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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

HALF  TERM  NEWSLETTER 
MAY 2008
I hope that this newsletter finds you all enjoying a restful and relaxing half term holiday, despite the poor weather if you have remained in this country!   As usual, I have a great deal of news to impart and we are only half way through the term! 
Staffing News

The last week of this half term has been particularly busy due to interviews for new teachers for this September.   As you know, we have exciting changes planned for our Nursery, with the addition of a second four year old Nursery Class.    Mrs Christine Rolfe, assisted by Miss Kirsty Griffith, who has decided to stay with us in order to train to be a Classroom Assistant, will teach the three year old Nursery Class in the afternoons.   Mrs Helen Noble is very much looking forward to teaching the second four year old Nursery Class, NN, alongside Mrs Fay Kaul who will continue to teach NK.   The Classroom Assistants in these morning Nursery Classes will be Mrs Amanda Clarke, Mrs Karan Gates and Miss Kirsty Griffith.
It is always encouraging when teachers wish to move year groups in order to widen their experience and enjoy the new teaching which naturally accompanies a change.   Some staff in Junior House have enthusiastically embraced the opportunity for a move, whilst others have opted to stay in the same year group in order to maintain continuity.   Mrs Michelle Honiball will remain in Reception, teaching alongside a new teacher, Miss Emma Ives.   They will be assisted by Mrs Paula Barlow, Mrs Karan Gates, Mrs Trisha Priestley and Mrs Christine Rolfe.   Mrs Margaret Kemble will be moving to teach two days in Year 1, alongside a new teacher, Mrs Emma Gillespie who will teach the other three days.   Mrs Beverly Mackay will stay in Year 1, with Mrs Jane Corcoran moving to teach a Year 2 class in conjunction with Mrs Adele Gray and Mrs Jane Wyllie who will share the other Year 2 class.   The Classroom Assistants in Year 1 will be Mrs Kelly Foster and Mrs Lucy Muller, with Mrs Sue Palmer and our new Gap Tutor, Miss Sara Smith in Year 2. 
Mrs Helen Atherton has decided to return to her original age group and will replace Mrs Su Murray to teach principally Mathematics in Years 4 and 5.   Mrs Atherton will also be responsible for a Year 4 class and will teach Science to her form.   Mrs Claire Mullin will be taking maternity leave from the beginning of next term and I am very pleased to announce that Mrs Su Murray has agreed to stay on for another two terms to cover this teaching.   Miss Gemma Bettis will be the second form teacher in Year 4 during Mrs Mullin’s absence.   A former High March pupil, Miss Isabelle Burch, will be the Upper School Gap Tutor next year.
Whilst Mrs Mullin is away, we would be very grateful for parental help in the Upper School Library.   If you have time to spare between approximately 12 Noon and 2 pm on one or more days, do please contact me via the School Office for further details.   Full training will be given and you will be asked to open the Library at lunchtimes, with the assistance of the Year 6 Librarians, and to keep the Library maintained and tidy.   
Classes for 2008
As promised in my last newsletter, I am now able to inform you of the class placements for this September.   As usual the children will move up in their current form groups as follows:


Form RH will move to 1GK with Mrs Gillespie and Mrs Kemble

Form RGW will move to 1M with Mrs Mackay


Form 1M will move to 2C with Mrs Corcoran

Form 1C will move to 2GW with Mrs Gray and Mrs Wyllie

Form 2AN will move to 3J with Miss Jones

Form 2TM will move to 3H with Mrs Halford

Form 3H will move to 4B with Miss Bettis

Form 3J will move to 4A with Mrs Atherton

Form 4B will move to 5C with Mrs Cook


Form 4M will move to 5K with Mrs Kilbourn


Form 5C will move to 6C with Mrs Crawley-Boevey


Form 5K will move to 6F with Mr Felt

The Art Exhibition and Open Morning
From the many positive comments that I received from visitors to our Art Exhibition and Open Morning, I know that this occasion was once more a huge success.   The displays in the classrooms at Junior House were wonderful examples of the high standard of work that the children have achieved throughout the year.   This was also the case in the Upper School rooms which were open.   Thank you to all parents who kindly donated flowers for our displays.   We had more gifts than ever this year and are very grateful for your support.   Our Head of Art and Technology, Mrs Linda Bissett, assisted by our  Art Technician, Mrs Jane Campbell, created a stunning display in the Upper School hall on the theme of China to celebrate the Olympics that will be held in Beijing this year.   Pupils at High March are truly fortunate to be taught by such talented teachers who are able to provide them with opportunities to work with a variety of materials and techniques.
Year 6 Production of “Lamplight Florence”

Congratulations to all of Year 6 on their splendid performances of “Lamplight Florence” on May 8.   The cast excelled themselves with some wonderful acting and singing and the production was a truly cross-curricular experience as the girls had been learning about the Victorians in History.   My thanks go to the production team of Mrs Isabelle Crawley-Boevey, Producer, Mrs Susie Matthews, Director and Mr Richard Elliott, Musical Director who all worked so hard to ensure that “Lamplight Florence” was a success.   The retiring collection was in aid of the Florence Nightingale Hospice and we look forward to welcoming Lindsey Fealey on Thursday June 5 when she will join us in Upper School Prayers to receive our cheque for £299.83 and to tell us more about the work of the Hospice.

Book Fair
During the week commencing May 6, Junior House enjoyed many book related activities.   The week began with the arrival of the Scholastic Book Fair and we would like to thank everyone who visited and purchased books at the Fair.   We raised over £600 in commission and this has been used to purchase new books for both Junior House and Upper School.

The visit of the author, Denis Bond, was very popular on Thursday, May 8 and on Friday, May 9, we celebrated a Book Hat Day with many of the children (and staff too) coming to school wearing a hat which depicted their favourite book or book character.   Mrs Jan Donlon kindly judged the hats and our congratulations go to the following prize winners:
Nursery
Scott Jackson


Phoebe Kay
Reception
Alexandra Shenouda

Niamh Duncan

Year 1

Madeleine Harlow

Elizabeth Baldwin

Year 2

Selina St John


Charlotte Brown

Many Junior House children entered our competition to design a book plate based on their favourite book.   The winners of this competition were:


Nursery
Gabrielle Coughlin

Reception
Carly Harville

Year 1

Amaal Hasen

Year 2

Jennifer Murphy

Book Week was a huge success and my thanks go to Mrs Mackay for all her hard work in organising the many and varied aspects of the week and to the staff team at Junior House who supported her behind the scenes.

 
Rose House Charity Fundraising
Lydia Deighton, Rose House Captain writes:

On Wednesday 25 April, 2008 it was Rose Day and also Saint George’s Day. Everyone was invited to dress in mufti, which was either pyjamas or pink clothes. We did a lot of activities to help raise money for World Vision, like pin the nose on the Rose Bear, guess how many eggs in the jar, guess the weight of the cakes, a Rose treasure hunt and how many words can you make out of Saint George’s Day! We also sold cakes and drinks.

We have raised a lot of money, which we are still counting! We would like to thank everyone for helping us raise money for World Vision and all the Roses for helping make it a fantastic day!

After the counting was finished, I am delighted to announce that Rose House raised £468.81 for their charity, World Vision.   This will enable us to continue to support a child in Tanzania, Evelina, as she continues her education for two more years.
Other Charity Fundraising

I have been asked by Mrs Gill Cook to thank everyone who sponsored pupils for the Thistle House walk.   Altogether £549.10 was raised for Helen and Douglas House, a children’s hospice in Oxford.   Mrs Chris Edwards has also asked me to express our gratitude to everyone who donated craft materials for Lighthouse and for the donations towards Lepra that were made at the Art Exhibition.   Altogether £42 was raised and this amount represents a cure for two children suffering from leprosy and it will change their lives forever.
Ballet Results

Last term a number of girls were entered for various ballet examinations and we have now received an excellent set of results.   Our congratulations go to Mrs Henry and the Monzani School of Ballet who prepared the girls so well.

	Primary with Distinction:
	

	Lucy Ashworth
	Madeleine Coughlin

	Claudia Cousins
	Madeleine Harlow

	Catherine Rogers
	Josepha Quartey

	
	

	Primary with Merit:
	

	Elizabeth Baldwin
	Caitlin Boyle

	Annabelle Cowan
	Emily Cowan

	Imogen Cowan
	Bethany Cunliffe

	Sophie Gordon
	Amaal Hasen

	Jodie Koffler
	Heather McAlister

	Abigail Minshall
	Gracie Whitefoord

	
	

	Standard I with Distinction:
	

	Isabel Highsted
	Taylor Highsted

	Amy Hine
	Clare Merrick

	
	

	Standard I with Merit:
	

	Casey Dangerfield
	Alicia Kidd

	Zara McLellan
	

	
	

	Grade I with Distinction:
	

	Millie Honiball
	Maddy Speed

	
	

	Grade I with Pass Merit:
	

	Eloise Harman
	Olivia Warburton

	Anna Way
	Imogen Yates

	
	

	Grade I:
	

	Yolanda Quartey
	

	
	

	Grade II with Pass Distinction:
	

	Laura Quartey
	Charlotte Way

	
	

	Standard III with Pass Merit
	

	Tara Daniel
	


Swimming Results

Mrs Jayne McKee writes:

This term the girls have been busy in a number of important galas.

IAPS National Swimming Championships

Congratulations to Henrietta Lowen Cooper who achieved an amazing 6th fastest placing in the country, at the IAPS National Swimming Championships at K2, in Crawley. To achieve this well deserved accolade, Henrietta had to qualify at the regional round before going on to national heats and the final of the U10 25m Freestyle race.  This is a very prestigious competition consisting of over a hundred IAPS schools.   Katie Brown was also selected to swim, for the second time and she achieved 12th place in her heat of U11 50m Backstroke race, well done, Katie!

Division 10 Relay Competition
This gala took place at Barnet Copthall and the following girls participated in the medley and freestyle relays:

Molly Simmons (Swimming Captain)

Katie Brown

Sophie Edwards 

Henrietta Lowen Cooper

The girls achieved a well deserved 7th place in the freestyle relay.

Finally, it is always a real honour to have girls selected from High March to represent their county and this year was no exception. The Inter-County Gala was held at Barnet Copthall and we were very proud of the following girls: 

Molly Simmons

Katie Brown 

Henrietta Lowen Cooper

They all swam in individual races and congratulations to Katie Brown who achieved second place in the Year 6 50m Backstroke race and she was also a member of the Year 6 Freestyle Relay Team who swam their way into gold position!  Also, congratulations to Henrietta Lowen Cooper who was a member of the Year 5 Freestyle Relay Team who achieved gold position too!   Nigel Brand, Honourable Secretary of the Bucks Schools Swimming Association personally congratulated the girls on representing the county and achieving such good results. 

Before half term the swimming squad went to Maltman’s Green to race in a friendly gala. The Year 3 and Year 4 teams swam very well but missed out on the winning places. Despite some excellent individual results, the Year 6 team narrowly missed out on points. However, congratulations to the Year 5 team who managed to beat Maltman’s Green, 42 points to 33 points - well done to all the swimmers!   

Finally, I would like to wish you all a happy and restful half term holiday.   I look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday, June 2.
Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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