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HIGH MARCH SCHOOL

Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 2PZ

Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

SUMMER TERM NEWSLETTER 2008
It has been my pleasure to welcome so many parents and guests to the numerous functions that we have held during the second half of this Summer Term.   We were extremely fortunate that the weather was kind to us for both Junior House and Nursery Sports and for our Prize Giving.   From the many positive comments that I have received from parents, we clearly made the right decision to go ahead with Senior Sports as the feedback that I have received is that it was a wonderful occasion for the pupils to share their sporting talents with parents and guests.
Year 2 Concert

Parents and guests were treated to a wonderful performance of “The Musicians of Bremen” on Wednesday, June 25.   Year 2 pupils revealed their acting, singing and dancing talents as they enthusiastically performed as a variety of animals and robbers.   The costumes were very colourful and our thanks go to all of the parents who helped with the production.

Year 3 Concert
On Wednesday of last week Year 3 treated their parents and guests to a lively performance of “Greece went to Pieces”.   Garbed in traditional Greek dress the girls narrated, acted and sang about life in Ancient Greece.   Some of the songs were so fast, with tongue twisters for words,  that I was in awe of Year 3’s ability to remember what they had to sing, let alone perform, with such clarity and enthusiasm.   It seems incredible that just under a year ago Year 3 pupils were new to Upper School.   They are now confident members of our community who have flourished under the care and tuition of Mrs Halford and Miss Jones.

National Schools’ Handwriting Competition

Last term children across the School entered a national handwriting competition organised jointly by John Catt Educational Ltd and SATIPS, a national organisation whose initials stand for “Support and Training in Prep Schools”.   In an age when we are so reliant on computers to produce written accounts for us, we still believe handwriting to be a very important skill at High March.   We were, therefore, delighted to learn that Francesca Healy was the winner in the 8 years old group and Lydia Sefton-Minns was the runner-up in the 11 years old category.  Equally impressive is the announcement that, as a school, we were judged to have excellent all-round entries and so have been named as the runner-up school and we have received a cheque for £250 as a prize.

Years 4, 5 and 6 Singing Competitions

It is always a pleasure to hear the children sing individually and this year was no exception.   Congratulations to everyone who took part.   The results were as follows:

Year 4 sang “Waltzing Matilda”
Commended – Chloe Arora, Isabel Avery, Katie Burling and Alexandra Taal

Highly Commended – Madeleine Chapples and Francesca Owen

Winner – Anna Barlow

Year 5 sang “The Ash Grove”

Commended – Antigone Marriott and Isabel Smart

Highly Commended – Alexandra Baldwin, Melkorka Pitt and Annabel Streete

Winner – Caroline Aspland

Year 6 sang “Blow the Wind Southerly”

Commended – Charlotte Cameron and Claire Whittle

Highly Commended – Lydia Deighton and Ophelia Jeffrey
Winner – Lottie Crawley
Recycling Activities

Mrs Murray writes:

NSPCC

As I am retiring from running the school's NSPCC charity, I would like to say a big thank you to Mrs Beverley Reid, to the NSPCC prefects, to all the girls and to their parents who have supported our fundraising activities. You have always been very generous with your support and donations at various school events.    

Recycling

Thank you to everyone who has donated mobile phones to the 'Recycle your mobile' appeal.  Your generous response has resulted in money donated towards the swimming pool fund and in addition the school has won a recycled bench.  We were the school with the most mobiles recycled through the scheme in Buckinghamshire.  The Blue Peter Disc Drive appeal in aid of  Barnado’s resulted in a large box of CDs and DVDs being delivered to the charity shop in Gerrards Cross.  Once again, thank you for all your support. 

Mrs Linda Bissett will be co-ordinating the School’s NSPCC charity fundraising and recycling programme from next term.
Beaconsfield Country Fayre Children’s Art Competition 

The Beaconsfield Country Fayre will be held on August Bank holiday and I am writing to give you advance notice that Mrs Bissett has entered some of the work of our most gifted and talented artists into the Art Competition.   The theme this year is the Olympics.
Sponsored Swim

A huge thank you to everyone who participated in, or sponsored, the girls as they swam their lengths or widths this term.   At the time of writing we have raised a total of £970.15!
University of Cambridge Latin

Congratulations to the following girls who passed the Cambridge Schools Latin Project this term:
	Eleanor Bagshaw
	Hannah Birgani
	Natasha Biswas

	Katie Brown
	Constance Campsie
	Tavia Chetty

	Elizabeth Clarke
	Aimee Conway
	Lottie Crawley

	Tara Daniel
	Lydia Deighton
	Georgina Finch

	Ophelia Jeffrey
	Caitlin Jones
	Tilly Nevin

	Natasha Pourkarimi
	Lydia Sefton-Minns
	Molly Simmons

	Elisha Sohi
	Emma Sutcliffe
	Fleur Tidy

	Claire Whittle
	Amelia Whyman
	Emily Zayed


Safe Cycling

Well done to the following girls who took part this term in the Safe Cycling programme:
	Eleanor Bagshaw
	Natasha Biswas
	Tara Daniel

	Melissa Howie
	Lindsey Sheffield
	Elisha Sohi

	Emma Sutcliffe
	Claire Whittle
	


A second course will take place in the summer holidays for the following girls:

	Katie Brown
	Tavia Chetty
	Caitlin Jones

	Phoebe McDermott
	Molly Simmons
	Kate Standish

	Ellen Williams
	Amelia Whyman
	


School Uniform
I would like to remind parents that from the beginning of next term all pupils should be wearing the new style winter coat, Junior House tunic and Upper School skirt as the handover period of one year will be at an end.

Second Hand Uniform

Thank you to Mrs Patricia Moe and her team of volunteer mothers who run the Second Hand Uniform sales twice a term.   I would like to draw your attention to the pre-term sale that is planned for the afternoon of Tuesday, September 2 at 2:00 pm in the second floor of Carngray.   Any items for this sale should be left in the School Office during the school holidays.

LAMDA Speech and Drama Examination Results

We anticipate that the results for pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 will come in during the holidays.   The certificates will be presented to the girls early next term in Prayers and any leavers are asked to contact the School Office next term to arrange collection of their certificates.

We do have the results for the girls who took the Introductory, Preliminary and Preparatory examinations.  Many congratulations to Mrs Brown on the excellent Year 1, 2 and 3 results which follow:

	YEAR 1 INTRODUCTORY
	

	Lucy Ashworth
	Distinction
	Elizabeth Baldwin
	Distinction

	Caitlin Boyle
	Distinction
	Madeleine Coughlin
	Distinction

	Claudia Cousins
	Distinction
	Madeleine Harlow
	Distinction

	Abby Imlah
	Distinction
	Natalia Jones
	Distinction

	Jodie Koffler
	Distinction
	Genevieve Kucera
	Distinction

	Jade Looi
	Distinction
	Heather McAlister
	Distinction

	Abigail Minshall
	Distinction
	Halle Nagle
	Distinction

	Georgia Patel
	Distinction
	Josepha Quartey
	Distinction

	Arwin Rich
	Distinction
	Catherine Rogers
	Distinction

	Lara Stalder
	Distinction
	Octavia Smith
	Distinction

	Gracie Whitefoord
	Distinction
	
	

	Bethany Cunliffe
	Merit
	Sophie Gordon
	Merit

	Amaal Hasen
	Merit
	Hannah Moe
	Merit

	Rhianna O’Toole
	Merit
	Jessica Wright
	Merit

	YEAR 2 PREPARATORY
	

	Charlotte Brown
	Distinction
	India Crawshaw
	Distinction

	Ella Cruickshank
	Distinction
	Bryony Gray
	Distinction

	Caroline Hatter
	Distinction
	Isabel Highsted
	Distinction

	Taylor Highsted
	Distinction
	Amy Hine
	Distinction

	Poppy Hodge
	Distinction
	Darcey Hudson
	Distinction

	Rhiannon Jones
	Distinction
	Sara Lones
	Distinction

	Zara McLellan
	Distinction
	Erin McMoneagle
	Distinction

	Jennifer Murphy
	Distinction
	Katie Sanders
	Distinction

	Molly Schoenfeld
	Distinction
	Rachel Stevens
	Distinction

	Selina St. John
	Distinction
	Selin Whittick
	Distinction

	
	
	
	

	YEAR 3 PRELIMINARY
	

	Sophia Bradshaw
	Distinction
	Ellen Carter
	Distinction

	Chloe Chancheong
	Distinction
	Victoria Greenough
	Distinction

	Francesca Healy
	Distinction
	Millie Honiball
	Distinction

	Josephine Kucera
	Distinction
	Olivia Mason
	Distinction

	Erin McDermott
	Distinction
	Jessica Slater
	Distinction

	Maddy Speed
	Distinction
	Olivia Warburton
	Distinction

	Lola Willcock
	Distinction
	Hannah Williams
	Distinction

	Isabel Windsor
	Distinction
	Amy Wonnacott
	Distinction

	Imogen Yates
	Distinction
	
	

	Charley-Nicole Burgess
	Merit
	Sophie Clifford-King
	Merit

	Gemma Davis
	Merit
	Eloise Harman
	Merit

	Charlotte Hockin
	Merit
	Chloe Imlah
	Merit

	Louise Morgan
	Merit
	Charlotte Musa
	Merit

	Jade Patel
	Merit
	Grace Peachey
	Merit

	Yolanda Quartey
	Merit
	Elise Randall-Thomas
	Merit

	Annabel Smith
	Merit
	Susannah Taylor
	Merit


The Social Group
The Social Group has had a very busy year with a number of new initiatives.   The brunch at Loch Fyne last December was warmly received and the final event of the school year, the Rounders Tournament last Thursday evening, was hotly contested.   For those of you who were unable to attend last Thursday, I can strongly recommend that you do so next year.   We had a wonderfully light hearted, fun filled evening.   The competitiveness of some of the Dads was an eye opener, as were the hairstyles and outfits adopted by some of the teams!   

Although the main purpose of the Social Group is to provide occasions for the school community to socialise, I am delighted to announce that their fundraising efforts have been so successful that they have agreed to finance two new interactive whiteboards for the two Year 2 classrooms next year.   My thanks go to all of the Social Group, but particularly to three members who will be “retiring” this year - Mrs Adele Gray, Mrs Lyn Warburton and Mrs Alison Fallowfield.   New committee members are always welcome and if you would like to join the Social Group please do contact either Mrs Michelle McLellan or Mrs Wendy Nash via the School Office.
Walk to School Week
Many of the children enjoyed participating in the Sound Scavenger Hunt during Walk to School Week.   The competition was judged on the best illustration of the sound of thunder and the winners were Madeleine Coughlin in form 1M and Rebecca Maguire in form 3J who both received a prize in Prayers.
Crocodile Trail and School Crossing Patroller 
We are always very grateful for all the voluntary help that we receive from the parent body.   Our thanks go to Mrs Sue Aspland, Mrs Belinda Avery, Dr Debbie Marsden and Ms Christine O’Neil who escort the weekly crocodile trail from St Michael’s Church every Thursday morning.   We are always looking for new parents to escort the children and so if anyone would be willing to give up some time on a Thursday morning to support this venture please do contact the School Office for further details.  Ms Christine O’Neil, as one of our School Travel Plan Co-ordinators, deserves special thanks for all her work this year with our Junior Road Safety Officers, Katie Bilsland and Lydia Sefton-Minns. We also continue to search for a School Crossing Patroller.  Please do consider whether you could take on this highly valuable role, (Bucks County Council hourly rate enhanced by School) either every day, or on a job share basis. 
St Michael’s Church Holiday Club

St Michael’s Church is running a Holiday Club from Wednesday, 27 August to Friday, 29 August between 10:00 am and 12:15 pm.   The club is for 4 to 11 year olds and there will be lots of different activities and crafts, including flowers, painting, cooking and singing.   Admission is £2 per child per session or £5 per week or £10 per family (maximum of 3 children).   To register, or if you would like to help, please phone Margaret Sharp on 01494 689986.

Drugfam Bears
Just before half term we were treated to a visit by two unnamed bears.   The children were invited to pay to guess the names of the bears and the money raised went to the charity Drugfam.   Unfortunately no High March pupil won either of the bears, but the organisers would like to thank everyone who took part.   The event was a huge success for the charity as £5000 was raised.
Swimming Pool 
As our Chairman of Governors, Mr. Christopher Stevenson, announced at Prize Giving, we were hoping to provide you this week with a definitive date of commencement for the construction of our indoor heated swimming pool. 

There remain some technical issues which need to be addressed and I can assure you that these are being given the highest priority. As matters progress, we shall naturally keep you informed.

Website

We were very proud to be one of the first schools in the area to host our own website back in the days when fax and telex were the speediest forms of communication! A vibrant and interactive website is key to the children’s learning and to swift and relevant communication with parents who lead busy lives.

Website designers have been commissioned to re-design the website to include an intranet which will provide up to the minute information on curriculum activities and news as it breaks!

The Chiltern Show Creative Writing Competition

We were delighted to hear that Tilly Nevin is the first runner-up and Elizabeth Marshall is the third runner-up in the 2008 Chiltern Writers’ Creative Writing competition.   The work of Joanne Birt, Kate Fallowfield, Elizabeth Lawley and Natasha Pourkarimi was also highly commended.   All of the girls have been invited to attend the Chiltern Show on Saturday, July 19.
SUMMER SPORTS REPORT

Mrs McKee writes:
ATHLETICS
Here are some of the results from our Senior Sports Day:


House Tunnel Ball

Thistle


House Relay Shield

Daffodil


House Sports Shield

Rose


Senior Victor Ludorum
Katie Brown

Junior Victor Ludorum
Laura Drysdale

After a rather damp, but very successful Sports Day, we had our first athletics match against Pipers Corner. We took along a Year 5 and a Year 6 Team to participate in a variety of events including Long Jump, Throwing the Rounders Ball, 80m, 150m, 600m and the Relay. Both teams competed very well and we achieved some excellent individual and team performances, culminating in the following results: 

Year 6



Year 5



Total


High March 25 points

High March 37 points

High March 62 points


Pipers Corner 36 points
Pipers Corner 24 points
Pipers Corner 60 points 

Congratulations to the following girls:

	Year 5



	Year 6


	Laura Drysdale
	Ellie Bagshaw

	Sophie Edwards
	Katie Brown

	Kate Fallowfield
	Charlotte Cameron

	Genevieve Harvey
	Tavia Chetty

	Antigone Marriott
	Aimee Conway  

	Charlotte Peachey
	Lottie Crawley

	Laura Quartey
	Lydia Sefton-Minns  

	Isabella Ritchie
	Fleur Tidy

	Gabrielle Woodward

	


TENNIS
This is the fourth year we have taken part in the Buckinghamshire U12 Tennis Cup. Unfortunately, due to school commitments we only managed to play Pipers Corner (won) and Wycombe High (lost). Congratulations to the following girls who represented the Year 6 Tennis Team:

Katie Brown

Lottie Crawley
Lydia Deighton 

Sacha  Mortell

Lydia Sefton-Minns
Claire Whittle 

The Shamrock House won the Inter-House Tennis. 

Congratulations to the following girls:

Katie Brown

Georgina Finch 
Molly Simmons 
Claire Whittle


SWIMMING
The following girls were awarded Swimming Colours:

	Ellie Bagshaw
	Carmen Boettcher
	Katie Brown

	Lottie Crawley
	Tara Daniel
	Henrietta Lowen Cooper  

	Phoebe McDermott
	Natasha Pourkarimi
	Molly Simmons

(Swimming Captain)

	Emma Sutcliffe
	Amelia Whyman
	


The Shamrock House won the Inter-House Swimming Gala.

ROUNDERS
We played our first fixture at Beaconsfield High School against Heatherton House. Both teams fielded and batted very well. 

High March A
10 rounders

Heatherton House A 13 rounders

High March B
10 ½ rounders

Heatherton House B  9 rounders

The match against Maltman’s Green was a little one sided, unfortunately.  They had some excellent batters, their fielding skills were fast and accurate and consequently we were unable to score many rounders. 

The Daffodil House won the Inter-House Rounders.

Leavers

As I said in my report at Prize Giving, the end of the school year is always a sad time as we often have to say goodbye to members of staff.   For those of you who were unable to attend Prize Giving please find below a slightly adapted extract from my speech in which I paid tribute to our leaving staff and pupils:

Unfortunately, with a school the size of High March, it is almost inevitable that the end of an academic year will be a time when some staff decide to move on to pastures new.   Mrs Eunice Maloney, Year 2 teacher, will be retiring this summer after a long association with High March.   Mrs Maloney was initially a parent at the school and during this time she chaired the Social Committee.   Her teaching talents were soon spotted and it was not long before my predecessor, Mrs Penny Forsyth, asked Mrs Maloney to join the staff.   Her sense of humour and high quality teaching will be sorely missed, together with her excellent general knowledge which has made her an invaluable member of the staff team at the annual Parents’ Quiz Night!

Mrs Jane Stephens and Mrs Jo Tavener, classroom assistants in NR and NK, have also decided that they would like to spend more time with their families.   We do hope, however, that this will not be a final goodbye as Mrs Stephens has agreed to continue to do supply cover for us and Mrs Tavener would like to return to High March once her two children, Billy and Sophie, are older.

Miss Emily Green, the Upper School Gap Tutor this year, will also sadly be leaving us as she commences a teaching degree at Edge Hill College in Liverpool.   I know that Miss Green is reluctant to move on as she has enjoyed her time so much with us.   We have valued her cheerful, smiling face and willingness to be fully involved in all aspects of school life.   She has been a most reliable and helpful Gap Tutor and I know that both the children and the staff will miss her next year.   We hope that she will enjoy her course and come back to visit us often.
In the Bucks County 11+ examinations High March had a very good pass rate of 78%, with 25% of the cohort actually gaining the maximum possible mark of 141.   The Countywide pass rate was just over 30% and so our pupils have all done particularly well.   Many of our Year 6 pupils were in the enviable position of being offered places at more than one senior school, with just under 50 % of the year group choosing to sit both the County selection tests and entrance examinations to independent senior schools.   Seven girls were offered places at more than one independent school and two pupils, Tavia Chetty and Elisha Sohi, secured a day place and a boarding place respectively at Wycombe Abbey School.   Particular congratulations must go to Ophelia Jeffrey who secured a much deserved music scholarship to Berkhamsted Collegiate School.   Ophelia is an accomplished singer, she plays the piano and the clarinet to a high standard for her age. 
Strong academic results do not just happen.   The children have to study diligently for them and they need the guidance and support of their parents and teachers.   The staff at High March work very hard to ensure that each child gains a place at a senior school where she will be happy and fulfilled.   Hours are spent preparing lessons and activities, marking books and attending meetings to ensure that the girls are provided with an excellent all-round education.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff across the School – academic, administrative, maintenance, catering and cleaning for their dedication towards the girls and their learning.   It is a privilege to work with such talented people.
High March is a very special place to be.   As our leavers look forward to the next step in their lives, it is my firm belief that they will remember their time here with extreme fondness and affection.  Girls, you will be missed, but we wish you all the best at your future schools and hope that you will remain in contact with us all.

On behalf of the Anderson family, the Governors and the Staff, I wish you all a very happy and hopefully sunshine-filled holiday.   We look forward to welcoming you back in September.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford
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