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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

A  BEGINNING  OF  TERM  NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2008
Welcome back to another summer term and a particularly warm welcome to all our new pupils and their families.   We do hope that you will be very happy with us.    Life at School has been very busy over the holidays as we have had the decorators and various cleaning firms in.    The girls in 2TM returned to find that they had new tables and Upper School pupils were delighted to see the new Astroturf and fencing around the helicopter.   The teaching staff were also very busy and many of them came in during the holidays to prepare for the term ahead by planning their teaching and tidying or arranging their classrooms.
Parent and Pupil Questionnaires

Thank you to all those pupils and parents who completed the online questionnaire for us.   The results are currently being analysed by Atkey Solutions and I anticipate being able to report back to you in more detail after I have attended the final day of the course next month.
Staffing News
It is not unusual in a school the size of High March to have some staff who decide to have a change in their lifestyles at the end of an academic year.   I was very sorry to receive the news that Mrs Eunice Maloney and Mrs Su Murray have decided to retire at the end of this term.   Mrs Jane Stephens and Mrs Jo Tavener wish to spend more time with their families and so will not be returning to us in September.   Indeed Mrs Tavener has decided to become a childminder in order to stay at home with her children and so, if you know of anyone in need of a childminder, Mrs Tavener comes with excellent references!   It is still too early to say our formal goodbyes and so I will write in more detail about these dedicated members of staff in my end of term newsletter.
Extra Calendar Dates

There are some additions to this term’s calendar for the Reception classes and so parents are kindly requested to take note of the following:
 

· Friday, 25 April - Visit to Knotty Green

· Monday, 12 May - Visit to Black Park

· Monday, 9 June - Trip to High Wycombe on the train – this date may change depending on the weather, but we plan to do the trip in this week.

Scholastic Book Fair

The Scholastic Book Fair will be visiting High March again this year with a huge selection of books for sale. Scholastic gives us a generous commission which we used last year to buy many new books, both for the classrooms and the libraries. The Fair will be held in the Hall at Junior House from Tuesday, 6 May until Monday, 12 May and all parents are warmly invited to visit after school on these dates. Upper School pupils will be brought down to Junior House during one of their lessons to browse though the available books. This year all children who attend the fair are being given a £1 voucher which can be used against any book purchase.

Junior House Book Week

To coincide with the Scholastic Book Fair, we will be having a Book Week in Junior House. This will run from Tuesday, 6 May until Friday, 9 May. On Thursday, 8 May, we have a visit from the author Denis Bond. His book titles include “The Shark Who Bit Things He Shouldn’t” and “The Granny Who Wasn’t Like Other Grannies”. We will have some of his books for sale and Denis is willing to sign them after school on the Thursday.

Also to celebrate Book Week, the children can take part in two competitions.  The first is to design a book plate and details of this will be sent out separately. The second is to design a hat on a literary theme. It could be a hat that a book character might wear or a hat representing a book or an author. We are looking for imaginative designs which can be worn to school on Book Hat Day which is Friday, 9 May. I hope that we will get a good response to both of these competitions - there will of course be prizes for the winning entries.

Class Placements in September 2008
As last year, I plan to write to all parents at half term to inform you of your child’s class teacher in September.   

Setting in Upper School

I am pleased to confirm that from September pupils in Years 4 to 6 will continue to be taught in three sets for mathematics.   Setting in English does not take place until Year 5 and there will continue to be two groups.   Parents will be informed prior to the start of the Autumn term if their child is likely to change set at the beginning of the academic year. 
Pupils moving into Years 4 and 5 in September will be placed into their new sets of mathematics for Year 4 and English for Year 5 according to their end of year examination results, their work in class and the recommendation of their subject teachers.   The set lists will be drawn up over the summer holidays and the children will find out which group they are in when they return to school in September.   This can be a very anxious time for both pupils and parents alike and I would like to reassure all parents that the children at High March achieve very good academic results and this is largely due to being placed in the correct set.   Many children thrive when working at the top of a “B” group, rather than feeling demoralised at the bottom of an “A” group.   Both sets follow the same syllabus, but the “A” set works at a quicker pace and will be given some extension tasks.   All the sets will cover the entire syllabus, but may use different textbooks or resources to reach the same end goal.   

Latin
There is the option to take Latin in Year 5.   There are two Latin sets and the children who do not take Latin follow a course of extra English and Mathematics.   Places are allocated in the two Latin sets based on the recommendation of the English and French staff.   Parents will be informed of the school’s recommendation regarding Latin by letter at the end of this term.

School Uniform
It would be greatly appreciated if you could check that your child comes to school in the correct uniform.   The staff noticed that last term some children were not looking as smart as we would like, with hems coming down and buttons missing from their coats.   It is compulsory for all Junior House girls to wear the panama hat and so please do support us in this and expect your daughter to wear her hat on her way to and from School.   We will be monitoring the appearance of the children very closely this term as we want to be proud of the appearance of High March pupils in and around Beaconsfield.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that only plain, white ankle socks should be worn with summer dresses.   If you feel that it is too cold for ankle socks then please do send your child to school in winter uniform until the weather becomes milder.   As mentioned in a previous newsletter the currently fashionable “ballet style pump” shoe is not allowed at school.   It is essential that all the girls in Upper School have the navy cagoule as they will need to wear it if it rains on a swimming day.

Charity Fund Raising

I am pleased to announce that at the end of last term the sale of some of our second hand desks raised £50 and £109.30 was collected after the Year 1 Concert.   All monies raised have been sent to the NSPCC. 
It is always very encouraging when our pupils use their own initiative.   As you will see from the item of news below, one such idea resulted in some fundraising for an excellent cause and enabled some High March families to enjoy some time together during the Easter holidays:
Thistle House Sponsored Walk for Helen House Hospice

Mrs Cook writes:

During the Easter holidays twenty five girls, brothers, parents and dogs walked from Marlow to Spade Oak in Bourne End and back.   The weather was very kind to us and the rain held off, although it was very muddy underfoot.   Ophelia Jeffrey and Connie Campsie organized the walk, with the help of their parents.   Mrs Jeffrey arranged for refreshments to be available at Spade Oak which gave the children a boost for the return walk.   The walk raised over £200 for Helen House and some parents who were unable to join the walk made a donation.   Ophelia and Connie would like to thank everyone for their support.
Academic Results

My apologies go to Katie Bilsland and Phoebe McDermott whose names were not included in the list of girls who were awarded places at Pipers Corner at the end of last term.   Many congratulations to Katie and Phoebe on this success.

Music Examination Results

Last term some of our pupils took music examinations with the following results:

	CLARINET
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	Grade Four
	

	Hannah Birgani
	Pass
	Tavia Chetty
	Pass

	
	
	Ophelia Jeffrey
	Pass

	
	
	
	

	FLUTE
	
	
	

	Grade Two
	
	Grade Three
	

	Gabrielle Woodward
	Pass
	Amelia Wyman
	Pass

	Kate Fallowfield
	Merit
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PIANO
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	
	

	Poppy Nutt
	Pass
	Laura Quartey
	Pass

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	SINGING
	
	
	

	Preparatory Certificate
	
	

	Imogen Deighton
	
	Antigone Marriott
	

	
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	Grade Two
	

	Katie O’Toole
	Pass
	Kate Fallowfield
	Pass

	Francesca Owen
	Merit
	Genevieve Harvey
	Pass

	
	
	
	

	Grade Three
	
	Grade Four
	

	Annabel Streete
	Pass
	Jessica Pycroft 
	Pass

	
	
	
	

	VIOLIN
	
	
	

	Grade One
	
	
	

	Iman Jamil
	Pass
	
	

	
	
	
	


Many congratulations to all these pupils and to all their teachers.

Art Exhibition and Open Morning

Parents are most warmly invited to join us on Saturday and Sunday, May 17 and 18 for our annual Art Exhibition.   Both Junior House classrooms and many areas in Upper School will be open for you to view the children’s work and please do try to find the time to look around as much of the School as you can.

On the Saturday morning we are holding an Open Morning for prospective parents.   Existing parents who would like to join us are most welcome, as many of you in Junior House may not have seen Upper School since you initially looked around the School when your daughter was very young.   Further details of our Open Morning will be sent home in due course.

Swimming Pool Project

As most of you will be aware, construction of our fabulous new indoor heated swimming pool is scheduled to commence in the Summer holidays.

IAPS National Swimming Finals
Congratulations to Katie Brown and Henrietta Lowen Cooper who have been selected to swim in the IAPS National Swimming Gala at K2 Crawley Leisure Centre on 3 May. This is a very prestigious gala, as the schools attending are from all over the country and the swimming is of an excellent standard.  Good luck, girls!
Coffee Morning at Upper School
In partnership with the Social Group, it is planned to run a Coffee Morning for Junior House parents at Upper School on a school day.   Year 6 pupils will give tours around the buildings so that you can see a normal working day and meet some of the teachers.   A letter will follow in due course regarding this.
Compulsory School Events
I would like to draw your attention to the following dates in the school calendar that are compulsory school events that we expect your child to attend:


Junior House Sports for Reception and Year 1
Saturday, June 14 at 10am


Senior Sports for Years 2 to 6



Saturday, June 21 at 10am


Nursery Sports for NR and NK


Friday, June 27 at 11am


Prize Giving for Years 3 to 6



Friday, July 4 at 2pm

Parents are warmly invited to join us on these occasions and more details will follow in due course.   Should there be a genuine reason why your child will be unable to attend any of these events, then permission must be sought from me in writing as early as possible.   As you can imagine, a lot of planning is needed for these occasions to run smoothly and the staff need a lot of notice in order to be able to plan for a participant’s non-attendance.

As I look forward to the term ahead I feel most enthusiastic about all the exciting learning opportunities that lie ahead for all of our pupils.   I never fail to be amazed by the amount of progress that young children make in such a short space of time.   The girls in Reception are now independent writers and I am always so impressed when I look at their work.  In Prayers on the first day of term I was delighted to show Upper School the wonderful Habitat Studies that had been produced by Katie Bilsland, Lottie Crawley and Caitlin Jones.   These were just a few of the excellent studies that have been produced by our Year 6 pupils and I do recommend that you take the time to look at them at the Art Exhibition.   New opportunities for our Year 6 girls this term include a residential trip to France, tennis at The Beaconsfield Lawn Tennis Club, learning to touch type and participating in a Gospel Workshop as part of their Leavers’ event.   The summer term is always a busy one, with many events where we have the opportunity to welcome parents to join us.   I look forward to seeing you at the Art Exhibition, Sports Day, Prize Giving or Leavers’ event and wish you all a happy and fulfilled term ahead.
Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
PAGE  
5

