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Headmistress: Mrs S J Clifford, B.Ed. (Oxon), M.A. (London)

 


A BEGINNING OF TERM NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2008

It was a pleasure to greet pupils and parents at the gate on the first day of term and to hear about some of the holidays that the children have enjoyed.   I would like to extend a very warm welcome to all of our new pupils and their families.   We look forward to a long and happy association with you.   I am sure that you will soon feel at home at High March and we do hope that you will become fully involved in the life of the school.

Swimming Pool

I am absolutely delighted to be able to announce the start date for the commencement of the building of our indoor swimming pool.   Access to the site will be cordoned off in the week commencing October 20 and the diggers will arrive on the first day of half term.   

R Durtnell & Sons Ltd have been appointed to build the new swimming pool.   They are a long established contractor, going back to 1591, and they have a wide experience in the field of building swimming pools for schools and so are very used to working alongside children and staff during their working day.   At the moment it is not possible to furnish you with a definitive date for the completion of the pool, but do rest assured that the Governors are keen to push this project forward as quickly as possible.   

We plan to publish updates on our website to keep you informed of the progress of the building of the pool and a number of exciting projects are planned for those of you who might wish to be involved in any fundraising endeavours.   The girls are to be congratulated on raising the fantastic total of £1188.35 following their sponsored swim last term and thank you to all parents and friends who contributed to this.
Holiday Refurbishment Programme

Alongside our usual maintenance programme, Mr David Williams had a very busy holiday, installing a new server and updating our ICT systems across both sites.   This has led to a very welcome increase in capacity which will be used by both the staff and pupils.
Pupils in Year 2 were delighted to return to school to find new interactive whiteboards and data projectors in their classrooms.   We are most grateful to the Social Group for their funding of this terrific resource for Junior House.

Work is progressing well on our new school website and it is hoped that the main site will be launched at half term.   This will be followed by the introduction of an intranet for staff, parent and pupils to use.   At the time of writing, the new website is proving to be vibrant and exciting, packed with a lot of useful information about daily life at High March.
Staff News
This term we welcome the following new members of staff and hope that they will be very happy with us:


Miss Emma Ives

Form Teacher, RI

Mrs Emma Gillespie

Form Teacher, 1GK


Miss Isabelle Burch

Gap Tutor (Upper School)


Miss Sara Smith

Gap Tutor (Junior House)

Congratulations to Miss Elisabeth Tuson, teacher of piano and flute who celebrated her wedding during the summer holidays.   We do hope that the sun shone on her wedding day!   Miss Tuson plans to retain her maiden name and so we will continue to refer to her as Miss Tuson at school.   We are still eagerly awaiting the birth of “Baby Mullin”.   Mrs Mullin has been in school quite a lot during the holidays, helping to get the Library ready for the new school year ahead, and she was positively blooming and eagerly anticipating the arrival of her baby next month.
Leaving Staff
Mrs Jane Stephens has asked me to convey the following message to you all:
“A big thank you to all the parents of High March for my wonderful leaving gifts.   The bowl is already in use and looks wonderful.   The jug has some garden flowers in and is really special.   I will always remember my time at High March as a very happy period in my life.   Thank you once again.” 
Rental of School Premises
We are often asked if it would be possible to rent part of the school premises for events such as children’s birthday parties.   If you would be interested in hiring some of our facilities at either Junior House or Upper School, please do contact the Bursar, Mr Peter Honiball, on 01494 685744 or by emailing bursar@highmarch.bucks.sch.uk .
Car Parking

As we are at the beginning of a new school year, and I am aware that we have many new families who are not familiar with the area, I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that unfortunately it is not possible for you to park on the school site between the hours of 8 am and 4 pm.   One space at Junior House is reserved for visitors, but that needs to be kept free for prospective parents who are unfamiliar with the area or for visitors to the School Office.   There will be limited car parking available at all Parents’ Evenings and it would be very helpful if parents using either car park would park considerately and only use the designated bays.

Parking permits are still available for use at St Michael’s Church and if you would like one, please do contact the School Office.   If you plan to park in one of the roads nearby then I would ask that you park considerately and respect the driveways of our neighbours.   

Introductory Parents’ Meetings

You will have noticed on the calendar that once again we are holding meetings for all the classes throughout the school.   In Junior House these meetings have already taken place for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2.   Meetings for the Nursery classes are scheduled for next Monday, September 8, at 3 pm for NR and next Friday, September 12, at 11:30 am for NK and NN.   All parents are invited to attend the meeting for their child’s class and these will be held in the relevant classroom.   The class teachers will be talking to you about their expectations for the year ahead and you will be able to ask any questions that you might have.   

There will be a meeting for all the parents of Upper School pupils next Wednesday, September 10, commencing at 7 pm.   Refreshments will be served in the hall from 7 pm and, after a brief welcome from me, parents will be invited to accompany their daughter’s form teacher to the appropriate classroom where the staff will outline the year ahead and tell you more about life in your daughter’s form.   It is anticipated that the meetings will conclude at about 8 pm.   If you have more than one daughter at Upper School then we understand that you can’t be in more than one place at a time!   The ideal solution would be for one parent to go to one classroom and the other parent to go to the second classroom.   I appreciate that it is not always possible for both parents to attend and, if this is the case, I would recommend that you ask a friend to take notes for you or you make an alternative appointment with your daughter’s form teacher to catch up on what you have missed.

Mrs Edwards and I will then give a short presentation to Year 5 parents in the Hall on the 11+ County Selection process and entrance to independent Senior Schools at 11+.   This is the talk that we gave to Year 5 parents last year, but any parents of girls in Year 6 who missed it last Autumn term are most welcome to attend.

I know that during Year 4 many parents start to consider their daughters’ secondary education and so there will be a brief talk for Year 4 parents on this subject, in the hall at approximately 7:10 pm, before meeting Mrs Atherton and Miss Bettis to hear more about life in 4A and 4B. 
Activity Programme

Copies of this term’s Activity Programme should have been in your end of term envelope.   Any parents who have not received a copy, please do contact the School Office.   Please note that there have been some changes to the Activity Programme and so do check that the club or activity that your daughter wishes to attend is still taking place on the same day.
Unfortunately, it will not be possible for Gym Club to start at Upper School until Wednesday, September 24, as Mrs McKee will need to accompany the netball teams to the Chesham Prep Tournaments on September 10 and 17.

Security Gates

In the interests of the safety of the children, parents are kindly asked to vacate the school premises by 9 am in the morning when the blue gates will be closed.   Nursery parents who collect their child at 12 noon are asked to leave by 12:15 pm when the gates will be closed.   If you are unavoidably detained in the school grounds after these times, then you are kindly asked to leave via the front door at either site.   If you do find it necessary to exit by one of the blue gates, then it is essential that you close the gate behind you.   At Upper School the blue gates will now be shut at 8:40 am as all girls are expected to be in school for registration at 8:30 am.   Should you be unavoidably late, then access can be gained by ringing the front doorbell.

The Chiltern Show Creative Writing Competition

Further to my report in last term’s newsletter, we were delighted to learn that Elanor Vickers-Claesens was the winner of the 8-12 year old category.   The theme this year was ‘Change’ and there was ‘change’ in abundance with over 90 entries.   All of the girls who were prize winners or highly commended were invited to attend the Chilterns Show on Saturday, July 19, where certificates and prizes were awarded by the Mayor of Chesham, Alison Pirouet.

To view some of the photographs and to read a copy of Elanor’s winning entry plus an extract from the report written by one of the Judges, Jan Moran Neil, please do visit our website.

L.A.M.D.A. Examination Results, Summer 2008

The Speech and Drama examination results for Years 2 and 3 were published in my last newsletter.   During the holidays we received another magnificent set of results.   The examiner complimented Mrs Brown and Mrs Matthews on the standard of our candidates and said that he had not come across such well-prepared and talented pupils before.   Particular congratulations go to Antigone Marriott who achieved an exceptionally high score of 96 out of 100 in her examination and my thanks go to Mrs Brown and Mrs Matthews for their thorough and inspiring preparation of the girls.
	YEAR 5 – ENTRY GRADE
	

	Violet Hatch
	Merit
	Francesca Moseley
	Merit

	Kate Mosley
	Merit
	Alexandra Taal
	Merit

	Amy Wood
	Merit
	Annelot Zayed
	Merit

	Chloe Arora
	Distinction
	Isabel Avery
	Distinction

	Sophie Barton
	Distinction
	Tabitha Berry
	Distinction

	Katie Bowen
	Distinction
	Madeleine Chapples
	Distinction

	Ayesha Chaudhry
	Distinction
	Georgia Clarke
	Distinction

	Lucy Crawley
	Distinction
	Imogen Deighton
	Distinction

	Rebecca Green
	Distinction
	Estelle Harvey
	Distinction

	Julia Henderson
	Distinction
	Alice Ingham-Halshaw
	Distinction

	Elizabeth Lawley
	Distinction
	Beatrice Morrison
	Distinction

	Francesca Owen
	Distinction
	Madeleine Price
	Distinction

	Victoria Smith
	Distinction
	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	Distinction

	Jenna Wyllie
	Distinction
	
	

	
	
	
	

	YEAR 6 – GRADE I
	

	Joanne Birt
	Merit
	Sophie Edwards
	Merit

	Ella Hodge
	Merit
	Alaia Maxwell
	Merit

	Verity McVey
	Merit
	Chloe Nagle
	Merit

	Isabel Nash
	Merit
	Katie O’Toole
	Merit

	Isabel Smart
	Merit
	Annabel Streete
	Merit

	Eliza Twist
	Merit
	
	

	Caroline Aspland
	Distinction
	Alexandra Baldwin
	Distinction

	Kate Fallowfield
	Distinction
	Jane Gill
	Distinction

	Genevieve Harvey
	Distinction
	Ezara Hillier
	Distinction

	Iman Jamil
	Distinction
	Antigone Marriott
	Distinction

	Hannah Marsden
	Distinction
	Laura Quartey
	Distinction

	Azra Tejani
	Distinction
	Gabrielle Woodward
	Distinction

	
	
	
	


Music Examination Results

We were delighted by the number of girls who participated in individual music examinations last term.   Many congratulations to Mr Elliott and his team of teachers on the pleasing results below:   

 

	CLARINET
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Jenna Wyllie
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	FLUTE
	
	
	

	Grade II
	
	
	

	Jane Gill
	
	Katie Burling
	Merit

	
	
	
	

	PIANO
	
	
	

	Prep Test
	
	
	

	Alexandra Baldwin
	
	Sophie Clifford-King
	

	Lucy Crawley
	
	Julia Henderson
	

	Anna Way
	
	Isabel Windsor
	

	
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Alaia Maxwell
	
	Victoria Smith
	

	Elanor Vickers-Claesens
	
	

	
	
	

	SINGING
	
	
	

	Grade I
	
	
	

	Sophia Bradshaw
	
	Olivia Warburton
	

	Yolanda Quartey
	Merit
	Lola Willcock
	Merit

	Imogen Yates 
	Merit
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Grade II
	
	
	

	Caroline Aspland
	
	Isabel Nash
	

	Francesca Owen
	Merit
	Laura Quartey
	Merit

	
	
	
	

	Grade III
	
	
	

	Isabel Avery
	
	Isabel Smart
	

	Alexandra Baldwin
	Merit
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Grade IV
	
	
	

	Anna Barlow
	
	Madeleine Chapples
	

	Gabrielle Woodward
	
	
	


Early Birds
This new provision has already proved popular at both Junior House and Upper School.   In your end of term envelope you should have received a letter stating that we are trialling a new system this term where it will be possible for children in Reception through to Year 6 to be dropped off at school from 8:00 am.   There will be no additional charge for this trial service and we hope that it will prove very helpful to those of you who need to travel to work or have to contend with more than one school run.

Parents of girls in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 who would like to avail themselves of this service should take their daughter to the Junior House Hall where she will wait with Miss Griffith before going to her classroom at 8:30 am.   The blue gate at the front of Junior House will be opened at 8:00 am in order for you to gain access to the school.
The Upper School Gap Tutor, Miss Burch, will be on duty from 8:00 am in the playground to supervise any pupils until the bell is rung at 8:25 am.   Should the weather be poor, Miss Burch will take the girls into the Upper School Hall to wait.

And finally……….

I believe that the year ahead promises to be fulfilling in so many ways.   As we watch the building of our swimming pool grow, I am sure that the whole school community will be enthused and excited by the provision of such an exciting, new facility for the school.   This is the start of a new era for the sports provision at High March and just one of a myriad of reasons why our children are so well rounded in all aspects of their education.   The Anderson family and I wish you all a very happy year and look forward to seeing you throughout the months ahead.
Yours sincerely

Mrs S J Clifford

Headmistress
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