Club

Due to the high demand for places at the Years 3 to 5 ICT club on a Monday lunchtime we have decide to rotate each year group every half term. This will mean more pupils will have the opportunity to come along.   The rota will start on Monday, 25 February with Year 3 who can attend up to Easter.    After Easter it will be the turn of Year 4 and then Year 5 for the last half of the summer term.   Pupils wishing to attend should come to the ICT suite at the start of second break.

 

School Shoes

We would be very grateful if those children who have the very popular shoes with dolls and dolls’ clothes in the heels could kindly leave them at home as the loss of the dolls and clothes is causing difficulty.   We are very happy for the shoes to be worn, as long as the contents are left at home!

Swimming Pool Project

We are extremely excited about our major building project, which will provide a wonderful facility for the School community. We have been working hard on the fine detail of the plans for commencement of construction this summer of our proposed indoor heated swimming pool, to be sited at Junior House. In particular, our architects and structural engineer have been liaising with our PE Department to finalise the internal specifications of the building.  Once final drawings have been approved they will be displayed at both Junior House and Upper School.

As I write this newsletter, I know that many of our High March families are off to the ski slopes for the half term break and I wish everyone who is travelling a safe journey and a happy holiday.   Hopefully you will enjoy excellent snow and some sunshine on the slopes.   For those of you who are remaining at home, I hope that you have a restful break with your family.

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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